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Still reeling from the gover-
nor’s recent announcement of 
state cuts, Bedford and Mason 
school districts last night  were 
dealt another blow — township 
voters narrowly defeated their 
tax levies for capital improve-
ment projects such as school 
building repairs.

“The people have spoken, we 
need to listen to that,”  Bedford 
Superintendent Jon White said. 
“We will continue to put things 
off as much as we can, and when 
we can no longer put things off 
we will be forced to make the re-
pairs with funds that would nor-
mally go into the classroom.”

Mr. White said he does not ex-
pect the district to try again for a 
similar levy.

The fi ve-year, 0.5-mill levy 
would have generated about 

$2.5 million and cost owners of a 
$200,000 home $50 a year.

The money would have gone 
toward replacing roofs at the 
high school, junior high school, 
and Temperance Road Elemen-
tary School, removing asbestos 
fl ooring, repairing exterior walls, 
and replacing two boilers.

“I’m very disappointed that 
our school supporters didn’t 
come out to vote,” Mr. White 
said.

The Mason Consolidated 
Schools’ fi ve-year, 2-mill levy 
would have brought in $2.98 
million and cost owners of a 
$200,000 home $200 a year.

It would have been used to 
repair the high school roof, up-
grade electrical lines and plumb-
ing, and upgrade locker rooms, 
bathrooms, and driveways.

Dennis Rottenbucher, Mason’s 
interim superintendent, said the 
board will look into putting the 

levy back on the ballot.
Blissfi eld and Deerfi eld town-

ship voters passed their school 
districts’ capital improvement 
levies.

In Blissfi eld, voters approved 
a 1.75-mill levy that will last 10 
years, from 2010 to 2019, and is 
estimated to bring in $425,000 
during its fi rst year.

In addition to the capital im-
provement levies, many voters 
in Lenawee and Monroe coun-
ties voted to allow their districts 
to override Michigan’s Headlee 
Amendment.

Under the amendment, as 
property values rise, the school 
district must roll back taxes so 
revenues match the rate of infl a-
tion.

The override allows districts 
with property values increasing 
higher than the rate of infl ation 
to tax the full 18 mills.

Though residents vote on the 

override, only business proper-
ties, apartment buildings, rental 
homes, vacation properties, and 
some vacant parcels are taxed.

Voters approved the override 
for Mason and Airport Commu-
nity Schools.

In Blissfi eld, voters renewed 
and increased the township’s 
fi re levy, renewed its road levy, 

and passed a new levy for fi re
equipment.

In Bedford, Michael Smith and 
Ann Myers beat out incumbent 
Laura E. Keehn for the two open 
four-year board positions, and 
Joe Gore defeated Fred Swank 
for the open two-year position.

Erie Township voters elected 
Sandra Dobbs and Don Pearce 

to the two open four-year board 
positions.

In Monroe, Kenneth J. McNa-
mee and Lawrence J. VanWas-
shenova took the two open four-
year board positions.

Contact Benjamin Alexander-Bloch at:
babloch@theblade.com

or 419-724-6168.
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33-50% OFF
Ladies' Better Collections

Designer of American Classics • Famous New York Designer
Nygard Collection • & More!

Orig. 34.00-260.00, NOW $17-$174.20

a

Selection varies by store. Interim markdowns have been taken.
Savings based on original price. While supplies last.

"Receptor"

$5999

"Motion Slide"

"Motion
Strap"

$7999

PRICE BREAK
Orig. 90.00. Orig. 110.00.

LADIES' MEN'S

Receive a FREE potted flower with any regular price dress or suit purchase. While supplies last.

For Your Convenience We Accept Your Dillard’s Charge, Visa, MasterCard, American Express, Discover, Carte Blanche, Or Diner’s Club Card.
SHOP MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10 A.M. - 9 P.M.  SHOP SUNDAY 12 NOON - 6 P.M. 

SOUTHWYCK • FRANKLIN PARK
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School issues
Adrian School Board (two 
6-year terms)
Jon Baucher ..................  1272
✓ Edward J. Engle III ...... 1369
Ron Rowley ..................... 864
(two 4-year terms)
Randy Fiedler ................... 727
Cara French ..................... 455
✓ Deanne A. Henagan ...... 925
Susan Kapnick ................. 703
✓ Janet McDowell ............ 921
Blissfi eld: 1.75-mill additional 
10-year levy renewal.
✓ For: 264............ Against: 231
Blissfi eld School Board 
(two 4-year terms)
✓ Linda K. Hamann ..........  200
✓ Chad Horky ................... 273
Audricka Jacob ................ 115
Brian McEwan ................. 197
Ann Tuckerman Keller .... 1923
Deerfi eld: 1-mill, 5-year 
sinking-fund levy.
✓ For: 51................ Against: 47
Madison School District: 
1-year renewal of 18-mill 
nonhomestead operating 
millage.
✓ For: 280............ Against: 119
Madison: .5-mill, 9-year 
sinking-fund levy.
For: 169 ...........✓ Against: 228
Madison School Board 
(two 4-year terms)
✓ Martin Kyle Ehinger ........  162
Mike Reed ......................... 158
Debra A. Ringman.............. 139
✓ Nancy D. Roback ............ 164
Mark L. Swinehart .............. 157
Morenci Area Schools: 
1-year renewal of 18-mill 
nonhomestead.
✓ For: 237.............. Against: 53
Morenci School Board (two 
4-year terms)
Jason Bryant.......................  35
Richard Decker .................. 126
✓ Ivy Y. Hutchison............... 220
✓ Dwight Mansfi eld ............ 202
Sand Creek Community 
Schools: .5-mill, 4-year 
sinking-fund levy.

✓ For: 141.............. Against: 63
Sand Creek School Board 
(one 4-year terms)
Artie Gross..........................  60
✓ Kenneth D. Leininger ....... 140
Clinton Community 
Schools: 1-year renewal of 
18-mill nonhomestead.
✓ For: 215.............. Against: 37
Onsted Community 
Schools: 1-year renewal of 
18-mill nonhomestead.
✓ For: 353.............. Against: 86

Onsted School Board (two 
4-year terms)
✓ Julia Clark ......................  298
✓ Tim Kelly ......................... 219
Douglas J. Miller .................. 54
Sue Nortley .......................... 53
Alan L. Schafer..................... 50
Keith R. Williams ................ 143
Hudson Area Schools: .75-
mill, 5-year sinking-fund 
levy.

For: 125 ...........✓ Against: 157
Hudson School Board (two 
4-year terms)
✓ Carrie Evans...................  169
✓ Marsha Evenson.............. 204
Kathie L. Knoblauch ............. 28
Bruce A. Van Wieren........... 124
Addison School Board (one 
4-year terms)
Richard Doyle ...................  125
✓ Michael Murphy............... 175

Martin A. Staib ..................... 26
Briton-Macon Area 
Schools: 1-year renewal of 
18-mill nonhomestead.
For: 108 ..............✓ Against: 34

Municipal issues
Blissfi eld Township: 1.4737-
mill, 4-year, renewal levy for 
road improvements.
✓ For: 256............ Against: 152
Blissfi eld Township: 0.263-
mill, 4-year, road millage 

increase.
✓ For: 187............ Against: 221
Blissfi eld Township: 0.9825-
mill, 4-year, renewal for fi re 
operations.
✓ For: 293............ Against: 121
Blissfi eld Township: 0.0175-
mill, 4-year, increase for fi re 
operations.
✓ For: 201............ Against: 190
Blissfi eld Township: 0.5-mill, 
4-year, levy for fi re equipment.
✓ For: 200............ Against: 193

Bedford, Mason districts 
spurn school tax increase

Bedford levy backers Bill Henning, left, and Chuck Kaseman are dejected after hearing of the 
loss. Superintendent Jon White said he doesn’t expect another try for a similar levy.

THE BLADE/ANDY MORRISON 

MONROE COUNTY
School issues

Bedford: 0.5-mill, 5-year, 
capital improvement levy.
For: 1618 ........ ✓ Against: 1675
Mason Consolidated: 2-mill, 
5-year, sinking fund levy.
For: 576 .............✓Against: 607
Mason Consolidated: 
Increase nonhomestead tax by 
0.75 mills for 2007, 2008.
✓ For: 652............ Against: 536
Airport Community: Increase 
nonhomestead tax by 2 mills 
for 2007, 2008.
✓ For: 741............ Against: 481
Jefferson: 10-year renewal 
of 18-mill nonhomestead 
operating millage.
✓ For: 2071.......... Against: 416

Bedford Township
Bedford School Board 
(two 4-year terms)
Laura E. Keehn ..............  1,398
✓ Michael Smith ............ 1,855
✓ Ann Myers .................. 1,484
(one 2-year term)
✓ Joe Gore ..................... 1530
Fred Swank .................... 1056

Erie Township
Mason Consolidated 
School Board (two 4-year 
terms)
✓ Sandra Dobbs ...............  660
Scott E. Dussia ................  544
✓ Don Pearce ................... 588
Daphne Williams .............. 513
Monroe public schools 
(two 4-year terms)
Rebecca S. Blunt..............  924
David Brace ...................... 651
✓ Kenneth McNamee .... 1,904
Donald Neal Thurber ..... 1,110
✓ Lawrence J. VanWasshenova .1,437

Dundee Community 
School Board (one 4-year 

term)
✓ Brenda Rath ..................  203
Joan A. Sterns .................. 160

LENAWEE COUNTY

Narrow losses follow news of planned state cuts 
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Voters OK cemetery funds, but barely defeat police levy WOOD COUNTY
Municipal issues
Lake Township: additional 
2.9-mill continuing police levy.
For: 325 .............✓Against: 339

OTTAWA COUNTY
Municipal issues
Clay Township: additional 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 463............ Against: 325

 Voters looked favorably on a 
levy to expand the Clay Town-
ship cemetery, but narrowly 
defeated a levy to support police 
in Lake Township.

In Ottawa County’s Clay 
Township, voters approved a 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy on 
the ballot for the purchase of an 
additional fi ve acres to expand 

the township’s 15-acre cemetery 
on Opher-Lentz Road between 
State Rt. 15 and State Rt. 163. The 
land is needed because the cem-
etery is running low on space.

The levy will cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $15.75 annu-
ally and will raise $45,300 a year 
for the township.

In Wood County, Lake Town-

ship voters turned down a 
2.9-mill continuing police levy 
by a slim margin that would’ve
helped offset the rising cost of 
police services.

The levy, which would have 
raised nearly $470,300 a year, 
would’ve paid rising costs of po-
lice offi cers’ health-care, gasoline 
costs, and outdated equipment.

The levy also would have al-
lowed about $500,000 from the 
township general fund, which has 
been going to the police depart-
ment as part of its $1.2 million 
budget, to be freed up for parks 
and road repaving projects.

The levy would have cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home about 
$89 a year.

