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BOYS BASKETBALL

City League
League Overall
Libbey 7-1 10-4
St. John’s Jesuit 7-1 11-4
Scott 7-1 10-4
St. Francis de Sales 6-2 11-4
Whitmer 5-3 6-7
Clay 4-4 7-6
Central Catholic 3-5 9-6
Rogers 3-5 5-7
Waite 2-6 8-6
Start 2-6 3-12
Bowsher 1-7 3-11
Woodward 1-7 3-12
SCORING LEADERS
G PTS AVG
Romeo Alexander, Scott 14 261 186
BJ Raymond, St. John's 14 258 184
Mike Lucas, Waite 14 256 183
Brian Roberts, St. John’s 15 272 181
Vershawn Chears, Scott 14 248 177
Todd Lindroth, Whitmer 13 230 177
Brett McDougle, Clay 13 218 168
Marquis Glenn, Rogers 12192 160
CJ Johnson, St. Francis 15 224 149
Justin Morris, Start 15 224 149
Jerome Pierce, Libbey 14 199 142
Dan Amato, Central 15 212 144
Darrion Griffin, Waite 13 183 1441
Zack Hartle, Central 15 208 139
Jermaine Fletcher, Whitmer 13 159 122
Brent Jones, Rogers 12 143 119
Zach Hillesland, St. John's 5 57 114
Ernie Reed, Libbey 14 152 109
Chris Wyse, Bowsher 14 151 108
Andy Smith, Bowsher 12 129 108
Devin Scarbrough, Clay 13 136 105
Jarret Wyatt, Rogers 12 125 104
Darryl Roberts, St. Francis 15 151 101
Sean Hamilton, Waite 14 139 99
Quintin Mitchell, Libbey 14 138 99
King Wilson, Waite 14 136 97
Matt Foley, Start 15 143 95
REBOUNDING LEADERS
G RBS AVG
Kevin Bingle, St. Francis 15 167 111
Quintin Mitchell, Libbey 14 146 104
Vershawn Chears, Scott 14 131 94
David Osby, Libbey 14 127 91
Brett McDougle, Clay 13 110 85
Zach Hillesland, St. John's 5 38 76
Darrion Griffin, Waite 13 97 75
BJ Raymond, St. John's 14 102 73
Stewart Armstrong, Rogers 12 86 7.2
Jermaine Fletcher, Whitmer 13 92 74
King Wilson, Waite 14 92 66
Robby Long, Start 15 95 63
Devin Scarbrough, Clay 13 82 63
Jarret Wyatt, Rogers 12 74 6.2
Drew Donovan, St. Francis 15 92 61
Marquell Jefferson, Libbey 14 83 59
Ernie Reed, Libbey 14 78 56
Richard Norment, Waite 12 63 53
Marquis Glenn, Rogers 12 63 53
Grant Maxey, Start 15 84 56
Not reporting: Woodward
NLL
League Overall
Southview 7-2 10-3
Bowling Green 6-2 10-3
Perrysburg 6-3 9-4
Northview 6-3 8-6
Anthony Wayne 4-5 5-9
Maumee 3-6 5-9
Springfield 2-6 4-8
Rossford 1-8 5-10
SCORING LEADERS
G PTS AVG
Mike Dhondt, Perrysburg 14 328 234
Joe McVicker, Anthony Wayne 14 327 234
Chris Poellnitz, Maumee 12 269 224
Steve Kyser, Southview 14 313 224
Dee Alexander, Springfield 12 199 166
Ray Thomas, Southview 14 219 156
Kevin Keller, Rossford 15 230 153
Jamar Murchison, Southview 14 206 147
Andrew Vroman, Bowling Green 8 117 146
Michael Graffin, Bowling Green 13 188 145
Tyler Winkleman, Perrysburg 13 182 140
Bryan Heidtman, Northview 14 181 129
Ryan Hoehner, Bowling Green 13 164 126
Fletcher Noble, Springfield 12 142 118
Cody Shoemaker, Northview 14 163 116
Jimmy Green, Bowling Green 13 144 1141
Andy Dybala, Maumee 14 125 89
Brent Papenfuss, Anthony Wayne 14 123 88
Eric Bayus, Anthony Wayne 14 106 76
REBOUNDING LEADERS
G RBS AVG
Ray Thomas, Southview 14 138 99
Andy Dybala, Maumee 14 122 87
Joe McVicker, Anthony Wayne 14 121 8.6
