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Perrysburg levy would ensure stability
As a resident of Perrysburg

since 1994, a graduate of Per-
rysburg Schools, and now a
teacher in the school district, I
know firsthand what an excel-
lent school system Perrysburg
is blessed with. Successful pas-
sage of the Perrysburg Schools
renewal levy on Nov. 8 ensures
this tradition of excellence will
continue.

The school district has been
clear that the current levy
helps provide 27 percent of its
funding. By making this levy
continuing, it would help pro-

vide much-needed stability —
ensuring the current academic
and co-curricular activities
(athletics, music and theater,
and other clubs) can be offered
to current and future students.

While some detractors have
said they cannot fault the dis-
trict for any specific point, a
“no” vote will, in fact, cause
immediate and significant
harm to the school district and
community, and it would take
many years for the community
to recover.

The current levy was placed

on the ballot by an elected
school board after months of
public debate. Citizens have
the ability to vote on school
board members every two
years. There are checks and
balances in a democracy, and
no election or levy is perma-
nent. This levy simply ensures
stability for our students both
now and down the road.

I will be voting “yes” on Nov.
8 to support our students as
well as our entire community.

MATT FERGUSON
Perrysburg

Better ways to save for Rossford Schools
With the 11.4-mill Rossford

Schools levy comes the follow-
ing:

■ Reduction of current staff:
from 1 teacher to 13.1 students
to 1 teacher to 19.79 students
in order to achieve significant
yearly savings. This could have
been done one or two years
ago.  Does anyone really think
this will improve our school
report card that has fallen the
last three years from a B, to a
C, to a D?

■ Closing Eagle Point
School, which many want to
remain so their children can

walk to an elementary school.
Our school buildings have

fallen into disrepair, not be-
cause of age, but because of
lack of preventive mainte-
nance. Our buildings are struc-
turally sound according to a
2012 report that states that we
can update all of our school
buildings to a new building
status for less than half the cost
of  the $71 million that is pro-
posed in the  new levy. (A copy
can be obtained from the
school board.)

We could spend $10 million
to update just the classrooms

with new working  heating con-
trols, air conditioning, and
lighting.  This could have been
done the past three summers,
or can still be done over the
couple of summers while not
disrupting teaching, with most
of the money coming from the
general fund.

Remember, it is not the
school building that educates
our kids, it is the parents,
teachers, and community.

DICK GOEKE
Rossford

Make own
decision at
ballot box

Many editorials and letters
on these pages will tell you
who to vote for.  Many others
will come up with a reason you
shouldn't vote for someone
else.

Parties prey on the weak-
minded telling them how to
vote.  You’re not throwing away
your vote by casting it for
someone you choose.  People
tell you that because your
choice is not what they want.

History has long been
plagued by votes cast by intim-
idation rather than an individ-
ual’s right to choose.  Look no
further than pre-World War II
Germany.

Focus not on what you hope
to get, but what our nation col-
lectively will gain.   Vote for
someone who has achieved,
rather than promised or spun
an outcome.  Look at how
other communities and re-
gions have voted over the de-
cades, and how their economy
has thrived or floundered to
survive.   If it’s your party which
caused the chaos, own it, then
change it.

Keep in mind there are
more than just two choices in
this election.

This nation is at a critical
juncture, with enemies foreign
and domestic.  We have no
jobs, no industry, crime, politi-
cians enriching themselves in
office, government lying to us,
and a society designed so ev-
eryone is indebted to the gov-
ernment.  We can continue
down this path or we can
make a change.

Vote, but choose wisely, my
fellow Americans.

FREDERICK R. VOBBE
Lima, Ohio

Library needs to be
more accountable

Why should we support the
Toledo-Lucas County Public
Library levy?

I believe that the board of
the Toledo-Lucas County Li-
brary should tell voters how
much money it has cost tax-
payers to change their logo?
Also, how much is it costing
taxpayers to replace all of the
old logo signage with new
signage? Was this really neces-
sary?

I see everyone praising the
new library on King Road in
Sylvania. Yes, it’s nice looking,

but wouldn’t the price of
building a simpler version
such as the Mott Branch or the
Kent Branch be more practi-
cal? The huge amount of glass
in that facility will cost taxpay-
ers more money because of
higher energy costs.

It seems to me that the li-
brary board assumes that the
voters of Lucas County will
keep approving their tax levies
year after year without a care
in the world about account-
ability. I think it’s time to say
no to the library until they
show taxpayers some fiscal re-
sponsibility.