OTTAWA COUNTY
School issue

Benton-Carroll-Salem: 
renewal of 4.33-mill, fi ve-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,085......... Against: 441

SANDUSKY COUNTY
County issues

Parks District:  1-mill, 10-
year operating levy.
✓ For: 6,479...... Against: 5,531
Green Creek Township: 
additional 1.65-mill, fi ve-year 
fi re levy.
✓ For: 467............ Against: 309

School issues
Bellevue: additional 0.75-mill, 
5-year income tax. (District 
includes parts of Erie and 
Huron counties)
For: 714 .........✓ Against: 1,656
Fremont: additional 0.5-mill, 
fi ve-year income tax.
For: 3,576 ......✓ Against: 3,652
Clyde-Green Springs Schools: 
1.5-mill, fi ve-year replacement 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Seneca County.)
For: 1,050 ......✓ Against: 1,112

SENECA COUNTY
County issue

Thompson Township: 
additional 2-mill continuing 
roads and bridges levy.
✓ For: 155............ Against: 134

School issues
Tiffi n: 1.5-mill, fi ve-year 
permanent improvement levy.
For: 1,229 ......✓ Against: 1,254
Fostoria renewal of 7.5-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Hancock and Wood counties.)
✓ For: 919............ Against: 628
Old Fort: renewal of 6.3-mill, 
fi ve-year levy for operations 
and capital improvements.
✓ For: 236............ Against: 158

Park funds, 
some levies 
for schools 
survive vote

 Voters in the Sandusky County 
Park District, who turned down 
a funding request last fall, gave 
their approval yesterday to a 
1-mill levy.

Park offi cials had hoped that a 
single levy would be less confus-
ing than in November, when vot-
ers rejected the district’s request 
for a 0.5-mill replacement levy 
and 0.5-mill additional levy. 

Approved yesterday by a 
healthy margin was a 1-mill levy 
that will generate about $1 mil-
lion a year and cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $30 a year. 

It’s been 18 years since the 
park district had a millage in-
crease.

Parks Director Steve Gruner, 
who was pleased with the out-
come, said passage of the levy 
means that the 10.5-mile exten-
sion of the North Coast Inland 
Bike Trail “is now a go.”

The board will revisit next 
month cuts that were made 
after  the levy defeat in the fall. 
The district postponed open-
ing Creek Bend Farm, a historic 
farm park on State Rt. 590 near 
Lindsey, and reduced staff and 
park hours.

 Voters in the Fremont City 
School District, who rejected 
operating levies last May and in 
November, yesterday narrowly 
defeated a 0.5 percent, fi ve-year 
income tax that would have gen-
erated an estimated $2.6 million 
a year. 

The district, which has a $1.5 
million operating defi cit, has 
been directed by the Ohio De-
partment of Education to work 
out a fi scal recovery plan. 

 In Ottawa County, voters in 
the Benton-Carroll-Salem dis-
trict renewed by a wide margin 
a 4.33-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy, and renewal of 7.5-mill, 
fi ve-year emergency operating 
levy was approved in Fostoria 
Schools, a district that includes 
parts of Seneca, Hancock, and 
Wood counties.

Levy requests by other school 
districts didn’t fare as well. In 
the Bellevue City School District, 
which includes parts of San-
dusky, Erie, Seneca, and Huron 
counties, voters turned down a 
0.75 percent, fi ve-year income 
tax that would have generated 
about $1.7 million a year.

In Seneca County, Tiffi n City 
School District residents re-
jected a 1.5-mill, fi ve-year per-
manent improvement levy that 
would have replaced a 1-mill 
levy that has been on the books 
since 1978 and expires at the end 
of the year. 

The new levy would have cost 
the owner of a $100,000 home 
about $46 a year.

A 1.5-mill, fi ve-year replace-
ment levy was defeated by voters 
in Clyde-Green Springs Schools. 
The district includes parts of 
Sandusky and Seneca counties.

DEFIANCE COUNTY
County issues

Defi ance Public Library: 
0.75-mill, 5-year operating 
levy.
✓ For: 3,430...... Against: 2,699

Municipal issues
Defi ance: Question of 
allowing Sunday beer sales 
between 1 p.m. and midnight 
at Mike’s Convenience Store, 
1746 South Clinton St.
✓ For: 114.............. Against: 71
Washington Township:  1.5-
mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 163.............. Against: 55

School issues
Ayersville: additional 1 
percent, 5-year income tax for 
operations.
For: 469 ............ ✓ Against: 638
Central: renewal of 6.63-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes part of 

Williams County.)
✓ For: 635............ Against: 384
Defi ance: renewal of 6.48-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Paulding 
County.)
✓ For: 1,566...... Against: 1,039

Municipal elections
Defi ance
Republican mayoral 
nomination
✓ Peter Lundberg ..........  1,027
Ellen Upp .......................... 376

HENRY COUNTY
County issues

South Joint Ambulance 
District:  2.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 648............ Against: 226
Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 1.9-mill continuing 
operating levy.

✓ For: 1,779......... Against: 954

Municipal issues
Deshler:  renewal of 1.4-mill, 
5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 8.................... Against: 5
Damascus Township: 
additional 1-mill continuing 
fi re and emergency medical 
services levy.
✓ For: 152.............. Against: 46
Washington Township: 
additional 1.9-mill, 5-year 
roads and bridges levy.
For: 76 ............... ✓ Against: 86

School issues
Patrick Henry: renewal 
of 0.75 percent continuing 
income tax. (District includes 
part of Wood County.)
✓ For: 274............ Against: 182
Patrick Henry: renewal of 
5.9-mill continuing levy.
✓ For: 266............ Against: 184

Municipal elections

Napoleon
Republican mayoral 
nomination
Travis Sheaffer .................  128
✓ Matthew G. Wells .......... 535

FULTON COUNTY
County issues

Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 2-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,746...... Against: 1,011

Municipal issues
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 93................ Against: 29
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 91................ Against: 32
Lyons: replacement of 4.1-
mill, 5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 33.................. Against: 9
Lyons: replacement of 
0.5-mill, 5-year parks and 

recreation levy.
✓ For: 31................ Against: 12
Amboy Township: renewal of 
1-mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 72................ Against: 16
Chesterfi eld Township: 
replacement of 0.7-mill, 5-year 
fi re and emergency services 
levy.
✓ For: 51................ Against: 11
Clinton Township: renewal of 
0.4-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 327.............. Against: 88

School issues
Swanton: renewal of 3.99-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Lucas County.)
For: 748 ............ ✓ Against: 826

WILLIAMS COUNTY
School issues

Bryan: renewal of 6.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
✓ For: 1,377......... Against: 925

Funding approved for ambulance, library
 By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Voters in the counties west 
of Toledo yesterday supported 
ambulance services in Henry 
County and approved a request 
for more tax funds for the county 
library system in Defi ance 
County.

In southern Henry County, a 
wide margin of voters approved 
a 2.9-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy to fund a new ambulance 
district created after the county’s 
recent budget crisis.

Proponents said before the 
election that if the levy had 
failed, residents requiring am-
bulances might have had to wait 
for emergency vehicles coming 
from as far away as Napoleon or 
Defi ance.

The newly formed Henry 
County South Joint Ambulance 
District sought the levy to 
raise $380,000 a year to pay for 

emergency medical services in 
the villages of Deshler, Hamler, 
Holgate, New Bavaria, and Ma-
linta and in Bartlow, Marion, 
Pleasant, Flat Rock, Monroe, and 
Richfi eld townships. 

The village of Florida in Flat 
Rock Township is not part of the 
district. 

Henry County Emergency 
Medical Services now covers 
those villages and townships, 
but because of budget woes, 
Henry County commissioners 
cut funding to the organization.

“We’re happy the voters have 
the confi dence in us to do this,” 
said Bob Hastedt, president of 
the ambulance district.

He said the 11-member board 
is to meet tonight  to begin dis-
cussing the logistics of starting 
the service.

“I would really like to see it up 
and running by the fi rst of the 
year,” Mr. Hastedt said.

“It’ll be at least what we have 
now, and hopefully better cover-
age than what we have now,” he
said.

In Defi ance County, voters ap-
proved a request from the public 
library asking for a new 0.75-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy to 
raise more than $502,000 a year 
at a cost of almost $23 a year to 
the owner of a $100,000 home.

Library Director Marilyn Hite 
said the libraries in Defi ance, 
Sherwood, and Hicksville will re-
sume longer hours with money 
generated from the levy. 

The Defi ance library is now 
closed all day Friday and Satur-
day after cutting 20 hours from 
its schedule because of a bud-

get crunch.   Ms. Hite credits the 
levy’s passing  to  volunteers who 
 got the word out about rebuild-
ing resources the library  lost be-
cause of budget constraints.

 There also were contested 
Republican primaries for mayor 
on the ballot in the cities of Defi -
ance and Napoleon.

In Defi ance, two downtown 
business owners battled for the 
nomination and Peter Lundberg, 
57, defeated  Ellen Upp, 58, by a 
wide margin.

Mr. Lundberg, who has owned 
Charlie’s Down Under restaurant 
for 13 years, ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor in 1999 and has never 
held elective offi ce.

Mrs. Upp, who has owned the 
Fifth Stitch knitting shop for 36 
years, has been a city council-
man for more than 13 years and 

has been chairman of council’s 
fi nance committee for about 10 
years. 

Mr. Lundberg will face incum-
bent Bob Armstrong, a Demo-
crat, in November.

In Napoleon, Matthew G. 
Wells, 36, won the Republican 
mayoral nomination.

Mr. Wells, a board of public 
affairs member, defeated by a 
wide margin Travis Sheaffer, 33, 
who has been a city councilman 
for 16 years.

There are no Democratic can-
didates.

In Fulton County, the only 
countywide issue was a 2-mill, 
fi ve-year renewal for the county 
board of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities, 
which passed.

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

in a state of fi scal caution by the 
Ohio Department of Education, 
has been looking at spending 
cuts and revenue enhancement 
as a strategy for fi nancial stabil-
ity. Since December, the school 
board has eliminated three 
administrative positions and 
made a host of other cuts to trim 
spending by nearly $600,000 a 
year.

The new tax would have pro-
duced about $4 million annually 
for the district that extends into 
Fulton and Wood counties.

In Wood County, the Per-
rysburg Exempted Village 
School District will not be ex-
panding or renovating all six of 
the district’s buildings, now that 
voters gave the thumbs down to 
a 2.29-mill, 28-year bond issue 
by a small margin.

The major project envisioned 
by school offi cials was at the ju-
nior high, which used to be the 
high school and has never been 
remodeled for use as a junior 
high. Plans called for adding a 
wing to the building for sixth 
graders, who were moved there 
in 2002 from the Commodore 
Building, and enlarging the caf-
eteria and music area to alleviate 
crowding.

They also anticipated adding 
air conditioning to Toth and 
Frank elementary schools, and 
a multipurpose room to the high 
school that would be used for 
large group functions.

Plans also called for con-
struction of a second, auxiliary 
gymnasium at the district’s  high 
school, which opened in 2001. 

