
THE BLADE: TOLEDO, OHIO ■ FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2016 SECTION A, PAGE 5toledoBlade.com

There’s plenty of reason to seek an escape 
from reality. Help the bibliophile on your 
list on his way with these gift ideas, includ-

ing suggestions on book-themed accessories and 
some of this year’s most talked about titles.  
— SHANNON E. KOLKEDY, BLADE STAFF WRITER

* Prices and availability subject to change.
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Personal touch
Customize a lightweight, zippered sleeve for 

your e-reader with the photo of your choice. 
Fits most iPads and Android tablets. Order online at 
samsclub.com or walmart.com and choose either 
in-home or in-store delivery. Walmart or Sam’s Club, 
starting at $17.96.

Back to Basics
On Black Friday, Barnes & Noble released 

its Nook Tablet 7”, which features 8 GB of stor-
age (with an option of adding ups to 128 GB of storage 
with a microSD card), front and rear-facing cameras, 
and access to thousands of titles for purchase from 
Barnes & Noble’s library, and Google Play’s store. � e 
Nook also boasts a seven-hour battery life. Barnes & 
Noble stores, $49.

� ink local
Barnes & Noble, Books-A-Million, and Amazon sell 

gift cards, but why not consider sending business to a 
local store. Gathering Volumes is an independent bookstore 
that opened at 196 E. South Boundary St., Perrysburg, that 
sells gift certi� cates. Gift cards are also available at Encore 
Books, 4400 Heatherdowns Blvd.; NeverMore Used Book-
store, 2856 W. Sylvania Ave.; Seann’s Anime and Comics, 
5805 Monroe St., Sylvania; and Grounds for � ought, 174 S. 
Main St., Bowling Green. 

Personal picks
Looking back, three books that I’ve read this year left an impression: Darktown ($26) by 

� omas Mullen is a � ctional look at the racial strife in Atlanta at the time the city hired its 
� rst black police o�  cers in 1948. Angels Burning ($16, paperback) by Tawni O’Dell follows a small-
town police chief investigating a crime that brings up painful memories from her own life. A Brilliant 
Death ($15.95, paperback) by Robin Yocum is a � ctional tale of two teenage boys who set out to solve 
the mystery of one’s mother in the author’s real hometown of Brilliant, Ohio. Barnes & Noble, Books-
A-Million, Amazon, and other retailers.

Something new
Debut novelists 

can have a hard time 
gaining traction with so many 
recognizable names � lling 
shelves. Still, � e Nest ($26.99) 
by Cynthia D’Aprix Sweeney, 
� e Mothers ($26) by Brit 
Bennett, and Behind Closed 
Doors ($25.99) by B.A. Paris 
have generated positive buzz. 
Barnes & Noble, Books-A-
Million, Amazon, and other 
retailers.

Memoirs
What better way to escape 

your own life than to take a 
peek into someone else’s? Born to Run 
($32.50) by Bruce Springsteen, Born 
a Crime ($28) by Trevor Noah, In the 
Darkroom ($32) by Susan Faludi, and A 
Mother’s Reckoning ($28) by Sue Kle-
bold are among the year’s most talked 
about. Barnes & Noble, Books-A-Mil-
lion, Amazon, and other retailers.

National attention
� e National Book Foundation recently presented its awards for the 

best in American literature and three of the winners are rooted in the 
civil rights struggle: � e Underground Railroad by Colson Whitehead (� ction, 
$27); Stamped from the Beginning: � e De� nitive History of Racist Ideas in 
America by Ibram X. Kendi (non� ction, $32.99), and March: Book � ree by 
John Lewis, Andrew Aydin, and Nate Powell (young people’s literature, $19.99). 
Barnes & Noble, Books-A-Million, Amazon, and other retailers.

For the kids
For the youngest of readers, One Minute till Bedtime: 60-Second Poems to Send You o�  to 

Sleep ($19.99), edited by Kenn Nesbitt and illustrated by Christoph Niemann, begins bedtime 
on a high note. For older children, Ghosts ($10.99) by Raina Telgemeier follows two sisters — one 
with cystic � brosis — as they adapt to their new home on the California coast, and Harry Potter and 
the Chamber of Secrets: � e Illustrated Edition ($39.99) brings J.K. Rowling’s world of magic to life. 
Barnes & Noble, Books-A-Million, Amazon, and other retailers.

Words to wear
Storiarts makes handmade literary-themed products, 

including scarves, T-shirts, and writing gloves. Prose from 
dozens of classic novels is available, including Edgar Allan Poe’s 
� e Raven. storiarts.com, $48.

Audiobooks
For the story lover who can’t � nd the 

time to sit down with a book, consider an 
audiobook. Either choose a single title 

from Audible’s exhaustive list or consider a gift 
membership. Prices vary for titles; memberships 
available in 3-month ($45), 6-month ($90), and 
12-month ($150) increments. Audible.com.


