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TODAY’S QUOTE
“A community is like a ship; 
everyone ought to be prepared 
to take the helm.”

Henrik Ibsen, 
Norwegian dramatist

TODAY’S CHUCKLE
Just about the time you fi nally 
wake up and smell the coffee, 

your doctor orders you off 
caffeine.

+

+

+

+

TODAY IN 
HISTORY
Today is Friday, July 27, 
the 208th day of 2007.  
On this date:
In 1789, President 
George Washington 
signed a measure estab-
lishing the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, forerun-
ner of the Department of 
State.
In 1794, French revolu-
tionary leader Maximilien 
Robespierre was over-
thrown and placed under 
arrest; he was executed 
the following day.
 In 1861, Union Gen. 
George B. McClellan took 
command of the Army of 
the Potomac.
In 1866, Cyrus W. Field 
fi nally succeeded, after 
two failures, in laying the 
fi rst underwater tele-
graph cable between 
North America and 
Europe.
In 1953, the Korean War 
armistice was signed at 
Panmunjom, ending three 
years of fi ghting.
  In 1974, the House 
Judiciary Committee 
voted 27-11 to recom-
mend President Richard 
Nixon’s impeachment 
on a charge that he had 
personally engaged in a 
“course of conduct” de-
signed to obstruct justice 
in the Watergate case.
 In 1996, terror struck 
the Atlanta Olympics as 
a pipe bomb exploded at 
Centennial Olympic Park, 
killing one person and 
injuring 111.  
 Last year, Floyd Landis’ 
stunning Tour de France 
victory just four days 
earlier was thrown into 
question when he tested 
positive for high levels of 
testosterone during the 
race  

TODAY’S 
BIRTHDAYS
TV producer Norman 
Lear is 85. R&B singer 
Harvey Fuqua is 78. 
Actor Jerry Van Dyke 
is 76. Sportscaster Irv 
Cross is 68. Actor John 
Pleshette is 65. Singer 
Bobbie Gentry is 63. 
Actor-director Betty 
Thomas and Olympic 

gold medal fi gure skater 
Peggy Fleming are 59. 
Actor Maury Chaykin 
and singer Maureen 
McGovern are 58. Actor 
Janet Eilber is 56. Ac-
tor Roxanne Hart is 55. 
Country musician Dun-
can Cameron (Sawyer 
Brown) is 51. Comedian 
Bill Engvall is 50. Jazz 
singer Karrin Allyson is 
45. Country singer Stacy 
Dean Campbell and 
rock singer Juliana Hat-
fi eld are 40. Actor Julian 
McMahon is 39. Come-
dian Maya Rudolph is 
35. Singer-songwriter 
Pete Yorn is 33. Actor 
Jonathan Rhys Meyers 
is 30 .

TRIVIA 
CHALLENGE
1. Who was the fi rst race 
car driver to win both a 
Nextel Cup title and an 
IRL title?
2. A Tonkinese is a breed 
of what animal?
3. Johnny Rotten was 
the lead singer for what 
band?
4. What ESPN announcer 
and analyst has the nick-
name “Boomer”?
5. Why did Love Canal 
become famous?
6. What are the last 
names of Sam & Dave, 
one of soul music’s most 
popular duos?
7. What bay off Lake 
Huron has earned the 
nickname Shipwreck 
Alley?  

Answers on Page 8
Copyright 2007 by Mike Kelly

When you have a favorite song, 
you never get tired of listening to 
it. The same is apparently true 
for radio stations.  

In the Toledo area, the most-
listened-to station is WKKO-
FM, 99.9. The Cumulus-owned 
country music station has been 
at the top of the ratings heap for 
46 consecutive Arbitron surveys 
— that’s 11½ years at No. 1 — in-
cluding the most recent one.

The results of the Spring 2007 
Arbitron survey, conducted from 
April 5 through June 27, were de-
livered to local stations this week, 
and brought few surprises.

WKKO outpaced the compe-
tition with all listeners age 12 
and older, and with listeners 
in the important demographic 
for advertisers, 25-54 year-olds. 
K100 averaged 131,700 listeners 
during the week, compared to 
95,100 listeners for the No. 2 sta-
tion overall, WRVF-FM, 101.5.     

Other items of note:
w K-100 co-hosts Gary Shores 

and Harvey Steele logged their 
22nd consecutive survey leading 
the pack in morning drive.

w Mary Beth Zolik and Rick 
Woodell on Clear Channel’s 
WRVF fell in morning drive 
from second place to fi fth place 
overall. 

w The syndicated Bob & Tom 
morning show on WIOT-FM, 
104.7, reclaimed its second-place 
spot, which the Clear Channel 
station had lost in January.

w WRWK-FM, 106.5, The Zone, 
cracked the top 10 barrier overall 
and with listeners ages 25-54.

w WJUC-FM and WIMX-FM 
each had strong showings with 
all listeners, breaking into the 
top fi ve stations from 7 p.m. to 
midnight.

