
Butterfl ies love vibrant col-
ors in a garden, so plant 
some more red, white, 

and blue in your border.
Duke Wheeler, owner of the 

Butterfl y House in Whitehouse, 
says pentas (Pentas lanceolata) 
and ornamental shrub lantana 
(Lantana spp.) are the most 
popular plants in his green-
house for butterfl ies. “I would 
say the butterfl y bush is their 
third-favorite, but they don’t 
grow as well in the greenhouse,” 
says Mr. Wheeler.

 Other popular butterfl y fl ow-
ers are asters, black-eyed Susan, 
butterfl y weed, coreopsis, day-

l i l -

ies, goldenrod, hibiscus, lav-
ender, lilac, marigold, oxeye 
daisies, purple conefl ower, 
rosemary, and verbena.

But before you start plan-
ning to lure more butterfl ies 
to your garden, start weaning 

your landscape away from 
chemicals. “We had to 

learn that the hard 
way,” says Mr. 

Wheeler. “A cou-
ple of years ago, 

we lost our entire 
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Marie and Alex are exhaust-
ed. Not only are they busy with 
their demanding careers and 
two young children, but the 
couple has just lived through 
a long, tiresome home renova-
tion. They redesigned most of 
their two-story house, but ran 
out of steam and ideas when it 
came to fi nishing the basement 
— one of the more important 
rooms in their home.

You see, Marie has a very 
close relationship with her 
mother, Sandra (affectionately 
known as “YaYa,” which is Greek 
for grandmother), and because  
YaYa lives out of town, she 
needs a place to hang her hat 
when visiting the family. Marie 
wanted her mother to have a 
space to call her own that didn’t 
make her feel like she was being 
banished to a cold, dark base-
ment.

The existing room was an 
empty, bright-blue-colored 
space with a builder’s kitchen-
ette and not much else. Marie 

asked me to add some style, 
warmth, and ambience for YaYa, 
making it a stylish suite where 
she could relax, have a little 
privacy, and cook up batches of 
her famous mousaka and other 
traditional delicacies.

I relied on the use of color, re-
fl ection and texture to turn this 
room from dim to inviting. I put 

down a lovely, light maple wood 
on the fl oors. I also put up tex-
tured grass cloth paper with a 
bit of a shimmer on most of 
the walls. This gives the room 
a cocoon-like feeling, and the 
paper’s sparkle adds depth to 
the small space.

Teddy Ruxpin: 666
The Pitch: Child’s Play meets 
Make Way for Ducklings. Open-
ing weekend, $175 million, 
conservatively. Teddy Ruxpin, 
our automatronic anti-hero 
bear, is awakened from his long 
slumber in the corner of a hip-
ster retro-’80s shop at the Arctic 
Circle, breaks free, eats the face 
of a backpacking college stu-
dent, outruns a fi reball, learns 
the meaning of friendship and 
sacrifi ce, defeats the Sandman, 
then sets out to cross a busy 
highway. His goal: Reach the 
park, underneath which sits the 
ninth circle of Hades, Teddy’s 
ancestral home.
The Twist: Keith Richards makes 
a cameo as Teddy’s dad.
Suggested Casting: Steve Bus-
cemi voices Teddy — ‘nuff said.
Directed by: Michael Bay
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Shrinky Dinks
The Pitch: Think Transform-
ers, but the other way around. 
Millions of years ago, a comet 
brought technology from an 
advanced civilization to Earth, 
where it remained buried be-
neath the Arctic Circle, only to be 
awakened from its slumber by a 
combination of global warming 
and a passing team of hot-shot, 
18-to-34-year-old explorers with 
an oven, a heat gun, and a hand-
ful of felt-tip markers. Unstop-
pable but brittle, Shrinky Dinks 
fan across the globe, infi ltrating 
costume jewelry, shrinking plas-
tic sheets of paper, and stopping 
in Winnipeg to visit their aging 
mother in a nursing home (Julie 
Christie), who must be freed 
from the bonds of a pirate curse.
The Twist: A cabal of human 
Shrinky Dinks is revealed, led by 
Tom Cruise, Prince, and Michu. 
Directed by: Michael Bay

Easy-Bake Oven: The Rising
The Pitch: A group of hot shot 
18-to-34-year old backpacking 
college-student hunters and 
Arctic explorers fi nd themselves 
the hunted when they stumble 
on a secret society of busi-
nessmen who pay for the sick 
privilege of luring their victims 
into an abandoned Eastern 
European construction site and 
baking overcooked cupcakes 
for them. If handled properly, 
the ding that lets you know your 
cake is ready should become as 
menacing as the dun-dun-dun 
thing in Jaws. Also the Easy Bake 
Oven rides a surf board, devours 
planets, and learns the meaning 
of sacrifi ce.
The Twist: Orlando Bloom dies, 
and later builds a giant ark. 
Suggested Casting: Tom Hanks 
is the voice of the cupcakes.
Directed by: Eli Roth

