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City League

                          League Overall Pts
Whitmer                             6-0 9-0 27
St. Francis de Sales          5-1 7-2 27
St. John’s Jesuit                5-1 6-3 20
Clay                                    5-1 6-3 18
Woodward                         3-3 5-4 11
Start                                   3-3 4-5 11
Central Catholic                2-4 3-6 8
Scott                                  2-4 3-6 7
Waite                                  2-4 4-5 6
Bowsher                            2-4 3-6 5
Rogers                               1-5 2-7 2
Libbey                                0-5 1-8 0

NOTE: Teams receive two points for a league
victory and one point for league victories by
defeated opponents.

SCORING
                                         TD FG PA TP
Edwin Hood, Whitmer                         18 0 0 108
Fred Davis, Rogers                              13 0 0 78
JJ Fought, Whitmer                             12 0 2 76
Dorian Milletti, St. John’s                    10 0 1 62
Nick Boyle, Central Catholic                 9 0 0 54
Tony Howell, Central Catholic               9 0 0 54
Carl Markowski, Waite                          8 0 2 52
Kevin Tattersall, Whitmer                      0 3 41 50
Andy Dombroff, Clay                             8 0 0 48
Asante White, Start                               8 0 0 48
Mickey Cassidy, St. John’s                   4 1 18 45
Arthur Allen, Bowsher                           7 0 2 44
Dan Amato, Central Catholic                0 5 25 40

RUSHING
                                               ATT YDS AVG
Edwin Hood, Whitmer                                 187 1425 7.6
Dorian Milletti, St. John’s                            190 1065 5.6
Khalfani Rice, Woodward                           180 1046 5.8
Ryan Kersey, St. Francis                             166 975 5.9
Tony Howell, Central Catholic                     166 901 5.4
Jayron Kynard, Libbey                                142 742 5.2
Jordy Franklin, Start                                      80 696 8.7
Marcus Waugh, St. John’s                          106 634 6.0
Arthur Allen, Bowsher                                 118 617 5.2
Keith Pope, Scott                                        101 551 5.5
Anthony Glover, Scott                                 114 541 4.7
Nick Boyle, Central Catholic                         88 536 6.1
Fred Davis, Rogers                                      102 535 5.2
JJ Fought, Whitmer                                       55 531 9.7
Roland Quinn, Start                                       92 488 5.3
Nick St. John, Clay                                      119 459 3.9
Aaron Polte, Bowsher                                 108 451 4.2
Romen Walton, Scott                                    57 437 7.7
Marvin Jones, Rogers                                 112 436 3.9
Steve Coleman, Woodward                          54 354 6.6

PASSING
                                         CM ATT YDS TD
Nick Mauder, Waite                            168 321 1926 18
Herman Scott, Start                           100 216 1864 13
Dan Amato, Central Catholic             112 192 1361 10
Brandon Garcia, Rogers                      81 176 1092 9
Mickey Cassidy, St. John’s                  64 118 873 10
Brett Tscher ne, Clay                             60 119 775 6
JJ Fought, Whitmer                              47 92 735 6
Mickey Jewell, Bowsher                      57 123 687 5
Nick Stamper, Woodward                    34 87 579 4
Derrick Bobo, Scott                              34 71 542 9

RECEIVING
                                              REC YDS AVG
Asante White, Start                                       60 1263 21.1
Dustin Dauer, Central Catholic                     47 694 14.8
Mike Lucas, Waite                                         45 614 13.6
Kevin Williams, Bowsher                               32 466 14.6
Fred Davis, Rogers                                        30 404 13.5
Mike Derr, Waite                                            27 400 14.8
Justin Linzy, Woodward                                14 332 23.7
Mike Moore, Clay                                          20 323 16.2
Larry Gillhouse, Waite                                   31 288 9.3
Brantley Dennison, Rogers                           21 280 13.3

Norther n Lakes League

                                 League Overall
Southview                                  6-0 9-0
Maumee                                     4-2 7-2
Anthony Wayne                         4-2 6-3
Rossford                                    3-3 5-4
Springfield                                 2-4 5-4
Perrysburg                                 2-4 3-6
Northview                                  2-4 2-7
Bowling Green                           1-5 1-8

