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Player Comments FAN
Jake Paterson John Gage

Evan Rankin Great team motivator! Nice guy!
Fun to watch.

Mindy Costello

Jake Paterson

Evan Rankin Amber McCullough

Paul Klein

Jacob Nelson

He's the fastest, most exciting player to watch.
Jake Paterson Sarah

Leadership hard worker.
Jake Paterson

He's hot.

Played far more games than expected and performed like the 
AHL goalie he will be next season.

Alden Hirschfeld Excellent player and team player. Good head on his shoulders. 

Alden Hirschfeld Alden never quits, even when he was faced with an injury that 
halted the amazing season he had last year. He came back 
even stronger, even more of a leader which shows as he was 
voted an Assistant Captain and then to Captain. He is a 
positive influence on and off the ice and one of Toledo's own. 
He exemplifies what it is to "Never Quit."

A.J. Jenks William Lahner
Tylor Spink Because he is a great player and my autistic daughter is his 

biggest fan.
A.J. Jenks Love his attitude. Met him at the bobblehead signing; very 

pleasant and nice. Has good face-off skills! The entire Walleye 
experience makes the drive from the Cleveland well worth it.

Rod Winkler

Because our goal tenders keep us in the game, when our 
defense breaks down.

Alden Hirschfeld Local product that represents  his team and his city with 
passion  and professionalism. Having met him he is truly  
deserving  of this and his captaincy. 

Terry Gladieux

He is always so genuine whenever I get to meet the team. He 
always seems to care. He is amazing at hockey and cares 
about his team

Alden Hirschfeld He has overcome tremendous adversity to be playing hockey. 
He is a great team player!

Jeff Lerg Because he interacts with the fans so much and he's just a 
great guy.

Shane Berschbach
It's so hard to pick just one because they are all great, but 
dabbing patty has had such an amazing season, he's a 
stopping force! Setting records and stopping goals!

Alden Hirschfeld Alex Monteith
Jake Paterson is a very skilled and talented player that doesn't 
give up. He is my favorite player and I am excited to see him in 
the playoffs! I wish him the best of luck this season and in 
upcoming seasons. He is very deserving! 

Kaitlyn Luc

Shane Berschbach Shane Berschbach is an amazing player to watch and I'm 
fascinated by his ability to score every game and rack up the 
points every season. You can never doubt what he can do and 
he is an amazing player. Best of luck to this season and 
upcoming, Shane! 

A.J. Jenks



Fan comments for 2017 My Favorite Walleye Poll

2

Evan Rankin

Jake Paterson
Jake Paterson

Lisa Mercer

Jared Nightingale

Simon Denis Most improved and most valuable.
Heart of the team

Evan Rankin Kari Chevalier

My son looks up to Tyson! Crystal

Dane Walters

A.J. is the most fun to watch, he gets the job done. Amy Gresham
He can make the game because he don't back down. Mary Bradshaw
He is a great enforcer. Randy Gresham

Evan Rankin
Abigail Ruse

Danny Stark

Amy Gresham

He is from Notre Dame and was awesome enough to sign my 
hat when the Walleye were in Norfolk, Va. for a game. 

Aaron Donnelly

Jim Staton
He has been a gamer all season long and one of the top 
goalies in the league. You can always count on a highlight reel 
save from Patty at some point throughout the game.

Jeff lerg Great goaltender, entertains my kids when the does the 
"batman" on the net move 
Does it all: plays solid defense, stands up for teammates and 
the Walleye win-loss percentage is much better with him 
playing, plus always good to the kids and fans. Plays Toledo 
hockey the way it was always meant to be – blue-collar style. 

Fred J. Nowak
Alden Hirschfeld Jim Fuire
Jeff Lerg He inspired me and know I want  to be a goalie when I am  

older .
Kady

I have followed Evan throughout his career, and he is a great 
hockey player, and a nice and humble guy.

Tyson Spink
A.J. Jenks AJ Jenksie  - I love how he likes to mess with the opposing 

team players like smirking, smiling and patting them on the 
head -- in a very comical condescending way ... message 
received.   He always has a smile and it is clear  to see that he 
LOVES his job! Not to mention, he is very easy on the eyes - 
Ha Ha.

Ellen Finkbeiner

Alden Hirschfeld I like Alden Hirschfeld because he is northwest Ohio native 
and it's great to have an local player on the Walleye roster.

Bj Axe

Dane is a great hard working player and a great guy off the ice 
as well. Always willing to have a conversation with any fan he 
really has a big heart .

Matt Trzcinski

A.J. Jenks
A.J. Jenks
A.J. Jenks

From Notre Dame! 
Tyson Spink He seems to be a positive person both on and off the ice. The 

twin connection is so interesting to watch as they play a game 
they clearly love. 

Alden Hirschfeld He's an inspiration to me because of what's he's had to deal 
with because of the seizures and what he's done to become 
seizure free 

A.J. Jenks He is just the greatest hockey player ever,He can and does get 
the job done. He is also the hottest man on ice. Love love love 
him
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Scott Gage

Hardest working guy I know! A true leader!