JOHN PIETROWSKI
Marin Drive

Coverage was missing on Stein
While Donald Trump and

Hillary Clinton get front-
page splashes in The Blade
every day, for months on
end, Jill Stein (the Green
Party presidential candi-
date) comes to Toledo and
speaks on Oct. 29 and there
is not any mention before

or after her visit in The
Blade.

At a time when our two-
party system is failing us,
giving equal voice seems
like a responsibility that
should be embraced.

JIM ROSE
Curtice, Ohio

A guide to decide: Twelve tests
Many of us are unhappy with the choices the two major parties have o� ered for the 

presidency this year.
But that doesn’t take us very far.
While every American has the right to say “Hell, no” — to cast a protest vote for a third or 

fourth party or to abstain altogether — many Americans will see the choice, however unsavory, 
as binary: Either Hillary Clinton or Donald Trump will be president in the end. For those 
people, we propose a 12-part test to apply in choosing our next president. Our assessments are 
necessarily subjective, but we hope will constitute a useful exercise, and aid, for the citizen’s 
own decision-making.

� e idea is that the end result will be di� erent for di� erent people. For, out of the basket of 
issues available to us all, each person will have to decide which one, or two, are determinative 
for that person.

� is exercise is designed primarily for the undecided. � ose who are sure of their vote are 
welcome. But many of us are struggling with how to resolve the choice before us.

� e tests are grouped according to values, issues, and leadership traits:

4. A strong national defense.

Many will argue that 
Mrs. Clinton wins this 
category because she 
has trod the world 
stage and knows its 

contours and its leaders. That’s a fair point.

But the Obama/ Clinton record in Syria and Libya 
is an unmitigated disaster. And Mrs. Clinton would 
make matters worse in Syria by expanding the air 
war. Further, she would escalate the Cold War with 
Russia, which could turn into a hot war. Mr. Trump 
wants to try détente with Vladimir Putin. We should 
try, but with eyes wide open. Mr. Trump is rather 
naive about Mr. Putin — a diabolical gangster by 
any reckoning.

With a good team, a Trump administration might 
be able to � nd a balance between intervention and 
paralysis by applying a simple principle: Where do 
the interests and security of the American people 
lie?

5. The Supreme Court and respect for law.

Both major candidates 
have promised to 
appoint Supreme Court 
justices after applying 
“litmus tests.” For 

Mrs. Clinton, the test is abortion. For Mr. Trump, 
the Second Amendment. Both present themselves 
as absolutists on their respective issues. If you, as 
a voter, are an absolutist either way, your choice 
is clear. But there are no absolute rights under 
our system of government, and litmus tests are a 
terrible way to pick jurists or apply the law.

LEADERSHIP TRAITS

1. Understanding the presidency.

Having been � rst lady 
and secretary of state, 
Mrs. Clinton has seen 
the presidency, for 
12 years, in a way 

that almost no modern politician has. That unique 
experience is without parallel. She knows the job.

2. Ability to work with Congress and foreign 
leaders.

This is the � ip side of 
willingness to change. 
A president has to be 
willing to “play well 
with others.” And 

here Mrs. Clinton is also the superior candidate. 
She would almost certainly work better with 
Republican leaders, as well as Democratic ones, 
than Mr. Trump. The ability to engage in diplomacy, 
to compromise, and to move the ball down the � eld 
in matters of legislation, treaties, or budgets should 
be a prerequisite for the presidency.

3. Character.

There is no winner 
here.

Mr. Trump is a 
vulgarian who 
never seems to 

study, to apologize, or to learn. He is also a 
sexist and a cad (as is Bill Clinton, whose return 
to 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue might require an 
extracurricular babysitter).

Mrs. Clinton would begin her presidential term 
under criminal investigation. Impeachment is a 
very real possibility from Day One. How would 
she function? Like Richard Nixon, who won in a 
landslide in 1972, she might not serve out her 
term. But her dishonesty is more than legal — it is 
deeply embedded in her every word and gesture. 
The WikiLeaks documents provide us with many 
smoking guns, not least of which is this: Nothing 
about her is genuine.

Mrs. Clinton understands the of� ce she seeks, 
but might well lose it. Mr. Trump understands 
something profound about the country — about 
what we have lost and the people we have left 
behind, but little about politics, policy, or the 
presidency. And he profoundly lacks discipline. For 
some Americans the choice is between a crook and 
a nut. What a conundrum.