SCORING
                                         TD FG PA TP
Kelley Rowe, Southview                     15 0 3 96
Joe Incorvaia, Maumee                         8 2 24 78
Aaron Waldie, Southview                    11 0 0 66
Brandon Cramer, Anthony Wayne      10 0 0 60
Ronnie Tisdale, Perrysburg                10 0 0 60
Brad Verbosky, Anthony Wayne         10 0 0 60
Matt Persinger, Anthony Wayne           9 0 1 56
Craig Mossing, Springfield                   4 4 19 55
Evan Lawrence, Northview                   9 0 0 54
Josh Heidebrink, Rossford                   7 0 0 42
Seth Holan, Anthony Wayne                 7 0 0 42
Taylor Taube, Springfield                      7 0 0 42
Eric Thompson, Southview                   7 0 0 42
Steve Harvey, Springfield                      6 0 0 36
Alex Junga, Maumee                            6 0 0 36
Brad Goatley, Maumee                         5 0 2 32

RUSHING
                                               ATT YDS AVG
Brad Verbosky, Anthony Wayne                 147 972 6.6
Ronnie Tisdale, Perrysburg                        160 842 5.3
Taylor Taube, Springfield                            144 839 5.8
Kelley Rowe, Southview                             129 830 6.4
Evan Lawrence, Northview                           86 549 6.4
Josh Heidebrink, Rossford                           89 544 6.1
Matt Persinger, Anthony Wayne                   78 542 6.9
Eric Thompson, Southview                           92 540 5.9
Steve Harvey, Springfield                              72 516 7.2
Joe Incorvaia, Maumee                                 95 494 5.2
Seth Holan, Anthony Wayne                         66 465 7.0
Steve Culbertson, Bowling Green                96 427 4.4
Alex Junga, Maumee                                    73 392 5.4
Brandon Cramer, Anthony Wayne                27 364 13.5

PASSING
                                         CM ATT YDS TD
Kelley Rowe, Southview                    128 230 2268 17
Jason Sadowsky, Anthony Wayne       87 144 1306 8
Josh Heidebrink, Rossford                  81 184 998 7
Greg Giddens, Maumee                       65 142 963 9
Sean Buckley, Perrysburg                    75 159 879 4
Mike Schneider, Northview                  59 151 657 5
Josh Swiecicki, Bowling Green           49 109 648 1
Steve Harvey, Springfield                     24 84 328 6

RECEIVING
                                              REC YDS AVG
Aaron Waldie, Southview                              47 995 21.2
Brandon Cramer, Anthony Wayne                33 549 16.6
Matt Persinger, Anthony Wayne                   32 530 16.6
Michael Campbell, Southview                      26 425 16.3
Chris Fleig, Maumee                                     21 387 18.4
Mike Norris, Southview                                 25 381 15.2
Joel Metzger, Bowling Green                        17 377 22.2
Teddy Ogdahl, Rossford                               21 370 17.6
Steve Sellers, Maumee                                 19 344 18.1
Seth Holan, Anthony Wayne                         12 292 24.3

Suburban Lakes League

                                 League Overall
Eastwood                                  5-1 7-2
Woodmore                                 5-1 6-3
Lake                                           5-1 6-3
Elmwood                                   5-1 6-3
Otsego                                       2-4 4-5
Gibsonburg                                1-5 3-6
Lakota                                        1-5 2-7
Genoa                                        0-6 1-8

SCORING
                                         TD FG PA TP
Kevin Leady, Eastwood                       22 0 0 132
Wes Blank, Lake                                  17 0 0 102
Brian Berry, Elmwood                         11 0 0 66
Kyle Rhoad, Elmwood                         10 0 0 62
Andy Stickel, Eastwood                        9 0 1 56
Adam Blachuta, Elmwood                    9 0 0 54
Jake Speck, Eastwood                         9 0 0 54
Eric Wansitler, Elmwood                       8 0 0 48
Chandler Shirer, Woodmore                  7 0 1 44
Craig Dix, Gibsonburg                          6 0 0 36
Jeremy Harpel, Woodmore                   6 0 0 36
Dana Wend, Woodmore                        6 0 0 36
Chad Tracy, Lake                                   5 0 0 30
Chad Zellin, Otsego                              5 0 0 30
Casey Hor nyak, Genoa                         4 0 1 27
Jordan Murphy, Otsego                        4 0 0 24