Also in Wood County, offi cials 
with the Northwood Local 
School District were counting 
on voters to approve an addi-
tional, 5.9-mill continuing oper-
ating levy on the ballot to offset a 
projected $1.3 million defi cit in 
June, 2009, but it was rejected by 
a wide margin.

Superintendent Greg Clark 
said that the levy could have 
failed because the district didn’t 
communicate the need for the 
levy well enough or because vot-
ers felt district programs are too 
expensive and they need to be 
cut to reduce costs.

“The district is going to have 
to regroup and redouble our 
efforts to demonstrate the fi nan-
cial reality we fi nd ourselves in 
right now,” he said. 

The levy, which would have 
raised $740,000 annually, would 

have paid for  operational costs 
such as  teachers’ salaries, text-
books, technology, transporta-
tion, and utilities.

Current programs may also 
be in jeopardy in the Otsego 
Local School District in Wood 
County now that voters rejected 
a 5-mill, fi ve-year operating levy 
by a more than 2-to-1 margin.

The income tax adopted by 
voters in 2002 has raised about 

$300,000 less each year than 
anticipated, leaving district of-
fi cials with the burden of making 
up the difference. They’ve been 
doing so with surplus funds that 
are now almost all depleted.

The district needed the about 
$1 million produced by the 
millage to maintain current 
programs and plan for future 
growth, Superintendent Joe
Long has said.

Voters living in the Swanton 
Local School District decided 
not to renew a 3.99-mill, fi ve-
year operating levy by a narrow 
margin.

If it had  been renewed, 
though, it would have cost them 
a bit less a year than they’re pay-
ing now. The owner of a $100,000 
home now pays almost $133 a 
year on the levy, which is col-
lected at 4.34 mills.

But that same homeowner 
would have paid about $11 less 
annually because property val-
ues in the district have increased 
and there have been changes in 
taxation of public utilities and 
business inventory and equip-
ment.

The levy now collects $825,000 
a year for the school district that 
sits between Lucas and Fulton 
counties.

In Ottawa County, Genoa 
Area Local School District
offi cials would like to continue 
replacing and updating school 
security measures with an addi-

tional, 1.8-mill continuing per-
manent improvements levy.

But they won’t be able to for 
awhile, now that voters rejected 
that levy yesterday.

Offi cials have already installed 
doors wired with a buzzer sys-
tem at two entrances at each 
of the district’s four school 
buildings. But they would like 
to eventually pay for new and 
upgraded cameras on buses and 
video surveillance in the schools 
and parking lots.

Some funding from the levy 
that was expected to raise 
$290,000 a year would have also 
been earmarked for textbooks 
and computers.

Suburban Michigan schools 
fared no better than surburban 
schools in Ohio, with Bedford 
and Mason voters both defeat-
ing requests for sinking funds 
to help repair and maintain 
buildings.

Contact Erika Ray at: 
eray@theblade.com
or 419-724-6088.

Sadie Walters, 2, holds her mother, Jodi Walters, as she votes at 
the Swanton Church of the Nazarene in Swanton, where a 3.99-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy renewal was defeated.

THE BLADE/DAVE ZAPOTOSKY

Judy Carter, left, Eileen Sullivan, Anthony Wayne Superinten-
dent John Granger, and Les Disher discuss the defeat of the 
district’s 4.55-mill, fi ve-year emergency operating levy.

THE BLADE/ERIC SUMBERG

School issues
Anthony Wayne: 4.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
For: 3,208 ......✓ Against: 3,361
Perrysburg: 2.29-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 2,299 ......✓ Against: 2,829
Swanton: 3.99-mill, 5-year 
operating levy renewal.
For: 748 ............✓ Against: 826
Northwood: 5.9-mill 
continuing operating levy.
For: 266 ............✓ Against: 456

Otsego: 5-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
For: 539 ........ ✓ Against: 1,441
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
✓ For: 1,280 ..... Against: 1,262
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
For: 1,262 ......✓ Against: 1,278
Genoa: 1.8-mill continuing 
permanent improvements levy.
For: 511 ............✓ Against: 800

SUBURBAN TOLEDO

AREA COUNTIES

Tax issues pass in Henry, Defiance counties

Schools 
Continued from Page 1
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Voters OK cemetery funds, but barely defeat police levy WOOD COUNTY
Municipal issues
Lake Township: additional 
2.9-mill continuing police levy.
For: 325 .............✓Against: 339

OTTAWA COUNTY
Municipal issues
Clay Township: additional 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 463............ Against: 325

 Voters looked favorably on a 
levy to expand the Clay Town-
ship cemetery, but narrowly 
defeated a levy to support police 
in Lake Township.

In Ottawa County’s Clay 
Township, voters approved a 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy on 
the ballot for the purchase of an 
additional fi ve acres to expand 

the township’s 15-acre cemetery 
on Opher-Lentz Road between 
State Rt. 15 and State Rt. 163. The 
land is needed because the cem-
etery is running low on space.

The levy will cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $15.75 annu-
ally and will raise $45,300 a year 
for the township.

In Wood County, Lake Town-

ship voters turned down a 
2.9-mill continuing police levy 
by a slim margin that would’ve
helped offset the rising cost of 
police services.

The levy, which would have 
raised nearly $470,300 a year, 
would’ve paid rising costs of po-
lice offi cers’ health-care, gasoline 
costs, and outdated equipment.

The levy also would have al-
lowed about $500,000 from the 
township general fund, which has 
been going to the police depart-
ment as part of its $1.2 million 
budget, to be freed up for parks 
and road repaving projects.

The levy would have cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home about 
$89 a year.

OTTAWA COUNTY
School issue

Benton-Carroll-Salem: 
renewal of 4.33-mill, fi ve-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,085......... Against: 441

SANDUSKY COUNTY
County issues

Parks District:  1-mill, 10-
year operating levy.
✓ For: 6,479...... Against: 5,531
Green Creek Township: 
additional 1.65-mill, fi ve-year 
fi re levy.
✓ For: 467............ Against: 309

School issues
Bellevue: additional 0.75-mill, 
5-year income tax. (District 
includes parts of Erie and 
Huron counties)
For: 714 .........✓ Against: 1,656
Fremont: additional 0.5-mill, 
fi ve-year income tax.
For: 3,576 ......✓ Against: 3,652
Clyde-Green Springs Schools: 
1.5-mill, fi ve-year replacement 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Seneca County.)
For: 1,050 ......✓ Against: 1,112

SENECA COUNTY
County issue

Thompson Township: 
additional 2-mill continuing 
roads and bridges levy.
✓ For: 155............ Against: 134

School issues
Tiffi n: 1.5-mill, fi ve-year 
permanent improvement levy.
For: 1,229 ......✓ Against: 1,254
Fostoria renewal of 7.5-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Hancock and Wood counties.)
✓ For: 919............ Against: 628
Old Fort: renewal of 6.3-mill, 
fi ve-year levy for operations 
and capital improvements.
✓ For: 236............ Against: 158

Park funds, 
some levies 
for schools 
survive vote

 Voters in the Sandusky County 
Park District, who turned down 
a funding request last fall, gave 
their approval yesterday to a 
1-mill levy.

Park offi cials had hoped that a 
single levy would be less confus-
ing than in November, when vot-
ers rejected the district’s request 
for a 0.5-mill replacement levy 
and 0.5-mill additional levy. 

Approved yesterday by a 
healthy margin was a 1-mill levy 
that will generate about $1 mil-
lion a year and cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $30 a year. 

It’s been 18 years since the 
park district had a millage in-
crease.

Parks Director Steve Gruner, 
who was pleased with the out-
come, said passage of the levy 
means that the 10.5-mile exten-
sion of the North Coast Inland 
Bike Trail “is now a go.”

The board will revisit next 
month cuts that were made 
after  the levy defeat in the fall. 
The district postponed open-
ing Creek Bend Farm, a historic 
farm park on State Rt. 590 near 
Lindsey, and reduced staff and 
park hours.

 Voters in the Fremont City 
School District, who rejected 
operating levies last May and in 
November, yesterday narrowly 
defeated a 0.5 percent, fi ve-year 
income tax that would have gen-
erated an estimated $2.6 million 
a year. 

The district, which has a $1.5 
million operating defi cit, has 
been directed by the Ohio De-
partment of Education to work 
out a fi scal recovery plan. 

 In Ottawa County, voters in 
the Benton-Carroll-Salem dis-
trict renewed by a wide margin 
a 4.33-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy, and renewal of 7.5-mill, 
fi ve-year emergency operating 
levy was approved in Fostoria 
Schools, a district that includes 
parts of Seneca, Hancock, and 
Wood counties.

Levy requests by other school 
districts didn’t fare as well. In 
the Bellevue City School District, 
which includes parts of San-
dusky, Erie, Seneca, and Huron 
counties, voters turned down a 
0.75 percent, fi ve-year income 
tax that would have generated 
about $1.7 million a year.

In Seneca County, Tiffi n City 
School District residents re-
jected a 1.5-mill, fi ve-year per-
manent improvement levy that 
would have replaced a 1-mill 
levy that has been on the books 
since 1978 and expires at the end 
of the year. 

The new levy would have cost 
the owner of a $100,000 home 
about $46 a year.

A 1.5-mill, fi ve-year replace-
ment levy was defeated by voters 
in Clyde-Green Springs Schools. 
The district includes parts of 
Sandusky and Seneca counties.

DEFIANCE COUNTY
County issues

Defi ance Public Library: 
0.75-mill, 5-year operating 
levy.
✓ For: 3,430...... Against: 2,699

Municipal issues
Defi ance: Question of 
allowing Sunday beer sales 
between 1 p.m. and midnight 
at Mike’s Convenience Store, 
1746 South Clinton St.
✓ For: 114.............. Against: 71
Washington Township:  1.5-
mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 163.............. Against: 55

School issues
Ayersville: additional 1 
percent, 5-year income tax for 
operations.
For: 469 ............ ✓ Against: 638
Central: renewal of 6.63-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes part of 

Williams County.)
✓ For: 635............ Against: 384
Defi ance: renewal of 6.48-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Paulding 
County.)
✓ For: 1,566...... Against: 1,039

Municipal elections
Defi ance
Republican mayoral 
nomination
✓ Peter Lundberg ..........  1,027
Ellen Upp .......................... 376

HENRY COUNTY
County issues

South Joint Ambulance 
District:  2.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 648............ Against: 226
Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 1.9-mill continuing 
operating levy.