Evan Rankin Rock, Paper, Rankin.
Evan Rankin Chris Tracey

Evan Rankin Bert Brady

Evan Rankin Nick Gulch

Evan Rankin Stephanie Schwartz

He is quick and efficient with the puck! Robert Ruse
Evan Rankin Really outgoing, encourages his team to do what's right. Emma

Jake Paterson Christina Banks

Evan Rankin

Evan Rankin Kevin Schwartz

Evan Rankin Year after year proven player. Chip

Alden Hirschfeld The dude is back on the ice after having brain surgery in the 
off-season. Come on, that's amazing even for a hockey player. 
Baseball players have an ACL done in the off-season and still 
don't make it back in time for opening day.

Alden Hirschfeld
Alden Hirschfeld Alden is my nephew and is not only a phenomenal hockey 

player but a phenomenal person off the ice as well!

Tylor Spink They are ALL my favorite! The whole team is, even those not 
listed! Go WALLEYE!

He is an amazing Walleye player and person and exemplifies 
T-town Hockey!
His TEAM FIRST attitude, not to mention franchise goals and 
assist leader. 
Because treats me like his little bother and comes to my 
charity event every year.
Evan is very personable talking to fans and taking his time, 
especially with children. He is also dedicated to the game and 
Toledo.  I  saw him play in the AHL, still a great player but 
shows so much more enthusiasm here with the Walleye.  But 
it is so hard to pick one player, Alden is also such a great 
leader and dedicated player as is Shane. 

Tylor Spink

Tyson Spink He is leading the team with goals, yet he remains humble and 
gives credit to his entire team. 
I pick Jake Paterson because he is one of my favorite players 
an a very good goalie for the Walleye and a very nice person 
to talk to after the games when he comes out to take to the 
fans after a game win or lose.
I picked Evan Rankin because he is my favorite player and has 
been for a long time now, and was glad he came back to play 
for the Walleye. He is a very nice guy to talk to after every 
game.

Jack Wainscott

Not only is he one of the best Walleye players. I just had 
surgery to remove cancer from my kidney. Since the removal 
of the cancer little over  2  1/2 months ago, Evan has been in 
touch with me to see how I'm doing. I have had 3 more small 
surgeries.  After each game he always makes time to see how 
I'm doing. He deserves to win this contest,cause most hockey 
players don't care. Evan showed me how big of a heart a 
hockey can have.

A.J. Jenks Leader on and off the ice and a great role model for kids to 
look up to.

Matt Tomanski
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He was very kind to my little sister.

Simon Denis Ferris State alumnus. We saw him play WELL for his school!

Club scoring champion! 

Dane Walters Michelle

Jake Paterson

Noah Smith

He is the greatest ever.

He seems like a well-rounded individual!  
Evan Rankin

Evan Rankin He's a leader and great man on and off the ice! 

Alden Hirschfeld He's the most inspirational athlete in any sport in the area, 
hands down.

Zachary Gilley

Alden Hirschfeld Marisa Napoli
Tylor Spink Every time he touches the puck it's exciting. He can either 

score or make something happen and get an assist.
Shane Strzelczyk

Alden Hirschfeld His story is inspirational. Just the perseverance is motivating 
for anyone. Also, we're both alumni of the same high school.

Scott Czarnowczan He's a hard worker on the ice. Very dependable. Knows how 
to battle. Seems like he gets hurt cause he's always battling to 
protect the net we're other players don't do that and he never 
gets recognize for that. Not a big scorer but helps our goalie a 
lot. 

Alden Hirschfeld He has overcome so much to get back on the ice and lead our 
team! 

Kyle Bonis
Tyson Spink Tyson is a great individual on and off the ice. He's a great guy 

to interact with. He's an outstanding player on the ice and 
he's a leader.
Dane steps up every game every minute he is on the ice! Hard 
to pick just one guy love the Walleye! 
Why I chose Jake is that I know that I have bad days and Jake 
has good ones like the 7-0 win. And I want to have good days 
like Jake.

Brennen

A.J. Jenks I selected this player because he is an inspiration to me. Ever 
since I started hockey I've tried my best and A.J. always makes 
me feel like I can do anything I put my mind to!

Alden Hirschfeld I selected this player because he is my favorite team player 
and I have his signature on my jersey and I also have a picture 
with him. I was really happy when I could get a picture with 
him. I like everyone on the team but Alden Hirschfeld will be 
my favorite player and I'm also happy that he is the captain of 
our team and I think he is doing a good job at it. 

Kala Watson

A.J. Jenks
Beau Schmitz Beau is my nephew and I know all the hard work that this 

undersized young man has put in to make it in a big man's 
game. 

Tony Rutzel

Alden Hirschfeld He's the captain, the leader and he leads by example with his 
hard work.

Tylor Spink
He plays extremely hard and is a true TEAM player. I like his 
hustle.
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Dennis Seymour

Evan Rankin

Evan Rankin Robert Stewart

Evan Rankin

Evan Rankin He is the backbone of TOLEDO HOCKEY!
Steve Hamilton

Jeanne baker

Evan Rankin He a really good player and he nice Brandy Hahn
He is a strong player and he never let someone push him 

Jake Paterson

Evan Rankin Best in Walleye history … IMO! 
Krista Wilcox

Evan Rankin His heart is always in the game.
Overcoming adversity of brain surgery one year ago. 