HERMAN

By ROB OWEN
BLOCK NEWS ALLIANCE

BEVERLY HILLS, Calif. —  In 
addition to his judge/executive 
producer duties 
on  So You Think 
You Can Dance, 
Nigel Lythgoe is 
also an executive 
producer on the 
Fox monster hit 
American Idol. He 
praised the Dance 
contestants, say-
ing, “There isn’t a 
Sanjaya here,” but 
noted that mistakes were made 
on Idol last season.  

“I think Sanjaya helped the 
last season very well when we 
were sort of going down and ev-
eryone’s going,  ‘Oh, the talent’s 
not as good this year.’ Sanjaya 
came through for us.”

Lythgoe said Idol spent too 
much time on the Idol mentors 
and not enough time on the 
competitors. 

“We didn’t know them as 
much as we knew the Kelly Pick-
lers from the season before,” he 
said. “So this season, we’ve re-
ally gone out of our way to focus 
on the competitors’ thoughts, 
their feelings, their emotions, so 
that we’re all attached to them a 
little more than if they were just 
dance competitors, and I think 
that’s affected us all.”

While Lythgoe said the next 
round of  Idol will look to  “in-
crease the emotional hooks for 
the audience,” he doesn’t want 
to do it at the expense of the 
talent. “I think there is enough 
talent with enough great stories 
to warrant the fact that we are 
basing it on talent,” he said. 

‘Kill Point’ ratings
Spike TV’s The Kill Point pre-

miered with 2.1 million view-
ers nationwide Sunday night, 
a good number for Spike TV, 
boosting the network’s ratings 
111 percent in the time period 
compared with a year ago.

Kill Point didn’t score as high 
as last summer’s premiere of the 
now-canceled  Blade (it had 2.5 
million viewers), but its  ratings 
were pretty stable throughout 
the two hours, which gener-
ally indicates viewers are more 
likely to return.  Blade shed 
viewers consistently and drew 
more female viewers, not Spike’s 
target. Sixty percent of the Kill 
Point audience was male.

Channel surfi ng
w CBS has canceled reality 

show  Pirate Master, effective 
immediately. The remaining 
fi ve episodes will stream on-
line at CBS.com, posting every 
Tuesday. 

w HBO has renewed its de-
serving drama Big Love for a 
third season.

w A prime-time Sesame Street 
special featuring the Muppets 
and guest stars Ben Stiller, Ja-
mie Foxx, Jennifer Hudson, and 
Tony Sirico (The Sopranos) is in 
the works for Christmas.   

The Block News Alliance con-
sists of The Blade and the Pitts-
burgh Post-Gazette. Rob Owen, 
the TV editor for the Post-Ga-
zette, is attending the Television 
Critics Association summer press 
tour in Los Angeles.

Contact him at: rowen@post-
gazette.com

By WESLEY MORRIS 
BOSTON GLOBE

The early sign that a good time will be 
had at Danny Boyle’s new space marvel, 
Sunshine, comes when we discover the 
name of the ship meant to launch a 
bomb at the sun. It’s called the Icarus II, 
meaning Icarus I totally failed, and now, 
50 years into the future, a new eight-
person crew will attempt the launch. 
It may cost everyone their lives, but the 
achievement will be historic: the rare 
sequel that trumps the original.

Boyle made Sunshine in collabora-
tion with the novelist Alex Garland, 
who wrote the script (They also made 
the zombie allegory 28 Days Later). If 
their movie doesn’t fl oat your boat as a 
work of science-fi ction, action, philoso-
phy, heliocentrism, or staggering visual 
spectacle (although, it really should), 
then it certainly succeeds as a parable 
for cinematic ambition.

The movies as a medium began more 
or less with a trip to the moon. And now 
we have the crew of the Icarus II hurl-
ing itself at the sun — for the future 
of mankind, sure, but for mankind’s 
entertainment, too. One crew member, 
the shrink (Cliff Curtis), likes to sit on 
the ship’s deck and stare in awe at the 
sun at the risk of his complexion and 
his sight — this solar movie, whose light 
the ship fi lters for him, is so brilliant it 

leaves him blinded, burned, and strung 
out. The darkness of space becomes the 
ultimate single-screen theater, and the 
idea of dying to save a planet is equal to 
the idea of dying to make art. But Boyle 
and Garland don’t push that metaphor-
ical parallel. The surface of this movie is 
plenty enthralling on its own.

Ever since a portion of the sun went 
on the fritz, a solar winter has gripped 
the Earth. The Icarus II’s mission is to 
jump-start the sun. The ship itself is like 
an enormous, ornate antenna situated 
behind a giant absorptive red disc that 
serves as the ultimate sun block. (It’s 
simply the most beautiful Frisbee ever 
fi lmed.) Inside, the ship speaks in omi-

nously soothing cadences, like the HAL 
9000 from 2001: A Space Odyssey. Icarus 
II, though, has a woman’s voice (Chipo 
Chung). She takes commands, intones 
unwelcome alerts (“Fire in the oxygen 
garden”), and offers increasingly dire 
statistical probabilities to her interna-
tional-looking crew, which includes 
the captain (Hiroyuki Sanada), the pilot 
(Rose Byrne), the engineer (Chris Ev-
ans), the communications expert (Troy 
Garity), the navigator (Benedict Wong), 
the botanist (Michelle Yeoh) , and the 
physicist (Cillian Murphy).