Steve Kyser, Southview 14 114 81
Joe Caig, Perrysburg 14 95 68
Cody Shoemaker, Northview 14 97 69
Andrew Vroman, Bowling Green 8 51 6.4
Brian Kirby, Anthony Wayne 13 61 4.7
Kevin Keller, Rossford 15 90 6.0
Michael Graffin, Bowling Green 13 8 65
Tony Zacharias, Anthony Wayne 14 8 59
Taylor Taube, Springfield 12 70 58
Ryan Hoehner, Bowling Green 13 69 53
Tyler Winkleman, Perrysburg 14 8 6.1
SLL
League Overall
Woodmore 8-1 10-3
Elmwood 6-3 8-5
Eastwood 6-3 7-5
Otsego 6-3 7-6
Genoa 5-4 6-8
Gibsonburg 3-6 5-9
Lake 2-7 4-10
Lakota 0-9 2-12
SCORING LEADERS
G PTS AVG
Tyler Rosenberger, Woodmore 13 263 202
Damien Montelongo, Otsego 13 258 19.8
Kevin Leady, Eastwood 12207 173
Zach Diekman, Genoa 13 214 165
Wes Blank, Lake 14 224 16.0
Jordan Murphy, Otsego 13 183 141
Brian Perkins, Woodmore 13 170 1341
Brandon Snyder, Eastwood 12 150 125
Adam Edens, Genoa 14 169 121
Tyler Steedman, Lake 14 164 117
Drew Williamson, Gibsonburg 14 164 117
Marcus Ahle, Gibsonburg 14 159 114
Adam Blachuta, EImwood 13 143 110
Travis Farabee, EImwood 13 137 105
Bryan Chaney, Lakota 14 144 103
Casey Donald, Otsego 13 133 102
Andrew Hoffman, Lakota 14 143 102
Zach Alt, Genoa 14 132 94
Nathan Kirwen, Gibsonburg 14 130 93
David Bowen, Woodmore 13 117 9.0
Rocky Garcia, Lake 14 122 87
REBOUNDING LEADERS
G RBS AVG
Zach Diekman, Genoa 13 141 108
Jordan Murphy, Otsego 13 118 91
Tyler Steedman, Lake 14 122 87
Adam Blachuta, EImwood 13 92 71
Marcus Ahle, Gibsonburg 14 97 69
Andrew Hoffman, Lakota 14 9% 69
Brandon Snyder, Eastwood 12 79 66
Adam Edens, Genoa 14 87 62
Tyler Rosenberger, Woodmore 13 76 58
Andy Shaffer, EImwood 13 76 58
Nathan Kirwen, Gibsonburg 14 70 50
Derek Schlea, Woodmore 13 64 49
Jake Speck, Eastwood 12 56 47
Brent Ersthausen, Gibsonburg 14 63 45
Brian Perkins, Woodmore 13 58 45
NWOAL
League Overall
Archbold 5-0 12-2
Wauseon 4-0 12-0
Patrick Henry 4-0 10-3
Liberty Center 4-1 9-5
Delta 2-3 3-10
Evergreen 1-4 8-6
Bryan 1-4 6-9
Montpelier 1-4 1-14
Swanton 0-6 0-13
SCORING LEADERS
G PTS AVG
Jake Reckner, Wauseon 1 237 215
Chris Carpenter, Bryan 13 257 1938
Dan Borcherdt, Archbold 14 262 187
Clint Russell, Delta 13 239 184
Trent Meyer, Pat. Henry 12204 17.0
Matt Brown, Evergreen 14 184 142
Zach Weagley, Swanton 13 171 132
Josh Williams, Delta 13 163 125
Brian Babcock, Lib. Center 14 164 117
Joel Ruffer, Archbold 14 161 115
Logan Haake, Pat. Henry 12 137 114
Tyler Sharpe, Lib. Center 14 154 110
Kyle Storrer, Wauseon 12 123 103
Justin Bostelman, Pat. Henry 12 122 102
Kasey Bodenbender, Lib. Center 14 142 1041
REBOUNDING LEADERS
G RBS AVG
Matt Brown, Evergreen 14 147 105
AJ Hephner, Montpelier 13 133 102
Ben Gunn, Wauseon 12 115 96
Chris Carpenter, Bryan 13 110 85
Tyler Sharpe, Lib. Center 14 11 79
Joel Ruffer, Archbold 14 9% 69
Tory Casey, Lib. Center 14 95 68
Ryan Buell, Bryan 14 94 67
Brian Babcock, Lib. Center 14 8 59
Clint Russell, Delta 13 73 56
Marcus Baun, Delta 12 80 67
Jake Reckner, Wauseon 11 58 53
Brock Gibson, Wauseon 12 57 48