✓ For: 1,779......... Against: 954

Municipal issues
Deshler:  renewal of 1.4-mill, 
5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 8.................... Against: 5
Damascus Township: 
additional 1-mill continuing 
fi re and emergency medical 
services levy.
✓ For: 152.............. Against: 46
Washington Township: 
additional 1.9-mill, 5-year 
roads and bridges levy.
For: 76 ............... ✓ Against: 86

School issues
Patrick Henry: renewal 
of 0.75 percent continuing 
income tax. (District includes 
part of Wood County.)
✓ For: 274............ Against: 182
Patrick Henry: renewal of 
5.9-mill continuing levy.
✓ For: 266............ Against: 184

Municipal elections

Napoleon
Republican mayoral 
nomination
Travis Sheaffer .................  128
✓ Matthew G. Wells .......... 535

FULTON COUNTY
County issues

Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 2-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,746...... Against: 1,011

Municipal issues
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 93................ Against: 29
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 91................ Against: 32
Lyons: replacement of 4.1-
mill, 5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 33.................. Against: 9
Lyons: replacement of 
0.5-mill, 5-year parks and 

recreation levy.
✓ For: 31................ Against: 12
Amboy Township: renewal of 
1-mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 72................ Against: 16
Chesterfi eld Township: 
replacement of 0.7-mill, 5-year 
fi re and emergency services 
levy.
✓ For: 51................ Against: 11
Clinton Township: renewal of 
0.4-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 327.............. Against: 88

School issues
Swanton: renewal of 3.99-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Lucas County.)
For: 748 ............ ✓ Against: 826

WILLIAMS COUNTY
School issues

Bryan: renewal of 6.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
✓ For: 1,377......... Against: 925

Funding approved for ambulance, library
 By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Voters in the counties west 
of Toledo yesterday supported 
ambulance services in Henry 
County and approved a request 
for more tax funds for the county 
library system in Defi ance 
County.

In southern Henry County, a 
wide margin of voters approved 
a 2.9-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy to fund a new ambulance 
district created after the county’s 
recent budget crisis.

Proponents said before the 
election that if the levy had 
failed, residents requiring am-
bulances might have had to wait 
for emergency vehicles coming 
from as far away as Napoleon or 
Defi ance.

The newly formed Henry 
County South Joint Ambulance 
District sought the levy to 
raise $380,000 a year to pay for 

emergency medical services in 
the villages of Deshler, Hamler, 
Holgate, New Bavaria, and Ma-
linta and in Bartlow, Marion, 
Pleasant, Flat Rock, Monroe, and 
Richfi eld townships. 

The village of Florida in Flat 
Rock Township is not part of the 
district. 

Henry County Emergency 
Medical Services now covers 
those villages and townships, 
but because of budget woes, 
Henry County commissioners 
cut funding to the organization.

“We’re happy the voters have 
the confi dence in us to do this,” 
said Bob Hastedt, president of 
the ambulance district.

He said the 11-member board 
is to meet tonight  to begin dis-
cussing the logistics of starting 
the service.

“I would really like to see it up 
and running by the fi rst of the 
year,” Mr. Hastedt said.

“It’ll be at least what we have 
now, and hopefully better cover-
age than what we have now,” he
said.

In Defi ance County, voters ap-
proved a request from the public 
library asking for a new 0.75-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy to 
raise more than $502,000 a year 
at a cost of almost $23 a year to 
the owner of a $100,000 home.

Library Director Marilyn Hite 
said the libraries in Defi ance, 
Sherwood, and Hicksville will re-
sume longer hours with money 
generated from the levy. 

The Defi ance library is now 
closed all day Friday and Satur-
day after cutting 20 hours from 
its schedule because of a bud-

get crunch.   Ms. Hite credits the 
levy’s passing  to  volunteers who 
 got the word out about rebuild-
ing resources the library  lost be-
cause of budget constraints.

 There also were contested 
Republican primaries for mayor 
on the ballot in the cities of Defi -
ance and Napoleon.

In Defi ance, two downtown 
business owners battled for the 
nomination and Peter Lundberg, 
57, defeated  Ellen Upp, 58, by a 
wide margin.

Mr. Lundberg, who has owned 
Charlie’s Down Under restaurant 
for 13 years, ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor in 1999 and has never 
held elective offi ce.

Mrs. Upp, who has owned the 
Fifth Stitch knitting shop for 36 
years, has been a city council-
man for more than 13 years and 

has been chairman of council’s 
fi nance committee for about 10 
years. 

Mr. Lundberg will face incum-
bent Bob Armstrong, a Demo-
crat, in November.

In Napoleon, Matthew G. 
Wells, 36, won the Republican 
mayoral nomination.

Mr. Wells, a board of public 
affairs member, defeated by a 
wide margin Travis Sheaffer, 33, 
who has been a city councilman 
for 16 years.

There are no Democratic can-
didates.

In Fulton County, the only 
countywide issue was a 2-mill, 
fi ve-year renewal for the county 
board of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities, 
which passed.

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

in a state of fi scal caution by the 
Ohio Department of Education, 
has been looking at spending 
cuts and revenue enhancement 
as a strategy for fi nancial stabil-
ity. Since December, the school 
board has eliminated three 
administrative positions and 
made a host of other cuts to trim 
spending by nearly $600,000 a 
year.

The new tax would have pro-
duced about $4 million annually 
for the district that extends into 
Fulton and Wood counties.

In Wood County, the Per-
rysburg Exempted Village 
School District will not be ex-
panding or renovating all six of 
the district’s buildings, now that 
voters gave the thumbs down to 
a 2.29-mill, 28-year bond issue 
by a small margin.

The major project envisioned 
by school offi cials was at the ju-
nior high, which used to be the 
high school and has never been 
remodeled for use as a junior 
high. Plans called for adding a 
wing to the building for sixth 
graders, who were moved there 
in 2002 from the Commodore 
Building, and enlarging the caf-
eteria and music area to alleviate 
crowding.

They also anticipated adding 
air conditioning to Toth and 
Frank elementary schools, and 
a multipurpose room to the high 
school that would be used for 
large group functions.

Plans also called for con-
struction of a second, auxiliary 
gymnasium at the district’s  high 
school, which opened in 2001. 

Also in Wood County, offi cials 
with the Northwood Local 
School District were counting 
on voters to approve an addi-
tional, 5.9-mill continuing oper-
ating levy on the ballot to offset a 
projected $1.3 million defi cit in 
June, 2009, but it was rejected by 
a wide margin.

Superintendent Greg Clark 
said that the levy could have 
failed because the district didn’t 
communicate the need for the 
levy well enough or because vot-
ers felt district programs are too 
expensive and they need to be 
cut to reduce costs.

“The district is going to have 
to regroup and redouble our 
efforts to demonstrate the fi nan-
cial reality we fi nd ourselves in 
right now,” he said. 

The levy, which would have 
raised $740,000 annually, would 

have paid for  operational costs 
such as  teachers’ salaries, text-
books, technology, transporta-
tion, and utilities.

Current programs may also 
be in jeopardy in the Otsego 
Local School District in Wood 
County now that voters rejected 
a 5-mill, fi ve-year operating levy 
by a more than 2-to-1 margin.

The income tax adopted by 
voters in 2002 has raised about 

$300,000 less each year than 
anticipated, leaving district of-
fi cials with the burden of making 
up the difference. They’ve been 
doing so with surplus funds that 
are now almost all depleted.

The district needed the about 
$1 million produced by the 
millage to maintain current 
programs and plan for future 
growth, Superintendent Joe
Long has said.

Voters living in the Swanton 
Local School District decided 
not to renew a 3.99-mill, fi ve-
year operating levy by a narrow 
margin.

If it had  been renewed, 
though, it would have cost them 
a bit less a year than they’re pay-
ing now. The owner of a $100,000 
home now pays almost $133 a 
year on the levy, which is col-
lected at 4.34 mills.

But that same homeowner 
would have paid about $11 less 
annually because property val-
ues in the district have increased 
and there have been changes in 
taxation of public utilities and 
business inventory and equip-
ment.

The levy now collects $825,000 
a year for the school district that 
sits between Lucas and Fulton 
counties.

In Ottawa County, Genoa 
Area Local School District
offi cials would like to continue 
replacing and updating school 
security measures with an addi-

tional, 1.8-mill continuing per-
manent improvements levy.

But they won’t be able to for 
awhile, now that voters rejected 
that levy yesterday.

Offi cials have already installed 
doors wired with a buzzer sys-
tem at two entrances at each 
of the district’s four school 
buildings. But they would like 
to eventually pay for new and 
upgraded cameras on buses and 
video surveillance in the schools 
and parking lots.

Some funding from the levy 
that was expected to raise 
$290,000 a year would have also 
been earmarked for textbooks 
and computers.

Suburban Michigan schools 
fared no better than surburban 
schools in Ohio, with Bedford 
and Mason voters both defeat-
ing requests for sinking funds 
to help repair and maintain 
buildings.

Contact Erika Ray at: 
eray@theblade.com
or 419-724-6088.

Sadie Walters, 2, holds her mother, Jodi Walters, as she votes at 
the Swanton Church of the Nazarene in Swanton, where a 3.99-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy renewal was defeated.

THE BLADE/DAVE ZAPOTOSKY

Judy Carter, left, Eileen Sullivan, Anthony Wayne Superinten-
dent John Granger, and Les Disher discuss the defeat of the 
district’s 4.55-mill, fi ve-year emergency operating levy.

THE BLADE/ERIC SUMBERG

School issues
Anthony Wayne: 4.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
For: 3,208 ......✓ Against: 3,361
Perrysburg: 2.29-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 2,299 ......✓ Against: 2,829
Swanton: 3.99-mill, 5-year 
operating levy renewal.
For: 748 ............✓ Against: 826
Northwood: 5.9-mill 
continuing operating levy.
For: 266 ............✓ Against: 456

Otsego: 5-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
For: 539 ........ ✓ Against: 1,441
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
✓ For: 1,280 ..... Against: 1,262
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
For: 1,262 ......✓ Against: 1,278
Genoa: 1.8-mill continuing 
permanent improvements levy.
For: 511 ............✓ Against: 800

SUBURBAN TOLEDO

AREA COUNTIES

Tax issues pass in Henry, Defiance counties
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Voters OK cemetery funds, but barely defeat police levy WOOD COUNTY
Municipal issues
Lake Township: additional 
2.9-mill continuing police levy.
For: 325 .............✓Against: 339

OTTAWA COUNTY
Municipal issues
Clay Township: additional 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 463............ Against: 325

 Voters looked favorably on a 
levy to expand the Clay Town-
ship cemetery, but narrowly 
defeated a levy to support police 
in Lake Township.

In Ottawa County’s Clay 
Township, voters approved a 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy on 
the ballot for the purchase of an 
additional fi ve acres to expand 

the township’s 15-acre cemetery 
on Opher-Lentz Road between 
State Rt. 15 and State Rt. 163. The 
land is needed because the cem-
etery is running low on space.

The levy will cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $15.75 annu-
ally and will raise $45,300 a year 
for the township.

In Wood County, Lake Town-

ship voters turned down a 
2.9-mill continuing police levy 
by a slim margin that would’ve
helped offset the rising cost of 
police services.

The levy, which would have 
raised nearly $470,300 a year, 
would’ve paid rising costs of po-
lice offi cers’ health-care, gasoline 
costs, and outdated equipment.

The levy also would have al-
lowed about $500,000 from the 
township general fund, which has 
been going to the police depart-
ment as part of its $1.2 million 
budget, to be freed up for parks 
and road repaving projects.

The levy would have cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home about 
$89 a year.