RUSHING
                                               ATT YDS AVG
Kevin Leady, Eastwood                               181 1229 6.8
Wes Blank, Lake                                          207 1218 5.9
Kyle Rhoad, Elmwood                                 126 1020 8.1
Wes Milleson, Gibsonburg                          118 682 5.8
Andy Stickel, Eastwood                              100 665 6.7
Jeremy Harpel, Woodmore                           77 619 8.0
Tim Smith, Gibsonburg                               118 577 4.9
Dana Wend, Woodmore                                92 451 4.9
Craig Dix, Gibsonburg                                  93 435 4.7
Chad Tracy, Lake                                           77 425 5.5
Chad Zellin, Otsego                                      77 377 4.9
Matt Mills, Otsego                                         92 374 4.1
Dan Tarver, Lake                                            48 274 5.7
Chandler Shirer, Woodmore                          90 376 4.2
Corey Robertson, Lake                                 57 282 4.9

PASSING
                                         CM ATT YDS TD
Kyle Rhoad, Elmwood                        137 229 2018 26
Kevin Leady, Eastwood                      116 194 1743 15
Craig Schuffenecker, Genoa              106 254 1142 4
Matt Mills, Otsego                                79 146 1017 8
Mike Kayden, Woodmore                    69 144 783 2
Mike McClusky, Lake                           26 60 364 1
Kyle Pickerel, Gibsonburg                   16 63 223 3

RECEIVING
                                              REC YDS AVG
Jake Speck, Eastwood                                 58 976 16.8
Brian Berry, Elmwood                                   31 539 17.4
Adam Blachuta, Elmwood                            38 494 13.0
Brandon Pohorecki, Genoa                          43 473 11.0
Eric Wansitler, Elmwood                               32 463 14.5
Jordan Murphy, Otsego                                21 443 21.1
Chad Reynolds, Elmwood                            27 366 13.6
Andy Stickel, Eastwood                                29 363 12.5

Not reporting: Lakota

NWOAL

                                 League Overall
Patrick Henry                             7-0 8-1
Delta                                          6-1 8-1
Wauseon                                    5-2 6-3
Liberty Center                            4-3 6-3
Archbold                                    4-3 5-4
Evergreen                                  2-5 3-6
Bryan                                         2-5 2-7
Swanton                                    2-6 2-7
Montpelier                                 0-7 1-8

SCORING
                                         TD FG PA TP
Nate Kmic, Delta                                 24 0 0 144
Marc Krauss, Patrick Henry                15 0 40 127
Curt Silveus, Liberty Center                16 0 2 98
Tyler Gearig, Wauseon                        13 0 0 78
Chris Tietje, Patrick Henry                  11 0 2 68
Phil Baden, Archbold                          10 0 0 60
Nick Cameron, Archbold                     10 0 0 60
Kurt Wells, Patrick Henry                    10 0 0 60
Glen Borck, Delta                                  8 0 0 48
Tony Pawlowicz, Montpelier                 7 0 1 44

RUSHING
                                               ATT YDS AVG
Tyler Gearig, Wauseon                                208 1243 6.0
Nate Kmic, Delta                                         148 1051 7.1
Chris Tietje, Patrick Henry                          135 944 7.0
Curt Silveus, Liberty Center                        138 884 6.4
Tony Pawlowicz, Montpelier                       165 841 5.1
Nick Cameron, Archbold                               93 775 8.3
Phil Baden, Archbold                                  129 750 5.8
Jamie Lorentz, Bryan                                  116 670 5.8
Eric Wymer, Liberty Center                         100 627 6.3
Casey Nofziger, Archbold                           114 596 5.2

PASSING
                                         CM ATT YDS TD
Trent Meyer, Patrick Henry                 107 175 1992 19
Stuart Thorpe, Montpelier                    89 164 1108 10
Ryan V icars, Delta                                31 60 766 6
Brent Simon, Evergreen                       38 102 664 5
Brian Brown, Liberty Center                28 79 563 9
Craig Holman, Wauseon                      40 97 544 5
Nick Boyers, Archbold                         26 71 382 5
Jamie Lorentz, Bryan                           22 49 248 1