Pong: Oh, Sorrowful Life 
The Pitch: A fat, pathetic brick 
who gets stoned all the time 
meets a really hot career-girl 
brick and they get drunk and 
hook up at the Arctic Circle and 
bat a ball back and forth and 
Adam Sandler isn’t gay, he’s just 
a fi reman who need partner’s 
benefi ts, and a lonely bond 
is formed with Harry Potter. 
The fat brick meets a surfi ng 
penguin and they rob a casino 
because of global warming and 
everything, and in the fi nale, the 
ball discovers the meaningless 
of its existence. Shot in black 
and white, goes on and on and 
on and on; ultimately a meta-
phor for living. Needless to say, 
it’s an art movie.
The Twist: The bleep becomes 
a bloop but it’s too late, and Or-
lando Bloom dies from a curse. 
Directed by: Ingmar Bergman.

Slinky: The Highest Step
The Pitch: OK, think The Little 
Engine That Could meets Die 
Hard. An outcast swirl of metal 
is discovered tossed aside at an 
old abandoned construction site, 
befriended by a lonely child, and 
taken home. A bond is formed, fol-
lowed by a montage of Slinky try-
ing on different outfi ts. But in the 
third act, Slinky is stalked by the 
boy’s other toys, who don’t see his 
purpose — which, during an es-
pecially intense scene, is revealed 
when Slinky mistakenly fi nds him-
self on the highest step.
The Twist: Seconds before the 
closing credits, the boy’s parents 
bring home his new toy, a plastic 
Slinky, setting up a blood feud, 
to be explored in the 2009 sequel 
(which is already green-lighted).
Suggested Casting: Tom Hanks is 
the voice of Slinky. Jack Black, in 
short pants, plays the sad boy.
Directed by: Brad Bird.

Basement goes from drab to fab
D I V I N E  D E S I G N

See DIVINE, Page 2

How to draw butterflies 
to your garden

I N  T H E  G A R D E N

arly last month a piece ran in Variety about Hol-
lywood’s latest infatuation — movies adapted 

from classic toys. The trade magazine, using for its 
hook this week’s release of Transformers (“more than meets the 

eye”) and next month’s Bratz fi lm, went on to explain that the William 
Morris Agency recently signed Hasbro as a client and was already de-
veloping a Monopoly movie, to possibly be directed by Ridley Scott. 
And a Candy Land movie.

A risky proposition all around — remember Clue? If a toy or game 
movie bombs, not only does the studio suffer, but the manufacturer 
takes a hit. On the other side, contemporary toys so often come with 
a previously worked-out mythology (not to mention, legs and arms), 
they lend themselves to narrative. With that in mind, here are fi ve sug-
gestions for toy-based fi lms, complete with a pitch and casting sugges-
tions. Producers, if you like, you know where to send that check.

Story by Christopher Borrelli/Illustrations by Sean McKeown-Young

See GARDEN, Page 2

By using rich colors and luxurious furniture, this once-cold, 
basement was transformed into the perfect sanctuary. 
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TO THE
NINES

America celebrates its 
birthday today — 231 
and counting! But it’s 
not the only one that’s 
gotten to blow out the 
candles on July 4. Here 

are some notables 
who were born on this 

distinguished date. (And 
this is not, repeat, not, 

just a chance to mention 
Tom Cruise and his 

1989 movie, Born on 
the Fourth of July. ‘Cuz, 
duh, the actor actually 

was born on July 3, 
1962.)

9 People Who 
Were Born 

on July 4

— Ryan E. Smith

1. Nathaniel Hawthorne, 
author (The Scarlet Letter, 
The House  of the Seven 
Gables), 1804.

2. Stephen 
Foster, 
songwriter 
(“Oh! 

Susanna,” 
“Camptown 
Races”), 1826.

3. Calvin Coolidge, 30th U.S. 
president, 1872. (Three 
presidents have died on 
the date: John Adams, 

Thomas Jefferson, and James 
Monroe.)

4. Rube 
Goldberg, 
cartoonist, 
1883.

5. The twin sisters who 
wrote advice columns 
under the names Ann 
Landers and Abigail Van 

Buren, 1918

6. Eva Marie Saint, actress 
(On the Waterfront) and 
Bowling 
Green 

State 
University 
graduate, 
1924.

7. Neil 
Simon, 
playwright 
(The Odd 

Couple, Lost in 
Yonkers), 1927.

8. Al Davis, football team 
owner (Oakland Raiders), 
1929.

9. George 
Steinbrenner, 
baseball 
team owner 

(New York 
Yankees), 
1930.
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