OTTAWA COUNTY
School issue

Benton-Carroll-Salem: 
renewal of 4.33-mill, fi ve-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,085......... Against: 441

SANDUSKY COUNTY
County issues

Parks District:  1-mill, 10-
year operating levy.
✓ For: 6,479...... Against: 5,531
Green Creek Township: 
additional 1.65-mill, fi ve-year 
fi re levy.
✓ For: 467............ Against: 309

School issues
Bellevue: additional 0.75-mill, 
5-year income tax. (District 
includes parts of Erie and 
Huron counties)
For: 714 .........✓ Against: 1,656
Fremont: additional 0.5-mill, 
fi ve-year income tax.
For: 3,576 ......✓ Against: 3,652
Clyde-Green Springs Schools: 
1.5-mill, fi ve-year replacement 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Seneca County.)
For: 1,050 ......✓ Against: 1,112

SENECA COUNTY
County issue

Thompson Township: 
additional 2-mill continuing 
roads and bridges levy.
✓ For: 155............ Against: 134

School issues
Tiffi n: 1.5-mill, fi ve-year 
permanent improvement levy.
For: 1,229 ......✓ Against: 1,254
Fostoria renewal of 7.5-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Hancock and Wood counties.)
✓ For: 919............ Against: 628
Old Fort: renewal of 6.3-mill, 
fi ve-year levy for operations 
and capital improvements.
✓ For: 236............ Against: 158

Park funds, 
some levies 
for schools 
survive vote

 Voters in the Sandusky County 
Park District, who turned down 
a funding request last fall, gave 
their approval yesterday to a 
1-mill levy.

Park offi cials had hoped that a 
single levy would be less confus-
ing than in November, when vot-
ers rejected the district’s request 
for a 0.5-mill replacement levy 
and 0.5-mill additional levy. 

Approved yesterday by a 
healthy margin was a 1-mill levy 
that will generate about $1 mil-
lion a year and cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $30 a year. 

It’s been 18 years since the 
park district had a millage in-
crease.

Parks Director Steve Gruner, 
who was pleased with the out-
come, said passage of the levy 
means that the 10.5-mile exten-
sion of the North Coast Inland 
Bike Trail “is now a go.”

The board will revisit next 
month cuts that were made 
after  the levy defeat in the fall. 
The district postponed open-
ing Creek Bend Farm, a historic 
farm park on State Rt. 590 near 
Lindsey, and reduced staff and 
park hours.

 Voters in the Fremont City 
School District, who rejected 
operating levies last May and in 
November, yesterday narrowly 
defeated a 0.5 percent, fi ve-year 
income tax that would have gen-
erated an estimated $2.6 million 
a year. 

The district, which has a $1.5 
million operating defi cit, has 
been directed by the Ohio De-
partment of Education to work 
out a fi scal recovery plan. 

 In Ottawa County, voters in 
the Benton-Carroll-Salem dis-
trict renewed by a wide margin 
a 4.33-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy, and renewal of 7.5-mill, 
fi ve-year emergency operating 
levy was approved in Fostoria 
Schools, a district that includes 
parts of Seneca, Hancock, and 
Wood counties.

Levy requests by other school 
districts didn’t fare as well. In 
the Bellevue City School District, 
which includes parts of San-
dusky, Erie, Seneca, and Huron 
counties, voters turned down a 
0.75 percent, fi ve-year income 
tax that would have generated 
about $1.7 million a year.

In Seneca County, Tiffi n City 
School District residents re-
jected a 1.5-mill, fi ve-year per-
manent improvement levy that 
would have replaced a 1-mill 
levy that has been on the books 
since 1978 and expires at the end 
of the year. 

The new levy would have cost 
the owner of a $100,000 home 
about $46 a year.

A 1.5-mill, fi ve-year replace-
ment levy was defeated by voters 
in Clyde-Green Springs Schools. 
The district includes parts of 
Sandusky and Seneca counties.

DEFIANCE COUNTY
County issues

Defi ance Public Library: 
0.75-mill, 5-year operating 
levy.
✓ For: 3,430...... Against: 2,699

Municipal issues
Defi ance: Question of 
allowing Sunday beer sales 
between 1 p.m. and midnight 
at Mike’s Convenience Store, 
1746 South Clinton St.
✓ For: 114.............. Against: 71
Washington Township:  1.5-
mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 163.............. Against: 55

School issues
Ayersville: additional 1 
percent, 5-year income tax for 
operations.
For: 469 ............ ✓ Against: 638
Central: renewal of 6.63-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes part of 

Williams County.)
✓ For: 635............ Against: 384
Defi ance: renewal of 6.48-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Paulding 
County.)
✓ For: 1,566...... Against: 1,039

Municipal elections
Defi ance
Republican mayoral 
nomination
✓ Peter Lundberg ..........  1,027
Ellen Upp .......................... 376

HENRY COUNTY
County issues

South Joint Ambulance 
District:  2.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 648............ Against: 226
Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 1.9-mill continuing 
operating levy.

✓ For: 1,779......... Against: 954

Municipal issues
Deshler:  renewal of 1.4-mill, 
5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 8.................... Against: 5
Damascus Township: 
additional 1-mill continuing 
fi re and emergency medical 
services levy.
✓ For: 152.............. Against: 46
Washington Township: 
additional 1.9-mill, 5-year 
roads and bridges levy.
For: 76 ............... ✓ Against: 86

School issues
Patrick Henry: renewal 
of 0.75 percent continuing 
income tax. (District includes 
part of Wood County.)
✓ For: 274............ Against: 182
Patrick Henry: renewal of 
5.9-mill continuing levy.
✓ For: 266............ Against: 184

Municipal elections

Napoleon
Republican mayoral 
nomination
Travis Sheaffer .................  128
✓ Matthew G. Wells .......... 535

FULTON COUNTY
County issues

Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 2-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,746...... Against: 1,011

Municipal issues
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 93................ Against: 29
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 91................ Against: 32
Lyons: replacement of 4.1-
mill, 5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 33.................. Against: 9
Lyons: replacement of 
0.5-mill, 5-year parks and 

recreation levy.
✓ For: 31................ Against: 12
Amboy Township: renewal of 
1-mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 72................ Against: 16
Chesterfi eld Township: 
replacement of 0.7-mill, 5-year 
fi re and emergency services 
levy.
✓ For: 51................ Against: 11
Clinton Township: renewal of 
0.4-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 327.............. Against: 88

School issues
Swanton: renewal of 3.99-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Lucas County.)
For: 748 ............ ✓ Against: 826

WILLIAMS COUNTY
School issues

Bryan: renewal of 6.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
✓ For: 1,377......... Against: 925

Funding approved for ambulance, library
 By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Voters in the counties west 
of Toledo yesterday supported 
ambulance services in Henry 
County and approved a request 
for more tax funds for the county 
library system in Defi ance 
County.

In southern Henry County, a 
wide margin of voters approved 
a 2.9-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy to fund a new ambulance 
district created after the county’s 
recent budget crisis.

Proponents said before the 
election that if the levy had 
failed, residents requiring am-
bulances might have had to wait 
for emergency vehicles coming 
from as far away as Napoleon or 
Defi ance.

The newly formed Henry 
County South Joint Ambulance 
District sought the levy to 
raise $380,000 a year to pay for 

emergency medical services in 
the villages of Deshler, Hamler, 
Holgate, New Bavaria, and Ma-
linta and in Bartlow, Marion, 
Pleasant, Flat Rock, Monroe, and 
Richfi eld townships. 

The village of Florida in Flat 
Rock Township is not part of the 
district. 

Henry County Emergency 
Medical Services now covers 
those villages and townships, 
but because of budget woes, 
Henry County commissioners 
cut funding to the organization.

“We’re happy the voters have 
the confi dence in us to do this,” 
said Bob Hastedt, president of 
the ambulance district.

He said the 11-member board 
is to meet tonight  to begin dis-
cussing the logistics of starting 
the service.

“I would really like to see it up 
and running by the fi rst of the 
year,” Mr. Hastedt said.

“It’ll be at least what we have 
now, and hopefully better cover-
age than what we have now,” he
said.

In Defi ance County, voters ap-
proved a request from the public 
library asking for a new 0.75-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy to 
raise more than $502,000 a year 
at a cost of almost $23 a year to 
the owner of a $100,000 home.

Library Director Marilyn Hite 
said the libraries in Defi ance, 
Sherwood, and Hicksville will re-
sume longer hours with money 
generated from the levy. 

The Defi ance library is now 
closed all day Friday and Satur-
day after cutting 20 hours from 
its schedule because of a bud-

get crunch.   Ms. Hite credits the 
levy’s passing  to  volunteers who 
 got the word out about rebuild-
ing resources the library  lost be-
cause of budget constraints.

 There also were contested 
Republican primaries for mayor 
on the ballot in the cities of Defi -
ance and Napoleon.

In Defi ance, two downtown 
business owners battled for the 
nomination and Peter Lundberg, 
57, defeated  Ellen Upp, 58, by a 
wide margin.

Mr. Lundberg, who has owned 
Charlie’s Down Under restaurant 
for 13 years, ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor in 1999 and has never 
held elective offi ce.

Mrs. Upp, who has owned the 
Fifth Stitch knitting shop for 36 
years, has been a city council-
man for more than 13 years and 

has been chairman of council’s 
fi nance committee for about 10 
years. 

Mr. Lundberg will face incum-
bent Bob Armstrong, a Demo-
crat, in November.

In Napoleon, Matthew G. 
Wells, 36, won the Republican 
mayoral nomination.

Mr. Wells, a board of public 
affairs member, defeated by a 
wide margin Travis Sheaffer, 33, 
who has been a city councilman 
for 16 years.

There are no Democratic can-
didates.

In Fulton County, the only 
countywide issue was a 2-mill, 
fi ve-year renewal for the county 
board of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities, 
which passed.

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

in a state of fi scal caution by the 
Ohio Department of Education, 
has been looking at spending 
cuts and revenue enhancement 
as a strategy for fi nancial stabil-
ity. Since December, the school 
board has eliminated three 
administrative positions and 
made a host of other cuts to trim 
spending by nearly $600,000 a 
year.

The new tax would have pro-
duced about $4 million annually 
for the district that extends into 
Fulton and Wood counties.

In Wood County, the Per-
rysburg Exempted Village 
School District will not be ex-
panding or renovating all six of 
the district’s buildings, now that 
voters gave the thumbs down to 
a 2.29-mill, 28-year bond issue 
by a small margin.

The major project envisioned 
by school offi cials was at the ju-
nior high, which used to be the 
high school and has never been 
remodeled for use as a junior 
high. Plans called for adding a 
wing to the building for sixth 
graders, who were moved there 
in 2002 from the Commodore 
Building, and enlarging the caf-
eteria and music area to alleviate 
crowding.

They also anticipated adding 
air conditioning to Toth and 
Frank elementary schools, and 
a multipurpose room to the high 
school that would be used for 
large group functions.

Plans also called for con-
struction of a second, auxiliary 
gymnasium at the district’s  high 
school, which opened in 2001. 