RECEIVING
                                              REC YDS AVG
Marc Krauss, Patrick Henry                          50 1224 24.5
Glen Borck, Delta                                          13 512 39.4
Kurt Moore, Montpelier                                 29 498 17.2
Cory Badenhop, Patrick Henry                     23 332 14.4
Nick Cameron, Archbold                               20 310 15.5
Curt Silveus, Liberty Center                          12 290 24.2
Eric Linehan, Evergreen                                  7 202 28.9

Not reporting: Swanton

TAAC

                                 League Overall
Northwood                                4-0 7-2
Danbury                                     3-1 4-5
Toledo Christian                        2-2 5-4
Ottawa Hills                               2-2 2-7
Cardinal Stritch                         0-4 0-9

SCORING
                                         TD FG PA TP
Ben Holt, Toledo Christian                  11 0 0 66
Shawn Cousino, Northwood                 7 0 1 44
Jeremy Cousino, Northwood                7 0 1 44
Eric Ludrowsky, Danbury                      2 0 8 42
Andrew Boggs, Toledo Christian          6 0 1 38
Ryan Schunk, Toledo Christian             6 0 1 38
Aaron Crooks, Ottawa Hills                   6 0 0 36

RUSHING
                                               ATT YDS AVG
Ryan Schunk, Toledo Christian                   130 697 5.4
Jeremy Cousino, Northwood                      110 570 5.2
Grant Kozy, Ottawa Hills                             119 558 4.7
Steve Amsdell, Cardinal Stritch                    94 434 4.6
Shawn Cousino, Northwood                         96 419 4.4

PASSING
                                         CM ATT YDS TD
Brian Schenko, Danbury                      75 155 1150 7
Sam Miller, Ottawa Hills                       76 126 1024 9
Steve Whitlow, Toledo Christian          42 74 786 11
Josh Hartle, Cardinal Stritch                32 104 398 5
Scott Posey, Northwood                      29 56 394 4

RECEIVING
                                              REC YDS AVG
Aaron Crooks, Ottawa Hills                           36 567 15.8
Andrew Boggs, Toledo Christian                  25 416 16.6
Eric Ludrowsky, Danbury                              17 313 18.4
Adam Ayers, Danbury                                   14 269 19.2

Blanchard Valley Conference

                                 League Overall
Cory-Rawson                            7-1 8-1
Hardin Norther n                         7-1 8-1
McComb                                    6-2 7-2
Liberty-Benton                          6-2 7-2
Leipsic                                       4-4 5-4
Arlington                                    4-4 5-4
Pandora Gilboa                         4-4 4-5
Van Buren                                  2-6 3-6
Arcadia                                      0-8 1-8
Vanlue                                        0-8 1-8

Greater Buckeye Conference

                                 League Overall
Marion Harding                          4-0 8-1
Napoleon                                   3-1 7-2
Findlay                                       3-1 5-4
Sandusky                                   1-3 3-6
Fremont Ross                            1-3 1-8
Lima Senior                               0-4 1-8

Green Meadows Conference

                                 League Overall
Tinora                                         5-1 7-2
Antwerp                                     5-1 7-2
Hicksville                                   4-2 7-2
Edgerton                                    3-3 6-3
Holgate                                      3-3 5-4
Fairview                                     3-3 4-5
Wayne Trace                              1-5 2-7
Ayersville                                   0-6 1-8

Midland Athletic League

                                 League Overall
Mohawk                                     5-1 8-1
Hopewell-Loudon                      5-1 7-2
Carey                                         4-1 6-2
Seneca East                              3-3 5-4
Fremont St. Joseph                   3-3 4-5
Fostoria St. Wendelin                1-4 2-6
North Baltimore                         1-5 3-6
Tiffin Calvert                              1-5 1-8

Sandusky Bay Conference

                                 League Overall
Huron                                         5-1 8-1
Sandusky Perkins                     5-1 7-2
Oak Harbor                                5-1 6-3
Edison                                        4-2 6-3
Sandusky St. Mary                    3-3 5-4
Clyde                                          1-5 2-7
Margaretta                                 1-5 2-7
Port Clinton                               0-6 1-8

