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The crazy-popular NES Classic Edition is this holiday’s 
impossible-to-find hot item. Fret not. There are many 
ways to return to the 8-bit days of yore. Here’s a list of 

10 retro video game gift ideas in a wide assortment of prices 
to make holiday shopping for that classic gamer a bit easier.

— KIRK BAIRD, BLADE STAFF WRITER

* Prices and availability subject to change.

classic gamers
What to buy 2016 HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE

17
shopping
days left

NES Classic Edition
This plug-and-play game console looks like a min-
iaturized Nintendo Entertainment System from the 

’80s and features 30 built-in and mostly classic video games, 
including Super Mario Bros. $59.99; Best Buy.

Gaming books
Art of Atari by Tim Lapetino 
and Ernest Cline and Robert 

V. Conte. For those who grew up in 
the early days of 8-bit gaming, this 
dedication to those classic Atari 
2600 box covers — which were 
often more imaginative and in-
spiring than the games themselves 
— is sure to bring back memories. 
$29.99; Books-A-Million.

Lots of 
games
Atari Flashback 

Classics: Volume 1 
and Volume 2 for the 
Playstation 4 and Xbox 
One features 50 games 
— a mix of Atari’s ar-
cade and 2,600 titles 
— per volume along 
with extras like original 
cabinet and box art. 
$19.99; Target, Best 
Buy, Gamestop.

Controllers
The NES Pro 30 controller is a Blue-
tooth hybrid of the classic NES and 

SNES gamepads but with two thumb-size analog 
joysticks that works with PC, Mac, Android, and 
iOS. The X-Arcade Tankstick, which features two 
8-way joysticks, 16 buttons, and a trackball, is 
compatible with PC, Mac, and most modern gam-
ing systems. NES Pro, $39.99, Tankstick, $149.99; 
shop.xgaming.com.

Raspberry  
and RetroPie
For the adventurous tech-y type, the low-cost,  

Linux-based Raspberry Pi 3 computer makes an affordable yet 
fairly capable retro-gaming system through various classic game 
emulators. Computer skills are required, but there are multiple 
web sites that provide software and instructions. A slightly easier 
DIY multiemulator is the RetroPie Retro Emulation Game Con-
sole from Crisp Concept. It’s a Raspberry PI 3 with two SNES-
style controllers and preinstalled software that still requires some 
computer know-how to fine tune it. $94.95; Amazon.com.

Atari Flashback 7
If you can’t find the NES Classic, 
consider this plug-and-play retro 

console that looks like the ubiquitous 
Atari 2600 home system from the ’70s. It 
features 101 built-in titles and comes with 
a pair of wireless joysticks. $39.99; Bed, 
Bath & Beyond.

The Atari Flashback 
Portable
This handheld device features 

a 3.2-inch LCD screen, game-
pad controller with six buttons, 
rechargeable battery, 60 built-in 
classic-era games, and an SD card 
slot to add more Atari games. It can 
also plug into a TV with an AV cord 
(not included, of course). $49.99; 
GameStop.

Arcade cabinet
Relive all of those wasted hours 
in the mall arcade in the comfort 

of your home with a full-size restored 
or sit-down arcade cabinet that can 
play dozens of games or a dedicated 
original title like Pac-Man or Galaga. 
No quarters required. $500 to $2,000; 
Doctor Scott’s Pinball in Maumee.

Classic consoles and games
Rock Em Sock Em Retro LLC, a new retro-themed store in Bowl-
ing Green, carries those classic consoles and games that gamers 

grew up with, including the 8-bit systems from Atari, Nintendo, Mattel, 
Coleco, and Sega. Prices and availability vary.