Blade boys
basketball poll

DIVISION |
. St. John’s (2)
. Libbey (1)
. Bowling Green (4)
. Scott (3)
. St. Francis

DIVISION Il
. Wauseon (1)
. Ottawa-Glandorf (2)
. Port Clinton (3)
. Fostoria (4)
. Eastwood (5)
DIVISION Il
. Archbold (1)
. Liberty-Benton (2)
. Woodmore (3)
. Patrick Henry (4) .
. Liberty Center
DIVISION IV
. Arlington (1)
. Pettisville (2) ...
. Van Buren (3) ..
. Ottawa Hills (5)
. Danbury
Last week’s ranking in paren-
theses. The poll ranks the top
teams in an 11-county circula-
tion area: Defiance, Fulton, Han-
cock, Henry, Lucas, Ottawa,
Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, Wil-
liams and Wood. Also included
are Hardin Northern from Hardin
County and Carey and Mohawk
from Wyandot County.
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League Overall

Ottawa Hills 7-1 13-2
Danbury 6-1 12-2
Cardinal Stritch 5-2 10-4
Toledo Christian 3-4 6-7
Emmanuel Baptist 3-5 4-11
Maumee Valley 2-5 5-8
Northwood 0-8 1-13

SCORING LEADERS

G PTS AVG

Craig Choka, Maumee Valley 13 289 222
Jake Fanning, Danbury 14 305 218
Andrew Boggs, Tol. Christian 13 258 19.8
Chris Wilson, Ottawa Hills 15 294 196
Delence Sheares, Maumee Valley 13 230 17.7
Scott Nietz, Enmanuel Bap. 15 258 17.2
A.J. LaCourse, Cardinal Stritch 13 175 135
Matt Boggs, Tol. Christian 18 172 132
Steve Sparks, Emmanuel Bap. 6 77 128
Eric Ludrowsky, Danbury 14 165 118
Mike Adams, Northwood 10 105 105
Brian Buckey, Ottawa Hills 15 151 101
Ross Peters, Northwood 14 128 9.1

REBOUNDING LEADERS

G RBS AVG

Delence Sheares, Maumee Valley 13 167 128
Andrew Boggs, Tol. Christian 13 128 98
Brian Dunnett, Emmanuel Bap. 15 129 86
Chris Wilson, Ottawa Hills 15 126 8.4
Eric Ludrowsky, Danbury 14 108 77
Joe Eccelston, Cardinal Stritch 14 91 65
Chad Rutkowski, Cardinal Stritch 14 8 61
Jake Fanning, Danbury 14 8 59
Craig Choka, Maumee Valley 13 7 55
Jarret Ensign, Danbury 14 76 54
Garrett Petty, Cardinal Stritch 14 N 5.1
Steve Sparks, Emmanuel Bap. 6 3 50

Sandusky Bay Conference

League Overall

Port Clinton 9-1 13-2
Margaretta 9-1 12-2
Sandusky St. Mary 7-3 9-5
Oak Harbor 6-4 9-6
Clyde 4-6 5-9
Sandusky Perkins 3-7 5-8
Huron 1-9 3-11
Edison 1-9 2-13

Midland Athletic League

League Overall

New Riegel 5-1 8-6
Tiffin Calvert 5-1 7-6
North Baltimore 4-2 7-8
Carey 4-3 9-7
Hopewell-Loudon 4-3 7-6
Mohawk 4-3 7-7
Fremont St. Joseph 3-3 6-6
Old Fort 3-3 4-8
Fostoria St. Wendelin 3-4 4-10
Seneca East 0-6 2-12
Bettsville 0-6 0-15

Blanchard Valley Conf.

League Overall

Arlington 6-0 15-0
Liberty-Benton 5-1 12-2
Leipsic 4-1 7-6
Van Buren 4-2 10-2
Hardin Northern 3-2 9-4
Pandora-Gilboa 3-2 5-7
Vanlue 1-4 5-9
McComb 1-5 4-11
Cory-Rawson 1-5 7-8
Arcadia 0-5 1-12

Green Meadows Conference

League Overall
Antwerp 4-0 11-3
Holgate 3-1 10-4
Wayne Trace 241 6-7
Fairview 21 6-7
Tinora 2-2 9-6
Hicksville 1-3 8-6
Ayersville 1-3 6-7
Edgerton 0-4 3-11