Other Northwest Ohio

                                              Overall
Columbus Grove                                       9-0
Tiffin Columbian                                        8-1
Defiance                                                     7-2
Hilltop                                                         7-2
Edon                                                           5-4
Ottawa-Glandorf                                        2-7
Fostoria                                                       2-7

Lenawee County Athletic
Association

                                 League Overall
Erie Mason                                6-0 8-0
Hudson                                      4-2 6-2
Blissfield                                    4-2 6-2
Ida                                              4-2 5-3
Onsted                                       2-4 2-6
Clinton                                       1-5 1-7
Dundee                                      0-6 1-7

Tri-County Conference

                                 League Overall
Sand Creek                                4-1 6-2
Morenci                                      4-1 5-3
Whiteford                                   3-2 6-2
Whitmore Lake                          3-2 5-3
Adrian Madison                         2-4 4-4
Britton-Deerfield                       2-4 2-6
Summerfield                              0-5 1-7

Other Southeast Michigan

                                              Overall
Adrian                                                         8-0
Monroe Jefferson                                      6-2
Monroe St. Mary CC                                6-2
Addison                                                      5-3
Monroe                                                       3-5
Bedford                                                       2-6
Tecumseh                                                   2-6

Royals’ Rho ad to s uccess
By DONALD EMMONS
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

B L O O M D A L E  —  T h e  p a s t
summer was no vacation for
Kyle Rhoad and many of his
E lmwood teammates.

They kept plenty busy.
The Royals spent days in the

weight room. They expended
nearly as much time and energy
on the track and football field
r unning with a mission in mind.

With a win over Woodmore
tonight the Royals will become
c o - S u b u r b a n  L a k e s  L e a g u e
champions.

“I knew our team had a lot of
potential to compete for the
league championship,” Rhoad
said.

And E lmwood’s star ting quar-
terback has had plenty to do
with the Royals heading into the
final game of the regular season
w i t h i n  o n e  w i n  o f  t h a t  t i t l e
s h a r e .  E l m w o o d ,  Wo o d m o r e ,
Lake and defending champion
Eastwood are locked in a four-
way tie for first place with 5-1
re c o rd s.  T h e  E l m w o o d - Wo o d -
m o re  w i n n e r  a n d  t h e  L a k e -
Eastwood winner will end up
finishing atop of the SLL stand-
ings.

Rhoad’s handpr ints and foot-
pr ints are all over what has
taken place this fall. He’s among
t h e  S L L’s  l e a d e r s  i n  p a s s i n g ,
r ushing and scor ing.

The 5-10, 175-pound senior
has accounted for more than
3 , 0 0 0  y a rd s.  He’s  p a s s e d  f o r
more than 2,000 to go along
with scrambling for nearly 1,000
y a r d s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  H e’s
responsible for scor ing 35 of the
offense’s touchdowns (26 pass-
ing, 9 r ushing). He even ran
back a kickoff for another score.

“He’s just an amazing kid,”
E lmwood coach Dean Zeigler
said. “He’s not only a tremen-
dous athlete, he’s an all-around
kid and the other kids feed off
of him.”

R h o a d ,  B r i a n  B e r r y,  A d a m
Blachuta and Ben Heater ser ve
as team captains. But it’s clear
which member of the team has
played the most instr umental
role in the Royals (6-3) ending a
streak of three straight losing
seasons.

“ Without Rhoad we wouldn’t
b e  a s  g o o d  a s  a  t e a m , ”
E l m w o o d  w i d e o u t  E r i c  Wa n -
s i t l e r  s a i d .  “He  p re t t y  m u c h
does it all.”

Blachuta concurs.
“ H e ’s  a  b i g  p a r t  o f  o u r

offense,” Blachuta said. “ With
his ar m he can throw the foot-
ball anywhere he wants to, and
he can r un with the football
because he’s the fastest guy on
the team.”

Rhoad didn’t slow down once
the season began. He and his
teammates never stopped work-
i n g .  T h e  o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e
between the summer and fall is

the Royals’ work is being mea-
sured by the number of wins
instead of strength gains and
spr int times.

“I think the weight room is
the biggest thing,” Rhoad said.
“I’m definitely a lot stronger
and my speed has gotten a lot
better.