Write-in Vote

He scored the first ever hockey goal I saw.
Mathew Santos He is so very positive on and off the ice. 

A one player hard worker.
Top scorer and works. Hard love these boys

Shane Berschbach Shane has an awareness of the rink. He is able to get in and 
out of tight areas. Enjoy watching him play                 

Alden Hirschfeld He's an awesome player, community member, friend and dad. 

Shane Berschbach Each and every year Shane leads the team in assists and often 
points.  He is always there for the younger guys to help them 
improve.  No matter which line he plays on that line produces. 
 
Evan is a stand-up individual. He is a great player, but also 
shows his fans how much he cares and the kids are drawn to 
him, he knows these kids idolize him and he shows how much 
it means to him on and off the ice.  All around Evan is a team 
player and cares about the community he represents. 

Dyana Newton

Not flashy and is their when you need him. A true team 
player. Very open, down-to-earth guy.
Evan is a class act on and off the ice and treats his fans in a 
way that makes them feel most important.

Leigh Ann Kesling

Alden Hirschfeld Hometown Hero overcoming so many obstacles. Shows a lot 
about being Toledo Tough.

Tyson Spink Amazing player and goal scorer. Great teamwork especially 
with his brother Tylor. He has attitude and spunk when the 
other team gets intense. 

Amanda Glassford

Alden Hirschfeld He played at Miami (Ohio) our daughter's freshman year, and 
mostly how he conquered his brain surgery and fought back

A.J. Jenks
I vote for Patterson at the Walleye game because he protects 
the goal from the other team to not get any  points at all.

Hillary Rouzer-Rozick

Alden Hirschfeld My 4-year-old had a tough time picking his favorite player. 
They are all his favorites! He talks about all of them 
constantly. This time it was a toss up between Alden and 
Tyson.

Alden Hirschfeld
Even knowing he is too short for the NHL, he keeps playing 
like he is going to someday get the chance.

Alden Hirschfeld Alden is a great person on and off the ice. Tough player, 
kindhearted person.

Shane Berschbach Kane Ankenbrandt

Tylor Spink
Tyson Spink
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Evan Rankin

An inspiration fighting back against all odds!

Cameron

Jake Paterson

Doug

Simon Denis

Simon Denis

Zach Nastasiuk Huge fan of Zach "Nasty." Followed his career since his junior 
days and when he was drafted by the Wings made it that 
much easier to like him. He's also a good person as well had 
the pleasure of meeting him at red wings camp a few years 
ago. Go Walleye! Go Griffins!

Shaine McKenna

Because he's a very awesome, hard working hockey player; a 
very tough competitor. He doesn’t give up. He's a good goal 
scorer.

Tyson Spink Tyson has been exceptional.  He has shown extreme hustle 
and is unselfish with the puck. Tyson adds a lot of speed to 
the offense.

Alden Hirschfeld
Alden Hirschfeld We want to select Alden as he has overcome so many 

obstacles this past year, shows great determination, and is a 
great leader!

Alden Hirschfeld Because Alden is a great player a terrific team captain and a 
great sport! :)

Ava and Gina Napoli

Alden Hirschfeld I have been following Alden since his high school days and 
have always enjoyed watching him play with so much passion. 
 His comeback after his seizure is remarkable and proves his 
dedication to the sport. 

Shane Berschbach Why I picked Shane Berschback is he is such a cool player, and 
he won an award from the ECHL. That is why I like him.

Jeff Lerg Jeff is a spectacular goalie and a great leader and mentor. He 
is a good person on and off the ice. 

Jeff Lerg He deserves to play with the Walleye and lead them to the 
Kelly Cup. Great man and great goalie!

Jeff Lerg Jeff is and will always be my favorite player. Sure glad he is on 
the Walleye team because I would hate to play against him. 
He is such a great goalie! Paterson has watched and learned 
from the best! Jeff is a class act.
Jake has been consistent all year and has been able to compile 
a great win/loss record 

Alden Hirschfeld Alden epitomizes what it is to be a leader. He is the Zetterberg 
of Toledo Walleye hockey. He doesn't look for glory, he just 
buries himself in the game and puts the team on his back!

This player is a player who's work on and off the ice is 
unbelievable. When he was at Ferris State, he knew that every 
day is a blessing and never took one day for granted. The best 
part about him is no matter who you are, he makes you feel 
special, important, and always has a smile on his face. 

Alex colville

His +/- says it all, plus he is one of the nicest, funniest, and 
down-to-earth guys on the team. Plus he's an alumnus from 
Ferris State and that's where I go and work with the team so 
there may be a bias there!! 

Syerra Wilcox
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Alden Hirschfeld He's overcome so much to get back to playing! His 
perseverance deserves this award. 

Alden Hirschfeld Hometown guy who has excelled even after his brain 
operation. Takes a special person to continue on as a leader 
( team captain) on the team after missing so much time 
recovering. 
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