Putnam County League

League Overall
Ottoville 2-0 8-5
Continental 3-1 9-5
Fort Jennings 241 9-4
Leipsic 3-2 7-6
Columbus Grove 2-2 7-5
Kalida 2-2 7-6
Miller City 1-3 4-8
Pandora-Gilboa 0-4 5-7

Buckeye Border Conference

League Overall

Pettisville 6-0 12-1
Edon 4-2 10-5
Stryker 4-2 7-8
Fayette 2-4 5-9
Hilltop 1-5 4-9
North Central 1-5 3-11

Other Northwest Ohio

Overall

Ottawa-Glandorf 12-1
Findlay 10-3
Fostoria 10-3
Monclova Christian 9-5
Defiance 5-8
Napoleon 2-11
Bellevue 1-14

Tri-County Conference

League Overall

Whitmore Lake 5-0 6-3
Summerfield 6-1 8-3
Morenci 6-1 8-3
Britton-Macon 5-2 8-4
Adrian Madison 2-4 3-8
Sand Creek 1-6 2-8
Whiteford 1-6 2-10
Deerfield 0-6 0-10

Lenawee County
Athletic Association

League Overall

Erie Mason 6-1 10-1
Dundee 5-1 9-3
Onsted 5-2 8-3
Blissfield 3-4 4-7
Clinton 2-3 5-6
Ida 2-5 5-6
Hudson 0-7 1-10

Other Southeast Michigan

Overall

Lenawee Christian 11-0
Bedford 11-2
Monroe 5-7
Adrian 5-7
Monroe St. Mary CC 6-6
Tecumseh 2-8
Monroe Jefferson 1-10
Addison 0-12

Nissen sparks Genoa victory

Comet notches 1,000th point

GENOA — Nicole Nissen
scored 28 points to lead Genoa
to a 64-52 Suburban Lakes
League girls basketball victory
over Lake last night and top
1,000 career points in the pro-
cess.

Nissen has 1,007 career
points.

Courtney Nissen added 13
points for the
Comets (8-8, 5-
6).
The Flyers (1-
14, 0-10) were [
led by Kelly
McPherson
with 21 points.

Genoa trailed
30-29 at the
break, then out-
scored Lake 26-
17 in the third
quarter.

The final stanza was all
defense, with the Comets out-
scoring the Flyers 9-5.

EASTWOOD 49, OTSEGO 33

TONTOGANY — Whitney
Hartman scored 13 points as
Eastwood stayed in control of
the SLL — 11-5, 9-1.

Julia Weisenborn led Otsego
(6-10, 5-6) with 10 points.

The Eagles led 30-15 at the
break.

LAKOTA 67, WOODMORE 63

KANSAS Sue Brickner
scored 20 points as Lakota pre-
vailed in overtime.

Erica Walters added 15 points
and Jenna Vargo added 10.

Leah Garcia led Woodmore
with 23 points and Carrie
Netcher and Megan Abbey
added 13 apiece.

ELMWOOD 63,
GIBSONBURG 57
GIBSONBURG — Kelly
Wagner scored 25 points and

Nissen:
28 points

grabbed nine rebounds for
Elmwood. Kristen Keys added
15 points and Brittany Berry
had 12.

Mallory Fleming paced Gib-
sonburg with 19 points and 10
rebounds. Julie Beaschler added
16 and Alisha Kaemming added
14.

NORTHVIEW 80,
SPRINGFIELD 30
Unbeaten Northview (16-0,
10-0 NLL) rolled at home as
Niki McCoy scored 17, Brooke
Amstutz 15 and Nikki McCoy 10.
Twelve players scored for
Northview.
Alex Noble led Springfield (4-
12, 1-9) with eight points.

PERRYSBURG 64,
ROSSFORD 36

Laura Markwood scored 21
points and Allison Vallas added
19 for Perrysburg (13-2, 8-1
NLL).

Chassidy Tooson paced visi-
ting Rossford (2-14, 1-9) with 10
points.

MAUMEE 48,
BOWLING GREEN 41

BOWLING GREEN — Visiting
Maumee made 16 of 25 foul
shots to the Bobcats’ 7 of 18.

Katie Greisiger led the Pan-
thers (6-10, 6-2 NLL) with 15
points and Moe Madrzykowski
added 13.

Dana Chalupa led Bowling
Green (8-7, 6-3) with 11 points
and Aubrey Vandiver added 10.

SOUTHVIEW 43,
ANTHONY WAYNE 39

Southview had no scorers in
double figures (Kelsey Navarre

led with nine points), but the
Cougars hit 17 of 31 foul shots
to knock off the Generals, who
hit 10 of 12.