It takes about 15 minutes to get 
over the fact that none of these people 
resemble the average-looking middle-
aged white people you see on the typi-
cal U.S. space expedition. They kind of 
look like they’re on their way to Sonic 
Youth’s solar-system show. But they’re 
dedicated to their jobs: One crewman’s 
dire miscalculations leave him suicidal 
with shame. The cast is similarly dedi-
cated.

As the mission starts to go awry, the 
crew is forced to debate how to proceed 
in terse, well-written arguments. Soon, 
even those debates seem like a luxury 
in the face of lethal repair missions, a 
diminishing oxygen supply, and the 
unexpected if disorienting detour the 

Rudolph

ARBITRON RATINGS MOVIE REVIEW

Producer says ‘Idol’
tripped up last season

WKKO is
still on top

A metaphysical thriller 
Danny Boyle’s adventure can be enjoyed on several levels
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In Sunshine, the crew of the Icarus II is played by, from left, Chris Evans, Hiroyuki Sanada, Cliff Curtis, Michelle 
Yeoh, Benedict Wong, Rose Byrne, and Cillian Murphy.

FOX SEARCHLIGHT/ALEX BAILEY

Sunshine
Directed by Danny Boyle; written by Alex Gar-

land. A Fox Searchlight release, opening today 
at Super Cinemas and rated R for violent content 
and language. Running time: 108 min.

Critic’s rating: oooo
Capa ...................................  Cillian Murphy
Searle .......................................  Cliff Curtis
Corazon ..................................  Rose Byrne
Cassie .................................. Michelle Yeoh
Kaneda ............................ Hiroyuki Sanada
Mace .......................................  Chris Evans
Trey ...................................  Benedict Wong
Harvey ...................................... Troy Garity

ooooo Outstanding; oooo Very 
Good; ooo Good; oo Fair; o Poor.

See SUNSHINE, Page 8

Sanjaya

TOP TOLEDO METRO RADIO
Arbitron’s ranking of the top 10 radio 
stations during the 2007 spring 
ratings period (April 5 to June 27) 
followed by the average share of all 
listeners age 12 and older.  

OVERALL STATION RANKING 
Listeners 12 and older (Monday 
through Sunday, 6 a.m. to midnight)
1. WKKO-FM (99.9) 13.9
2. WRVF-FM (101.5) 7.7
3. WRQN-FM (93.5) 7.1
4. WSPD-AM (1370) 6.3
5. WIOT-FM (104.7) 6.1 (tie)
5. WVKS-FM (92.5) 6.1 (tie)
MORNING DRIVE (6 to 10 a.m.)
1. WKKO 14.4
2. WIOT 9.0
3. WRQN     8.1
4. WSPD  7.5
5. WRVF 7.4 
MIDDAYS (10 a.m. -3 p.m.)
1. WKKO 15.3
2. WRVF 10.0
3. WSPD 8.6
4. WRQN 6.8
5. WWWM-FM (105.5) 5.9
AFTERNOON DRIVE ( 3 to 7 p.m.)
1. WKKO 13.4
2. WRVF  7.8
3. WRQN 7.0
4. WVKS 6.9
5. WSPD 6.1
EVENINGS ( 7 p.m. to midnight)
1. WKKO 10.4
2. WRVF 7.5  (tie)
2. WVKS 7.5  (tie)
4. WJUC-FM (107.3) 6.7
5. WIMX-FM (95.7) 6.4

OVERALL RANKING 
Listeners age 25-54 (Monday 
through Sunday, 6 a.m. to midnight)
1. WKKO 14.4 
2. WIOT 8.4
3. WRVF 7.3                
4. WRQN 6.5  
5. WVKS 6.3     
MORNINGS
1. WKKO 14.5
2. WIOT 13.0 
3. WRQN 6.7  (tie)
3. WSPD 6.7   (tie)
5. WRVF 6.5     
MIDDAYS
1. WKKO 15.2
2. WRVF 9.3  
3. WSPD 8.3 
4. WWWM  7.7 
5. WIOT  7.3
AFTERNOONS
1. WKKO 13.5 
2. WRVF 7.6 
3. WIOT 7.1 
4. WVKS 6.7                     
5. WRQN 6.3 
EVENINGS
1. WKKO 9.7
2. WIOT 9.1
3. WVKS 7.8                                
4. WRVF 7.1
5. WIMX  5.8 
SOURCE:  Arbitron Inc 2007 THE BLADE
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