“I was up there before, but I
was probably not the fastest. I
d i d  a  l o t  o f  s p r i n t  w o r k  t o
improve my leg strength to tr y
and get faster.”

Rhoad doesn’t actually know
how much he’s improved his
foot-speed since the summer
workouts. He only knows that
e l u d i n g  t h e  p a s s  r u s h  a n d
picking up first downs with his
feet has become nearly as easy
as using his accurate ar m.

“ R u n n i n g  t h e  f o o t b a l l  i s
definitely a par t of the game,”
Rhoad said. “ The biggest thing
is if it helps our team win that’s

what I’m going to do.”
Rhoad, who passed for more

than 2,000 yards last season,
h a s  1 2 6  c a r r i e s  f o r  a  t e a m -
leading 882 yards while having
c o m p l e t e d  1 3 7  o f  2 2 9  p a s s
attempts for 2,018 yards.

T h e  r e c e i v i n g  q u a r t e t  o f
Blachuta (38 catches for 494
yards, 7 TDs), Wansitler (32 for
463, 8 TDs), Berr y (31 for 539, 4
TDs) and Chad Reynolds (27 for
366, 5 TDs) have made it diffi-
cult for opposing defenses to
key on Rhoad.

“ We’re more mature this sea-
s o n , ”  s a i d  B l a c h u t a ,  w h o s e
reception total is actually down
from a year ago when he led the
team with 53. “ We know how to
keep things much more under
control [because] this is a dou-
ble-threat offense where we can
r un and we can pass.”

And it all star ts with Rhoad.

4 still alive in SLL title chase
Believe it or not, the final

F r i d a y  n i g h t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a r
season for high school football
is here.

Believe it or not, half of the
eight teams that make up the
Su b u r b a n  L a k e s  L e a g u e  s t i l l
have a shot at claiming at least
a share of the championship.

E a s t w o o d ,  E l m w o o d ,  L a k e
and Woodmore stand one win
shy of celebrating a title. Pulling
off that last victor y might be
harder than it sounds for the
four teams locked in a four-way
tie for first place with 5-1 SLL
records.

Lake (6-3 overall) faces defen-
ding champion Eastwood (7-2)
in one of two pivotal matchups.
E lmwood (6-3) takes on Wood-
more (6-3) in tonight’s other
major clash.

“ I t ’s  e x c i t i n g , ”  E l m w o o d

coach Dean Zeigler said. “It’s
built up to be an exciting night
for the SLL. The two that come
out with victor ies will have a
share of the title and the other
two will share second place.”

Zeigler’s team, led by versatile
quar terback Kyle Rhoad, faces a
s t i f f  t e s t  i n  Wo o d m o re.  T h e
Wildcats are paced by quar ter-
back Mike Kayden and r unning
back Jeremy Harpel.

“ They’ve got to r un the foot-
ball,” Zeigler said of Woodmore.
“ T h e y ’l l  g i ve  u s  a  c h a l l e n g e.
How we play defense will be
k e y.  T h e y  d o n’t  d o  a n y t h i n g
fancy, they just gr ind it out on
the ground.

“ Woodmore is in the same
p o s i t i o n  a s  w e  a r e .  T h e y ’r e
playing for the league. They’re
also in a spot that if they win
they’ll secure a spot in the play-

offs.”
Meanwhile, Eastwood coach

Je r r y  Ru t h e r f o rd  i s  p re p a r i n g
the Eagles for the task of tr ying
to shut down Lake halfback Wes
Blank.

“It’s  n o  s e c re t  w h a t  [ L a k e
coach] Jim Kubuske is doing:
they r un at you,” Ruther ford
said. “If you can’t stop the r un
he’s going to keep it going.”

T h e  E a g l e s  w e r e  o u t r i g h t
champions a year ago with a 7-0
mark.

“It’s  re a l l y  n i c e  t o  s t i l l  b e
playing for something,” Zeigler
said.

“For us to have an oppor tu-
nity to win we’ll have to play
o u r  b e s t  g a m e  o f f e n s i v e l y,
d e f e n s i v e l y  a n d  o n  s p e c i a l
teams,” Ruther ford said.