Neither candidate has “a � rst-class temperament,” 
like Franklin D. Roosevelt, or for that matter Dwight 
Eisenhower or Ronald Reagan.

All we can do, as citizens, is set aside the very 
real personal limitations of these two deeply 
� awed leaders and try to decide which issues are 
fundamental, and on which this election should 
turn. Let us hope that, no matter who wins the 
presidency on Nov. 8, many Americans will, in 
time, be pleasantly surprised. We need the next 
president to surprise us.

VALUES

1. Willingness to change Washington.

The advantage here, 
for all his gaucherie, 
goes to Donald Trump. 
He would be able to 
address the inside 

dealing and corruption in that city. Mr. Trump’s 
political and intellectual independence gives him 
the freedom to question assumptions and to sunset 
some of Washington’s corrupt folkways as well as 
some of its outdated laws.

2. Protecting natural resources.

Here, Mrs. Clinton 
is better. She 
understands 
environmental issues, 
including preserving 

the Great Lakes (Lake Erie, in particular). The 
Humane Society says she is manifestly better on 
animal rights issues. Protecting and preserving the 
Earth is the most vital issue of our time.  The health 
of Lake Erie is the most important issue — along 
with jobs — in northwest Ohio.

But Mrs. Clinton also lacks balance. Fracking, 
for example, if done safely means energy 
independence and jobs. Gov. Jerry Brown of 
California is on record as saying that anyone who 
denies the existence of man-made global warming 
(as Mr. Trump does) has automatically disquali� ed 
himself to be president. Mr. Brown also favors 
selective fracking.

3. Right to life.

Mrs. Clinton is 
essentially an 
abortion-on-demand 
person. Mr. Trump 
seems genuinely 

appalled by partial-birth abortion. If you are a right-
to-life person, Mr. Trump is likely to be your choice.

4. A woman’s right to choose.

If this is the 
paramount issue for 
you, it would be very 
hard to vote for Mr. 
Trump, who has said 

that there should be some penalty, or punishment, 
for women who have abortions.

ISSUES

1. NAFTA and trade.

For many in greater 
Toledo, this is the 
premier issue of this 
election. For trade goes 
to the heart of the Rust 

Belt’s and America’s deindustrialization. NAFTA took 
our jobs, our economic clout in the nation, and it 
took away most of our local captains of industry. 
Really, NAFTA took our way of life.

But this remains: We can at least name the reality. 
The elites have failed the American people on trade.

It is to Donald Trump’s enormous credit that he 
made trade — and therefore lost jobs — a vital 
issue this year. If trade and manufacturing are your 
chief concerns, Donald Trump is your man.

2. Economic growth.

Given our anemic rate 
of economic growth, it 
stands to reason that 
the federal government 
needs to try something 

new. Here, too, the nod must go to Mr. Trump, not 
only because he is new, and not just because he 
has committed to tax cuts for small business, for 
estates, and for the middle class, but because 
he is a businessman and a total pragmatist. He 
understands money, he understands power, and 
he is impatient with inaction. He is dynamic — a 
builder and dealmaker. Being the ultimate political 
outsider, Mr. Trump, again, has the freedom to 
experiment. And we need something of the New 
Deal spirit now — willingness to try new things and 
throw out what has clearly failed.

3. Fixing Obamacare.

Mrs. Clinton 
understands that 
millions of Americans 
would be damaged 
physically and 

� nancially, perhaps irreparably, if the program is 
abolished. Clearly we need to repair, not repeal 
Obamacare. Repeal would be a disaster. Mrs. 
Clinton gets that.

But Mr. Trump understands that it actually is broken 
and is willing to say so. Arguably, they both get a 
check here.

The Blade welcomes letters from our readers.
Letters should be brief and succinctly expressed.
They should be signed and include an address
and phone number. All letters are edited for
accuracy, clarity, and length. Contributors are
limited to one published letter a month.

Mail your letters to Readers’ Forum, The Blade,
541 N. Superior St., P.O. Box 921, Toledo, OH
43697-0921. Letters that are not published cannot
be acknowledged or returned.

You also can send letters through The Blade’s
website at toledoblade.com/letterstoeditor,
fax letters to 419-724-6191, or email them (plain
text only, no attachments) to
letters@theblade.com.