Also in Wood County, offi cials 
with the Northwood Local 
School District were counting 
on voters to approve an addi-
tional, 5.9-mill continuing oper-
ating levy on the ballot to offset a 
projected $1.3 million defi cit in 
June, 2009, but it was rejected by 
a wide margin.

Superintendent Greg Clark 
said that the levy could have 
failed because the district didn’t 
communicate the need for the 
levy well enough or because vot-
ers felt district programs are too 
expensive and they need to be 
cut to reduce costs.

“The district is going to have 
to regroup and redouble our 
efforts to demonstrate the fi nan-
cial reality we fi nd ourselves in 
right now,” he said. 

The levy, which would have 
raised $740,000 annually, would 

have paid for  operational costs 
such as  teachers’ salaries, text-
books, technology, transporta-
tion, and utilities.

Current programs may also 
be in jeopardy in the Otsego 
Local School District in Wood 
County now that voters rejected 
a 5-mill, fi ve-year operating levy 
by a more than 2-to-1 margin.

The income tax adopted by 
voters in 2002 has raised about 

$300,000 less each year than 
anticipated, leaving district of-
fi cials with the burden of making 
up the difference. They’ve been 
doing so with surplus funds that 
are now almost all depleted.

The district needed the about 
$1 million produced by the 
millage to maintain current 
programs and plan for future 
growth, Superintendent Joe
Long has said.

Voters living in the Swanton 
Local School District decided 
not to renew a 3.99-mill, fi ve-
year operating levy by a narrow 
margin.

If it had  been renewed, 
though, it would have cost them 
a bit less a year than they’re pay-
ing now. The owner of a $100,000 
home now pays almost $133 a 
year on the levy, which is col-
lected at 4.34 mills.

But that same homeowner 
would have paid about $11 less 
annually because property val-
ues in the district have increased 
and there have been changes in 
taxation of public utilities and 
business inventory and equip-
ment.

The levy now collects $825,000 
a year for the school district that 
sits between Lucas and Fulton 
counties.

In Ottawa County, Genoa 
Area Local School District
offi cials would like to continue 
replacing and updating school 
security measures with an addi-

tional, 1.8-mill continuing per-
manent improvements levy.

But they won’t be able to for 
awhile, now that voters rejected 
that levy yesterday.

Offi cials have already installed 
doors wired with a buzzer sys-
tem at two entrances at each 
of the district’s four school 
buildings. But they would like 
to eventually pay for new and 
upgraded cameras on buses and 
video surveillance in the schools 
and parking lots.

Some funding from the levy 
that was expected to raise 
$290,000 a year would have also 
been earmarked for textbooks 
and computers.

Suburban Michigan schools 
fared no better than surburban 
schools in Ohio, with Bedford 
and Mason voters both defeat-
ing requests for sinking funds 
to help repair and maintain 
buildings.

Contact Erika Ray at: 
eray@theblade.com
or 419-724-6088.

Sadie Walters, 2, holds her mother, Jodi Walters, as she votes at 
the Swanton Church of the Nazarene in Swanton, where a 3.99-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy renewal was defeated.

THE BLADE/DAVE ZAPOTOSKY

Judy Carter, left, Eileen Sullivan, Anthony Wayne Superinten-
dent John Granger, and Les Disher discuss the defeat of the 
district’s 4.55-mill, fi ve-year emergency operating levy.

THE BLADE/ERIC SUMBERG

School issues
Anthony Wayne: 4.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
For: 3,208 ......✓ Against: 3,361
Perrysburg: 2.29-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 2,299 ......✓ Against: 2,829
Swanton: 3.99-mill, 5-year 
operating levy renewal.
For: 748 ............✓ Against: 826
Northwood: 5.9-mill 
continuing operating levy.
For: 266 ............✓ Against: 456

Otsego: 5-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
For: 539 ........ ✓ Against: 1,441
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
✓ For: 1,280 ..... Against: 1,262
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
For: 1,262 ......✓ Against: 1,278
Genoa: 1.8-mill continuing 
permanent improvements levy.
For: 511 ............✓ Against: 800

SUBURBAN TOLEDO

AREA COUNTIES

Tax issues pass in Henry, Defiance counties

Schools 
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Voters OK cemetery funds, but barely defeat police levy WOOD COUNTY
Municipal issues
Lake Township: additional 
2.9-mill continuing police levy.
For: 325 .............✓Against: 339

OTTAWA COUNTY
Municipal issues
Clay Township: additional 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 463............ Against: 325

 Voters looked favorably on a 
levy to expand the Clay Town-
ship cemetery, but narrowly 
defeated a levy to support police 
in Lake Township.

In Ottawa County’s Clay 
Township, voters approved a 
0.5-mill, 5-year cemetery levy on 
the ballot for the purchase of an 
additional fi ve acres to expand 

the township’s 15-acre cemetery 
on Opher-Lentz Road between 
State Rt. 15 and State Rt. 163. The 
land is needed because the cem-
etery is running low on space.

The levy will cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $15.75 annu-
ally and will raise $45,300 a year 
for the township.

In Wood County, Lake Town-

ship voters turned down a 
2.9-mill continuing police levy 
by a slim margin that would’ve
helped offset the rising cost of 
police services.

The levy, which would have 
raised nearly $470,300 a year, 
would’ve paid rising costs of po-
lice offi cers’ health-care, gasoline 
costs, and outdated equipment.

The levy also would have al-
lowed about $500,000 from the 
township general fund, which has 
been going to the police depart-
ment as part of its $1.2 million 
budget, to be freed up for parks 
and road repaving projects.

The levy would have cost the 
owner of a $100,000 home about 
$89 a year.

OTTAWA COUNTY
School issue

Benton-Carroll-Salem: 
renewal of 4.33-mill, fi ve-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,085......... Against: 441

SANDUSKY COUNTY
County issues

Parks District:  1-mill, 10-
year operating levy.
✓ For: 6,479...... Against: 5,531
Green Creek Township: 
additional 1.65-mill, fi ve-year 
fi re levy.
✓ For: 467............ Against: 309

School issues
Bellevue: additional 0.75-mill, 
5-year income tax. (District 
includes parts of Erie and 
Huron counties)
For: 714 .........✓ Against: 1,656
Fremont: additional 0.5-mill, 
fi ve-year income tax.
For: 3,576 ......✓ Against: 3,652
Clyde-Green Springs Schools: 
1.5-mill, fi ve-year replacement 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Seneca County.)
For: 1,050 ......✓ Against: 1,112

SENECA COUNTY
County issue

Thompson Township: 
additional 2-mill continuing 
roads and bridges levy.
✓ For: 155............ Against: 134

School issues
Tiffi n: 1.5-mill, fi ve-year 
permanent improvement levy.
For: 1,229 ......✓ Against: 1,254
Fostoria renewal of 7.5-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes parts of 
Hancock and Wood counties.)
✓ For: 919............ Against: 628
Old Fort: renewal of 6.3-mill, 
fi ve-year levy for operations 
and capital improvements.
✓ For: 236............ Against: 158

Park funds, 
some levies 
for schools 
survive vote

 Voters in the Sandusky County 
Park District, who turned down 
a funding request last fall, gave 
their approval yesterday to a 
1-mill levy.

Park offi cials had hoped that a 
single levy would be less confus-
ing than in November, when vot-
ers rejected the district’s request 
for a 0.5-mill replacement levy 
and 0.5-mill additional levy. 

Approved yesterday by a 
healthy margin was a 1-mill levy 
that will generate about $1 mil-
lion a year and cost the owner of 
a $100,000 home $30 a year. 

It’s been 18 years since the 
park district had a millage in-
crease.

Parks Director Steve Gruner, 
who was pleased with the out-
come, said passage of the levy 
means that the 10.5-mile exten-
sion of the North Coast Inland 
Bike Trail “is now a go.”

The board will revisit next 
month cuts that were made 
after  the levy defeat in the fall. 
The district postponed open-
ing Creek Bend Farm, a historic 
farm park on State Rt. 590 near 
Lindsey, and reduced staff and 
park hours.

 Voters in the Fremont City 
School District, who rejected 
operating levies last May and in 
November, yesterday narrowly 
defeated a 0.5 percent, fi ve-year 
income tax that would have gen-
erated an estimated $2.6 million 
a year. 

The district, which has a $1.5 
million operating defi cit, has 
been directed by the Ohio De-
partment of Education to work 
out a fi scal recovery plan. 

 In Ottawa County, voters in 
the Benton-Carroll-Salem dis-
trict renewed by a wide margin 
a 4.33-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy, and renewal of 7.5-mill, 
fi ve-year emergency operating 
levy was approved in Fostoria 
Schools, a district that includes 
parts of Seneca, Hancock, and 
Wood counties.

Levy requests by other school 
districts didn’t fare as well. In 
the Bellevue City School District, 
which includes parts of San-
dusky, Erie, Seneca, and Huron 
counties, voters turned down a 
0.75 percent, fi ve-year income 
tax that would have generated 
about $1.7 million a year.

In Seneca County, Tiffi n City 
School District residents re-
jected a 1.5-mill, fi ve-year per-
manent improvement levy that 
would have replaced a 1-mill 
levy that has been on the books 
since 1978 and expires at the end 
of the year. 

The new levy would have cost 
the owner of a $100,000 home 
about $46 a year.

A 1.5-mill, fi ve-year replace-
ment levy was defeated by voters 
in Clyde-Green Springs Schools. 
The district includes parts of 
Sandusky and Seneca counties.

DEFIANCE COUNTY
County issues

Defi ance Public Library: 
0.75-mill, 5-year operating 
levy.
✓ For: 3,430...... Against: 2,699

Municipal issues
Defi ance: Question of 
allowing Sunday beer sales 
between 1 p.m. and midnight 
at Mike’s Convenience Store, 
1746 South Clinton St.
✓ For: 114.............. Against: 71
Washington Township:  1.5-
mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 163.............. Against: 55

School issues
Ayersville: additional 1 
percent, 5-year income tax for 
operations.
For: 469 ............ ✓ Against: 638
Central: renewal of 6.63-mill, 
5-year emergency operating 
levy. (District includes part of 

Williams County.)
✓ For: 635............ Against: 384
Defi ance: renewal of 6.48-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Paulding 
County.)
✓ For: 1,566...... Against: 1,039

Municipal elections
Defi ance
Republican mayoral 
nomination
✓ Peter Lundberg ..........  1,027
Ellen Upp .......................... 376

HENRY COUNTY
County issues

South Joint Ambulance 
District:  2.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 648............ Against: 226
Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 1.9-mill continuing 
operating levy.

