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What to buy
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Buying arts and crafts kits for Christmas gives 

your loved ones something to do well beyond 
the new year. From the big box stores like 

Pat Catan’s and Michaels, to the small shops that 

depend on local business, shoppers can � nd sewing 
kits, puzzles, and interactive tools to make creativi-
ty fun.

— BY ROBERTA GEDERT, BLADE STAFF WRITER

ARTS AND CRAFTS

DIY Light Box
Illuminate your cre-
ative thoughts with a 

light-up marquee that will 
display your customized 
messages to the world. � e 
box can be mounted on a 
wall or desk. Toledo Muse-
um of Art Museum Store, 
$25.95.

Kids’ easel
For the younger arts and crafters in your life, 
the Cra-Z-Art makes a wooden easel that 

serves as a chalkboard and a dry-erase board, and in-
cludes a paper roll for painting, drawing, and coloring. 
� e two-sided easel adjusts as your child grows, and 
includes plenty of storage space for art supplies. Mi-
chael’s online, $149.99.

Paint markers
One of the newest art tools to oooooh and aaaah over 
are water-based paint markers made by Uni Posca, 

which come in a wide variety of colors and sizes, and di� er-
entiate from the traditional paint marker because the tip has 
a brush for more control. � ey are advertised not to bleed 
like some alcohol-based markers. Art Supply Depo, 29 S. St. 
Clair St., $3.99 to $9.99, artsupplydepo.com or 419-720-
6462.

Mason jar 
candles
Make your own 

holiday decorations for 
Christmas 2018 and start 
a fun holiday tradition 
with the family. Mason 
jar candles are trendy, 
versatile, and something 
the entire family could 
do. Crafters can get all of 
their supplies in one stop 
at local craft stores. Pat 
Catan’s mason jars, large, 
2 for $5, small, 2 for $3. 
Glitter holiday tealights, 
$3.99. Decorative snow 
� nishes, $4-$7.

Artistic sketch pads
Artists and writers should have artistic notebooks to 
carry with them to make sketches, doodles, notes, 

and journal entries, and what better conversation piece 
than notepads created at a master print shop in France? 
Each notebook is unique, with manually applied color in 
varying designs. Art Supply Depo, 29 S. St. Clair St., Tole-
do; varying sizes, $22-$32.

Placemats
Design & Play has come up with a creative take on 
the coloring book, by creating 24 coloring pages 

that transform into placements for the dinner table. � e 
kit comes with four mats each for six di� erent designs. For 
kids over 3, or adults who enjoy coloring. Toledo Museum 
of Art gift shop, $25.

Football helmet puzzles
Change up your puzzle and Lego building 
with a combined project that will result in 

the creation of a 3D helmet of your loved one’s 
favorite sports team. 3D helmet puzzles keep 
hands busy and can be displayed in a bedroom or 
man cave when � nished. Lids.com, Ohio State or 
Cleveland Browns helmet puzzle, $29.99.

Needlepoint
Needlepointing is back, 
and some of the designs 

are really showing their complex-
ities. From a simple saying with 
a white background, to a kit that 
� lls the entire canvas with stitch, 
kits are available for kids and 
adults in a plethora of subjects. 
� is gift will either take someone 
back in time, or teach someone a 
new craft. Jo-Ann Fabric, $5.99-
$54.99, 4948 Monroe St. and 
2559 S. Reynolds Rd. artnee-
dlepoint.com, sheep Christmas 
series, $48.

Pottery wheels
An introduction to clay can 
be enjoyed by kids and adults, 

with kits and wheels that � t every-
one’s budget. Making in the Moment 
pottery wheel for kids comes with 
a motorized wheel, a foot pedal, air 
dry clay, and all the essentials, al-
lowing your young artist to make up 
to 40 pieces. Target, 39.99. Adults 
can choose from the simplicity of 
a sculpting turntable (Darice, sold 
on Amazon.com, $46.28) to a more 
complex tabletop wheel with a mo-
tor (U.S. Art Supply, sold on Ama-
zon.com, $499.96).

* Prices and availability subject to change.

Card making and 
Scrapbooking
� ere are a lot of craft 

options for those who want to 
express themselves through 
handmade cards or scrapbooks. 
A key tool to have is a die-cutting 
machine to shape letters, designs, 
and objects out of such materials 
as felt, fabric, paper, and card-
stock. Other key supplies include 
paper products, adhesives, and 
embellishments such as stickers 
and glitter. Michael’s cricut glit-
ter and other embellishments, 
$11.99-$34.99, pearl paper sam-
pler, $9.99, Cricut Explore Air 2 
die-cutting machine, $199.99.

something for 
EVERYONE...
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