— DONALD EMMONS

B adin’s co ach
retiring on top
ASSOCIATED PRESS

H A M I L T O N ,  O h i o  —
Hamilton Badin football coach
Terr y Malone, who has a 359-
1 1 7 - 8  re c o rd  i n  4 6  y e a r s  a t
Hamilton Catholic and Badin
High School, is retir ing after
t o m o r r o w ’ s  s e a s o n  fi n a l e
against Nor th College Hill.

“I’m tired of studying tapes,
I’m tired of making game plans,
I’m tired of making decisions
d u r i n g  g a m e s, ”  s a i d  Ma l o n e,
who is 70. “It’s just time.”

Badin is 2-7 this season.
Malone is Ohio’s winningest

coach and ranks 10th nation-
ally, according to the National
Federation of State High School
Associations.

M a l o n e  h a s  h a d  j u s t  fi v e
losing seasons, including three
in the last four years.

City L eague
Continued from Page 1

loses to Central, in which case
the Titans would end with 31
points compared to 30 each for
Whitmer and St. Francis. The
Titans have the added incentive
of needing a win to qualify for
the Division I playoffs in Region
2. Whitmer has already clinched
a playoff ber th and a first-round
home game in Region 2.

Clay (6-3, 5-1) could figure
into a four-way tie for best won-
lost record in the CL if it beats
Bowsher at home tonight, and
both St. Francis and St. John’s
win. But the best the Eagles can
do in the point standings is 24.

“ We’re happy to be in this
position,’’ Fought said. ‘‘ We’re
tr ying to put ourselves in the
Whitmer histor y books for the
second unbeaten [regular sea-
son] finish, and we need to win
to win the league. We also know
it’s a must win for St. John’s.

“ We don’t have to say much
to motivate our kids. They don’t
want to let it slip through their
fingers. We want to continue to
play the way we’ve played all
year. The big key for us will be
stepping up to meet the chal-
lenge.

“ We  k n ow  t h e m  a n d  t h e y
know us. They want to control
the football and the time of
possession, and they’re going to
t e s t  o u r  m a n h o o d  e a r l y  b y
playing smash-mouth football.

They’re a ver y intelligent team,
and we have a lot of respect for
their program.’’

Whitmer is led offensively by
s e n i o r  r u n n i n g  b a c k  E d w i n
“Pe t e y ’’  Ho o d  ( 1 , 4 2 5  r u s h i n g
yards, 18 TDs), junior quar ter-
back J.J. Fought (47 of 92, 735
passing yards, plus 55 r ushes for
531 and 12 TDs) and a line
a n c h o re d  by  c e n t e r  Bra n d o n
O c h m a n e k .  T h e  P a n t h e r
defense is anchored by line-
backer Greg Scher mbeck, end
Ky l e  Sn y d e r  a n d  s a f e t y  Ky l e
Andrews (seven interceptions).

“ They’re averaging 40 points
(38.7) per game,’’ Titan coach
Doug Pearson said of his team’s
daunting task against Whitmer,
“and they’re so good that you
can’t focus on taking away one

aspect of their game. You’ve got
to have ever ybody doing their
job and on the same page.

“ We’ve got to be able to r un
the ball and tackle and have
outstanding per for mances from
e v e r y b o d y  o n  d e f e n s e .  A l s o,
they have one of the fastest and
most aggressive defenses that
we’ve seen all year.”

St. John’s is led on offense by
r u n n i n g  b a c k  D o r i a n  Mi l l e t t i
(190 carr ies, 1,065 yards), quar-
t e r b a c k  M i c k e y  C a s s i d y  ( 8 7 3
passing yards, 10 TDs) and 6-4,
2 8 4 - p o u n d  g u a r d  A n d r e w
Decker. The Titan defense is
paced by nose guard Sam Ket-
t i n g e r ,  l i n e b a c k e r s  A u s t i n
Mayberr y and Marcus Waugh,
and free safety Cassidy (eight
interceptions).

Football standings, statistics
HIGH SCHOOLS

THE BLADE/ANDY MORRISON

Elmwood quar terback Kyle Rhoad (11) can pass to an array of standout receivers in, from
left , Chad Reynolds, Er ic Wansitler, Br ian Berr y and Adam Blachuta.