✓ For: 1,779......... Against: 954

Municipal issues
Deshler:  renewal of 1.4-mill, 
5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 8.................... Against: 5
Damascus Township: 
additional 1-mill continuing 
fi re and emergency medical 
services levy.
✓ For: 152.............. Against: 46
Washington Township: 
additional 1.9-mill, 5-year 
roads and bridges levy.
For: 76 ............... ✓ Against: 86

School issues
Patrick Henry: renewal 
of 0.75 percent continuing 
income tax. (District includes 
part of Wood County.)
✓ For: 274............ Against: 182
Patrick Henry: renewal of 
5.9-mill continuing levy.
✓ For: 266............ Against: 184

Municipal elections

Napoleon
Republican mayoral 
nomination
Travis Sheaffer .................  128
✓ Matthew G. Wells .......... 535

FULTON COUNTY
County issues

Mental Retardation and 
Developmental Disabilities: 
renewal of 2-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 1,746...... Against: 1,011

Municipal issues
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 93................ Against: 29
Delta: replacement of 0.5-mill, 
5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 91................ Against: 32
Lyons: replacement of 4.1-
mill, 5-year operating levy.
✓ For: 33.................. Against: 9
Lyons: replacement of 
0.5-mill, 5-year parks and 

recreation levy.
✓ For: 31................ Against: 12
Amboy Township: renewal of 
1-mill, 5-year fi re levy.
✓ For: 72................ Against: 16
Chesterfi eld Township: 
replacement of 0.7-mill, 5-year 
fi re and emergency services 
levy.
✓ For: 51................ Against: 11
Clinton Township: renewal of 
0.4-mill, 5-year cemetery levy.
✓ For: 327.............. Against: 88

School issues
Swanton: renewal of 3.99-
mill, 5-year emergency 
operating levy. (District 
includes part of Lucas County.)
For: 748 ............ ✓ Against: 826

WILLIAMS COUNTY
School issues

Bryan: renewal of 6.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
✓ For: 1,377......... Against: 925

Funding approved for ambulance, library
 By MEGHAN GILBERT
BLADE STAFF WRITER

Voters in the counties west 
of Toledo yesterday supported 
ambulance services in Henry 
County and approved a request 
for more tax funds for the county 
library system in Defi ance 
County.

In southern Henry County, a 
wide margin of voters approved 
a 2.9-mill, fi ve-year operating 
levy to fund a new ambulance 
district created after the county’s 
recent budget crisis.

Proponents said before the 
election that if the levy had 
failed, residents requiring am-
bulances might have had to wait 
for emergency vehicles coming 
from as far away as Napoleon or 
Defi ance.

The newly formed Henry 
County South Joint Ambulance 
District sought the levy to 
raise $380,000 a year to pay for 

emergency medical services in 
the villages of Deshler, Hamler, 
Holgate, New Bavaria, and Ma-
linta and in Bartlow, Marion, 
Pleasant, Flat Rock, Monroe, and 
Richfi eld townships. 

The village of Florida in Flat 
Rock Township is not part of the 
district. 

Henry County Emergency 
Medical Services now covers 
those villages and townships, 
but because of budget woes, 
Henry County commissioners 
cut funding to the organization.

“We’re happy the voters have 
the confi dence in us to do this,” 
said Bob Hastedt, president of 
the ambulance district.

He said the 11-member board 
is to meet tonight  to begin dis-
cussing the logistics of starting 
the service.

“I would really like to see it up 
and running by the fi rst of the 
year,” Mr. Hastedt said.

“It’ll be at least what we have 
now, and hopefully better cover-
age than what we have now,” he
said.

In Defi ance County, voters ap-
proved a request from the public 
library asking for a new 0.75-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy to 
raise more than $502,000 a year 
at a cost of almost $23 a year to 
the owner of a $100,000 home.

Library Director Marilyn Hite 
said the libraries in Defi ance, 
Sherwood, and Hicksville will re-
sume longer hours with money 
generated from the levy. 

The Defi ance library is now 
closed all day Friday and Satur-
day after cutting 20 hours from 
its schedule because of a bud-

get crunch.   Ms. Hite credits the 
levy’s passing  to  volunteers who 
 got the word out about rebuild-
ing resources the library  lost be-
cause of budget constraints.

 There also were contested 
Republican primaries for mayor 
on the ballot in the cities of Defi -
ance and Napoleon.

In Defi ance, two downtown 
business owners battled for the 
nomination and Peter Lundberg, 
57, defeated  Ellen Upp, 58, by a 
wide margin.

Mr. Lundberg, who has owned 
Charlie’s Down Under restaurant 
for 13 years, ran unsuccessfully 
for mayor in 1999 and has never 
held elective offi ce.

Mrs. Upp, who has owned the 
Fifth Stitch knitting shop for 36 
years, has been a city council-
man for more than 13 years and 

has been chairman of council’s 
fi nance committee for about 10 
years. 

Mr. Lundberg will face incum-
bent Bob Armstrong, a Demo-
crat, in November.

In Napoleon, Matthew G. 
Wells, 36, won the Republican 
mayoral nomination.

Mr. Wells, a board of public 
affairs member, defeated by a 
wide margin Travis Sheaffer, 33, 
who has been a city councilman 
for 16 years.

There are no Democratic can-
didates.

In Fulton County, the only 
countywide issue was a 2-mill, 
fi ve-year renewal for the county 
board of Mental Retardation 
and Developmental Disabilities, 
which passed.

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

in a state of fi scal caution by the 
Ohio Department of Education, 
has been looking at spending 
cuts and revenue enhancement 
as a strategy for fi nancial stabil-
ity. Since December, the school 
board has eliminated three 
administrative positions and 
made a host of other cuts to trim 
spending by nearly $600,000 a 
year.

The new tax would have pro-
duced about $4 million annually 
for the district that extends into 
Fulton and Wood counties.

In Wood County, the Per-
rysburg Exempted Village 
School District will not be ex-
panding or renovating all six of 
the district’s buildings, now that 
voters gave the thumbs down to 
a 2.29-mill, 28-year bond issue 
by a small margin.

The major project envisioned 
by school offi cials was at the ju-
nior high, which used to be the 
high school and has never been 
remodeled for use as a junior 
high. Plans called for adding a 
wing to the building for sixth 
graders, who were moved there 
in 2002 from the Commodore 
Building, and enlarging the caf-
eteria and music area to alleviate 
crowding.

They also anticipated adding 
air conditioning to Toth and 
Frank elementary schools, and 
a multipurpose room to the high 
school that would be used for 
large group functions.

Plans also called for con-
struction of a second, auxiliary 
gymnasium at the district’s  high 
school, which opened in 2001. 

Also in Wood County, offi cials 
with the Northwood Local 
School District were counting 
on voters to approve an addi-
tional, 5.9-mill continuing oper-
ating levy on the ballot to offset a 
projected $1.3 million defi cit in 
June, 2009, but it was rejected by 
a wide margin.

Superintendent Greg Clark 
said that the levy could have 
failed because the district didn’t 
communicate the need for the 
levy well enough or because vot-
ers felt district programs are too 
expensive and they need to be 
cut to reduce costs.

“The district is going to have 
to regroup and redouble our 
efforts to demonstrate the fi nan-
cial reality we fi nd ourselves in 
right now,” he said. 

The levy, which would have 
raised $740,000 annually, would 

have paid for  operational costs 
such as  teachers’ salaries, text-
books, technology, transporta-
tion, and utilities.

Current programs may also 
be in jeopardy in the Otsego 
Local School District in Wood 
County now that voters rejected 
a 5-mill, fi ve-year operating levy 
by a more than 2-to-1 margin.

The income tax adopted by 
voters in 2002 has raised about 

$300,000 less each year than 
anticipated, leaving district of-
fi cials with the burden of making 
up the difference. They’ve been 
doing so with surplus funds that 
are now almost all depleted.

The district needed the about 
$1 million produced by the 
millage to maintain current 
programs and plan for future 
growth, Superintendent Joe
Long has said.

Voters living in the Swanton 
Local School District decided 
not to renew a 3.99-mill, fi ve-
year operating levy by a narrow 
margin.

If it had  been renewed, 
though, it would have cost them 
a bit less a year than they’re pay-
ing now. The owner of a $100,000 
home now pays almost $133 a 
year on the levy, which is col-
lected at 4.34 mills.

But that same homeowner 
would have paid about $11 less 
annually because property val-
ues in the district have increased 
and there have been changes in 
taxation of public utilities and 
business inventory and equip-
ment.

The levy now collects $825,000 
a year for the school district that 
sits between Lucas and Fulton 
counties.

In Ottawa County, Genoa 
Area Local School District
offi cials would like to continue 
replacing and updating school 
security measures with an addi-

tional, 1.8-mill continuing per-
manent improvements levy.

But they won’t be able to for 
awhile, now that voters rejected 
that levy yesterday.

Offi cials have already installed 
doors wired with a buzzer sys-
tem at two entrances at each 
of the district’s four school 
buildings. But they would like 
to eventually pay for new and 
upgraded cameras on buses and 
video surveillance in the schools 
and parking lots.

Some funding from the levy 
that was expected to raise 
$290,000 a year would have also 
been earmarked for textbooks 
and computers.

Suburban Michigan schools 
fared no better than surburban 
schools in Ohio, with Bedford 
and Mason voters both defeat-
ing requests for sinking funds 
to help repair and maintain 
buildings.

Contact Erika Ray at: 
eray@theblade.com
or 419-724-6088.

Sadie Walters, 2, holds her mother, Jodi Walters, as she votes at 
the Swanton Church of the Nazarene in Swanton, where a 3.99-
mill, fi ve-year operating levy renewal was defeated.

THE BLADE/DAVE ZAPOTOSKY

Judy Carter, left, Eileen Sullivan, Anthony Wayne Superinten-
dent John Granger, and Les Disher discuss the defeat of the 
district’s 4.55-mill, fi ve-year emergency operating levy.

THE BLADE/ERIC SUMBERG

School issues
Anthony Wayne: 4.5-mill, 5-
year emergency operating levy.
For: 3,208 ......✓ Against: 3,361
Perrysburg: 2.29-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 2,299 ......✓ Against: 2,829
Swanton: 3.99-mill, 5-year 
operating levy renewal.
For: 748 ............✓ Against: 826
Northwood: 5.9-mill 
continuing operating levy.
For: 266 ............✓ Against: 456

Otsego: 5-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
For: 539 ........ ✓ Against: 1,441
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
✓ For: 1,280 ..... Against: 1,262
Rossford: 7.9-mill, 5-year 
operating levy replacement.
For: 1,262 ......✓ Against: 1,278
Genoa: 1.8-mill continuing 
permanent improvements levy.
For: 511 ............✓ Against: 800

SUBURBAN TOLEDO

AREA COUNTIES

Tax issues pass in Henry, Defiance counties

Schools 
Continued from Page 1
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 By JENNIFER FEEHAN
BLADE STAFF WRITER

In a surprise upset, retired 
Findlay police offi cer Pete Seh-
nert yesterday defeated Findlay 
Mayor Tony Iriti for the Republi-
can mayoral nomination.

Mr. Iriti had hoped to serve 
a second term so that he could 
move ahead on a number of 
projects, including addressing 
the city’s fl ooding problems.

“The people that came out 
and voted decided this wasn’t 
the direction they wanted the 
city to go in,” Mr. Iriti said last 
night. “When he’s elected, he’ll 
set the new direction and I wish 
him the best of luck.”

Mr. Sehnert, who spent 26 
years with the city police depart-
ment before retiring last year, 

will face Democrat 
Thomas M. Knopf 
in the general elec-
tion. He said he 
had a good feeling 
about yesterday’s 
primary.

“I was out 
mowing my lawn 
and two people 
stopped and got 
out of their car and 

shook my hand, so I fi gured it
would be a good day,” an elated 
Mr. Sehnert said.

 Findlay voters selected in-
cumbent City Council President 
Robert E. Schuck over 2nd Ward 
Councilman H. Richard Rowe, 
Jr., for City Council president.

For three at-large council 
seats, incumbents James P. 
Slough and Randy C. Ward and 
newcomer John T. Urbanksi 
were the top vote-getters over
incumbent Andy Peters. They 
will appear on the November 
ballot with Democrat Mario J. 
Bower.

In the 5th Ward, Republican 
Debra E. Seng easily won over
David Rader. She will face in-
cumbent Michael Eier, a Demo-
crat, in November.

Hancock County voters ap-
proved a 1.3-mill operating levy 
for the county’s Alcohol, Drug
Addiction, and Mental Health 
Services Board, which plans, 
distributes, and oversees fund-
ing for local mental health and 
substance-abuse services. The 
levy, which will replace a  1-mill 
levy that generates $1.6 million 
a year, will provide  an additional 
$150,000 a year that the agency 
intends to put into early inter-

vention, peer and family sup-
port, and school-based services.

For the second time, Colum-
bus Grove Local Schools, 
which draws voters from Put-
nam and Allen counties, lost  a 
bid for a combined 23-year, 0.25 
percent income tax and a 28-
year, 7.72-mill bond issue that 
would have raised $9.8 million 
to build a new school for prekin-
dergarten through high school 
on 35 acres adjacent to the exist-

ing school.
Voters also defeated a 0.5-mill, 

continuing permanent improve-
ment levy that would have gen-
erated about $40,000 a year to 
maintain the new school.

One of the smallest school 
districts in the state, Vanlue Lo-
cal Schools, will not be building 
a new school with state assis-
tance. 

Voters defeated a combined 
28-year, 4.1-mill bond issue and 

0.5 percent income tax intended 
to raise Vanlue’s 27 percent share 
of the $12.7 million project.

 Also in Hancock County, 
voters in the Cory-Rawson
Local School District rejected a 
7.8-mill, 28-year bond issue in-
tended to generate $8.7 million 
to build a 39,500-square-foot 
addition for prekindergarten 
through fourth grade 

The North Baltimore Local 
School District, which was on 

the ballot for the fourth time 
since last May, was fi nally suc-
cessful at securing new operat-
ing dollars. 

Voters approved a fi ve-year, 1 
percent income tax that will be 
calculated on earned income 
only. It will generate an estimat-
ed $626,843 a year for the south-
ern Wood County district.

 Contact Jennifer Feehan at:
jfeehan@theblade.com

or 419-353-5972.
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Test Drive: America’s Choice® plan required; customer must pay all other charges, incl. taxes, surcharges, data services & downloads; early termination fee applies unless phone is returned.
* Our surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 11.7%of interstate& int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 4¢ Regulatory&70¢Administrative/line/mo., & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes&our surcharges could add 9%-27% to your

bill. Activation fee/line: $35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan® linesw/ 2 yr Agmts)

IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agmt, Calling Plans, rebate form& credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line, up to 45¢/min. after allowance. Usage rounded to next full minute. Shipping chargesmay apply. Rebate takes 6 weeks. Limited time offer. Offers & coverage,
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THEMOTHER’SDAYGIFT
FOR THEWHOLEFAMILY

BUYMOMANY SAMSUNG PHONE
Choose Any Other of Equal or Lesser Value

FREE

Camera
Phone

Samsung a870: $79.99 2-yr.

price - $50 mail-in rebate

after rebate

$2999

VZ NavigatorSM

Ready with GPS

Samsung u540: $99.99 2-yr.

price - $50 mail-in rebate

after rebate

$4999 $9999
after rebate

Samsung u740: $149.99 2-yr.

price - $50 mail-in rebate

2-way Flip
Technology

Now you can test drive America’s most reliable wireless network for 30 days. If you don’t love us, take your number to someone else.
Credit/refund for activation, voice access & voice overage charges.

We’ll pay for the calls you’ve made. 1.877.2BUY.VZW verizonwireless.com

With new 2-yr. activation per phone.

SM

INTRODUCING
The America’s Choice® Select Family SharePlan®

TEXT • IM • PICTURE • VIDEO
UnlimitedMessaging

ToAnyone OnAny Network InThe U.S.
Messaging not everywhere in America’s Choice Coverage Area. Starting at 2 lines for

$99.99 monthly access with new 1- or 2-yr. Agmt (activation fees, taxes & other charges apply).*

MICHIGAN
MONROE
2161 Mall Rd.
(in front of Kohl’s)
734-241-4099

OHIO
FINDLAY

15073 U.S. Rte. 224 E.
(intersection of Rts. 224 & 236)
419-424-2351

FREMONT
2140 Enterprise St.
419-333-1009

MAUMEE
1378 Conant St.
(across from Meijer)
419-897-9133

PERRYSBURG
1130 Levis Commons Blvd.
419-874-3933

TOLEDO
6710 W. Central Ave.
(at McCord)
419-843-2995

5380 Monroe St.
(Marko West Plaza)
419-843-4384

MALL LOCATIONS
Findlay Village Center
Franklin Park Mall
Woodland Mall

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices, models & return policy vary by location. Authorized Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges,

including cancellation fees.

Free Handset Software Upgrade!

BUSINESS CUSTOMERS,
PLEASE CALL
1.866.899.2862

OR VISIT THE VERIZON WIRELESS
STORE AT CIRCUIT CITY
FRANKLIN PARK

SPRING MEADOWS

See store for
Return/Exchange Policy.

MICHIGAN
MONROE
2 B Mobile
2121 N. Monroe St.
(Frenchtown Mall)
734-240-0388

Cellular Central
2121 N. Monroe St.
(Frenchtown Mall)
734-384-9691

Herkimer Radio
2708 N. Telegraph Rd.
734-242-0806

Herkimer Too
15511 S. Monroe St.
734-384-7001

OHIO
BOWLING GREEN
2 B Mobile
107 S. Main St.
419-354-2400

1234 S. Main St.
(Woodland Mall)
419-352-3590

Fusion Communications
1180 N. Main St.
419-352-0522

BUCYRUS
Cellular Central
526 Sandusky Ave.
419-563-0020

FINDLAY
Cellular Central
1800 Tiffin Ave.
419-425-1195

1406 N. Main
419-421-0818

Radio Hospital
2011 Tiffin Ave.
419-422-5530

Wireless
1040 Interstate Ct.
419-427-2270

FOSTORIA
Cellular Central
701 S. Poplar
419-436-1699

FREMONT
American Cellular
1118 Oak Harbor Rd.
(Potter Village Shopping Center)
419-333-8350

NORWALK
Cellular Central
43 Whittlesey Ave.
419-663-3103

OREGON
American Cellular
3152 Navarre Rd.
419-690-9000

PERRYSBURG
2 B Mobile
10085 Freemont Pike
419-874-7065

PORT CLINTON
Cellular Central
210 Madison Ave.
419-732-0601

SANDUSKY
Cellular Central, Inc.
4314 Milan Rd.
419-609-0960

709 E. Perkins Ave.
419-625-3131

Freedom Wireless
4314 Milan Rd.
419-621-9292

TIFFIN
2 B Mobile
1660 W. Market St.
419-447-1700

TOLEDO
2 B Mobile
3006 Glendale Ave.
(across from Wal-Mart)
419-382-3666

American Cellular
1904 N. Reynolds Rd.
(between Bancroft & Dorr)
419-536-9600

West Alexis Rd.
419-292-0009

5129 Lewis
419-476-6006

3128 Secor Rd..
419-531-4319

Cellular Central
5001 Monroe St.
(Franklin Park Mall)
419-474-3383

5215 Monroe St.
419-841-2450

UPPER SANDUSKY
Cellular Central
104 E. Sandusky St.
419-209-9955

BEST BUY LOCATIONS
SANDUSKY
4210 Milan Rd.
419-621-1877

TOLEDO
4504 Monroe St.
419-471-1411

5243 Airport Hwy.
419-385-8776
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Findlay mayor loses primary to ex-police officer

HANCOCK COUNTY
County issues

Alcohol, Drug Addiction, 
and Mental Health Services 
Board: 1.3-mill, 5-year 
operating levy.
✓ For: 4,746...... Against: 4,650
Appleseed Joint 
Ambulance District: 0.6-
mill, 5-year emergency 
medical services levy.
✓ For: 308............ Against: 103

School issues
Bluffton: 0.5 percent income 
tax for 3 years for permanent 
improvements. (District 
includes part of Allen County)
✓ For: 758............ Against: 678
Cory-Rawson: 7.8-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 495 ............✓ Against: 646
Findlay: 4.9-mill, 5-year 
replacement operating levy
✓ For: 3,193...... Against: 2,405
Vanlue: combined 4.1-mill 
bond issue and 0.5-percent, 
28-year income tax. (District 
includes parts of Seneca and 
Wyandot counties)
For: 178 .............✓Against: 400

Municipal elections
Findlay

Republican Primary
GOP mayoral nomination

Tony Iriti ......................  1,956
✓ Pete Sehnert .............. 2,435
City Council 
(at-large seat; elect three)

Andy Peters ................  2,486
✓ James P. Slough ......... 2,656
✓ Randy C. Ward...........  2,672
✓ John T. Urbanski ........ 2,787
(City Council president)

H. Richard Rowe, Jr. ..  2,025
✓ Robert E. Schuck ....... 2,193
(5th Ward)

David Rader ................... 167
✓ Debra E. Seng ............... 471
Sunday sales, Precinct 5A
✓ For: 94................ Against: 76
Sunday sales, Wal-Mart,  
1161 Trenton Ave.
✓ For: 93................ Against: 78

PUTNAM COUNTY
School issues

Columbus Grove: a 
combined 0.25-mill, 23-year 
income tax and 7.72-mill, 28-
year bond issue.
For: 852 ............ ✓ Against: 957
Columbus Grove: 0.5-mill 
continuing improvement levy. 
(District includes parts of 
Putnam and Allen counties)
For: 848 ............ ✓ Against: 961

WOOD COUNTY
Bradner: 1-mill continuing fi re 
levy
For: 43 .............. ✓ Against: 151
Bradner: 3-mill continuing fi re 
levy
For: 35 .............. ✓ Against: 159

School issues
Bowling Green: 0.5 percent, 
5-year income tax renewal
✓ For: 1,449......... Against: 979
North Baltimore: 1-percent 
tax on earned income for fi ve 
years. (District includes parts 
of Hancock County)
✓ For: 647............ Against: 421
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