The Blade poll
Division I

                               W L PF PA
1. Whitmer (1)              9 0 348 97
2. St. Francis (2)           7 2 209 127
3. St. John’s (3)            6 3 238 149
4. Findlay (4)                5 4 301 203

Division II
                               W L PF PA
1. Southview (1)           9 0 305 152
2. Tiffin Columbian (2)  8 1 324 92
3. Defiance (3)              7 2 257 157
4. Clay (4)                     6 3 217 164
5. Maumee (5)              7 2 258 150

Division III
                               W L PF PA
1. Bellevue (1)              8 1 290 139
2. Eastwood (3)            7 2 318 171
3. Napoleon (2)             7 2 254 167
4. Oak Harbor (4)          6 3 179 128

Division IV
                               W L PF PA
1. Delta (1)                   8 1 288 109
2. Wauseon (2)             6 3 159 147
3. Lake (3)                    6 3 195 106
4. Rossford (4)              5 4 169 170

Division V
                               W L PF PA
1. Patrick Henry (1)      8 1 360 148
2. Mohawk (2)              8 1 289 82
3. Liberty-Benton        7 2 259 128
4. Elmwood                  6 3 321 184
5. Liberty Center (3)     6 3 233 138

Division VI
                               W L PF PA
1. Columbus Grove (1)  9 0 358 53
2. McComb (3)              7 2 311 166
3. Hardin Northern (4)  8 1 253 84
4. Cory-Rawson (2)      8 1 342 129
5. Hopewell-Loudon (5) 7 2 307 126

(Last week’s rankings in parentheses.
The poll ranks the top teams for Ohio
schools located within an 11-county cir-
culation area: Defiance, Fulton, Hancock,
H e n r y,  L u c a s ,  O t t a w a ,  P u t n a m ,  S a n -
dusky, Seneca, Williams and Wood. Also
included are Hardin Norther n from Hardin
County and Carey and Mohawk from
Wyandot County.)

FRIDAY NIGHT FORECAST
DAVE HACKENBERG THE GAMES STEVE JUNGA

Whitmer 30-14: Panthers pour it on Whitmer (9-0) vs. Whitmer 22-14: Panther defense, 
for outright City League title. St. John’s (6-3) Hood-Fought combo hard to top.

St. Francis 59-17: Knights fall short Central (3-6) vs. St. Francis 21-13: Knights continue 
in City, but head for state playoffs. St. Francis (7-2) dominance in rivalry.

Springfield 17-13: Devils started Rossford (5-4) at Rossford 20-14: Bulldogs on upswing, 
impressively, and will end that way. Springfield (5-4) Blue Devils faltering.

Eastwood 31-13: Eagles snag SLL title Lake (6-3) at Eastwood 28-21: Eagles grab their SLL 
share with the winner of . . . Eastwood (7-2) share behind versatile QB Leady.

Woodmore 14-10: Consolidation of Elmwood (6-3) at Elmwood 33-21: Royal offense paves 
co-champs would be Woodwood. Woodmore (6-3) Rhoad to SLL title share.

Archbold 20-17: Time for Streaks to Liberty Center (6-3) Liberty Center 20-13: Tigers regroup
span season and series skids. at Archbold (5-4) to clip slumping Blue Streaks.

Patrick Henry 42-6: Patriots make clear Wauseon (6-3) at Patrick Henry 41-20: Patriots run table 
who the class of NWOAL is. Patrick Henry (8-1) in NWOAL, set up strong playoff run.

Findlay 28-24: Swami suspects recent Findlay (5-4) at Findlay 28-24: Tougher schedule has 
loss at Marion deflated Napoleon. Napoleon (7-2) Trojans better prepared.

Cory-Rawson 45-40: Blanchard Valley McComb (7-2) at McComb 28-26: Panthers spoil BVC 
powers light up the scoreboard. Cory-Rawson (8-1) title share for Hornets.

Upper Sandusky 18-16: Cocky Columbian (8-1) Columbian 35-20: Tornadoes blow into
Columbian finds the road is never easy. at Upper (8-1) town, take outright NOL crown.

Last week: Junga 6-4, Hackenberg 4-6. Season: Junga 63-27, Hackenberg 55-35.