Stephanie Hoover scored 20
points for Anthony Wayne.

CARDINAL STRITCH 53,
DANBURY 28
The Cardinals bolted to a 29-
10 halftime lead en route to an
easy victory over the Lakers.
Justine Brandt scored 10
points and contributed six
assists for Stritch (14-2, 6-0
TAAC). Kristen Ameling added
nine points and Apryl Pocse had
eight points and eight
rebounds.
Kim Zura topped Danbury (6-
10, 3-7) with 10 points.

NORTHWOOD 60,
MAUMEE VALLEY 43

Jamie Flick scored 18, Amy
Agler had 12 and Amy Jardy 11
for Northwood (10-6, 7-2 TAAC),
which took control with a 21-7
advantage in the third quarter.

Katy Pounds led Maumee
Valley (4-10, 2-6) with 17 points,
including four treys, and Alexis
Holman added 13.

EVERGREEN 58,
SWANTON 45

METAMORA — Crystal
Skeldon hit five treys and scored
19 points to pace Evergreen (12-
2, 3-2 NWOAL). Leslie Stong
added 13 points.

Tarah Dominique and
Chelsea White scored 10 points
apiece for Swanton (8-7, 3-4).

PATRICK HENRY 81,
MONTPELIER 32
HAMLER — Abbey Flowers
scored 18, Amanda Coressel
added 16, Jenna Inselmann 13

and Danielle Collins 10 for Pat-
rick Henry.

Amanda Meyers grabbed 10
rebounds as PH won in that
department 35-16.

Tiffany Green led Montpelier
with 11.

WAUSEON 55,
ARCHBOLD 51
WAUSEON — Taylor Gleckler
led Wauseon with 16 and Katie
Hill and Sara Roth had 10
apiece as the Indians dealt the
Streaks their first loss.
Kendra Stahl scored 14, Kara
Buehrer 11 and Amy
Wanemacher 10 for Archbold.

FINDLAY 71,
LIMA SENIOR 32
FINDLAY — Jessica Schloemp
had 18 points and 12 rebounds
as Findlay clinched at least a
share of the Greater Buckeye
Conference championship.

FREMONT ROSS 41,
NAPOLEON 38

FREMONT Tia Simms
scored 12 of her 14 points in the
second half to pace the Little
Giants (10-6). Rachel Hammer
added 10 points.

Kayla Mengerink paced
Napoleon (8-8) with 13 points
and Sarah Dammon added 10.

PETTISVILLE 62,
NORTH CENTRAL 33
PETTISVILLE — Sarah Bruner
had 20 and Lindsay Rice 16 for
Pettisville.

HILLTOP 49, EDON 39
WEST UNITY — Mandy
Scherer scored 16 for Hilltop.
Caela Mohre led Edon with 12.

STRYKER 49, FAYETTE 45
STRYKER — Kamilla Ruffer
scored 23 points and Melissa
Henry added 15 for Stryker.
Sarah Bird scored 20 for Fay-
ette.

Coaches

Continued from Page 1

ning percentage came 11 City
League championships in 15
title-game appearances, nine
district titles and five trips to
the state semifinals, the last of
which, in 1990, ended with a
Division I championship.

“I always looked at it as our
opportunity to have a reflection
on the school and the kids,”
Williams says today. “I still look
at it that way. I'm proud of what
we did because it was helpful to
so many young people and it
was a positive reflection on the
school and the community.”

Williams retired from
teaching and coaching after the
1997-98 season, and promptly
received the honor of having
the Scott gym renamed the Ben
E. Williams Field House. Shortly
thereafter he was inducted into
to the Ohio High School Basket-
ball Coaches Association Hall of
Fame.

Heintschel, in his 25th season
as the head coach at St. John’s
Jesuit, takes a 429-139 (.755)
career mark into his team’s
league game at 6:30 tonight at
Savage Hall against Start. The
Titans are tied with Libbey and
Scott, who meet at 8:30 p.m. at
Savage, for first place, all with 7-
1 league records.

St. John's earned its coach
win No. 429 with a 77-44 tri-
umph against Scott last Friday.

“I think we've both run very
disciplined programs in a
number of ways,” Heintschel
said. “Our players conformed to
what we wanted, and we had to
reign in some great players and
get them to play team ball. We
were both tough enough to do
that, and therefore the kids
maximized as a team. That was
really important.

“I'm honored and humbled to
be in the same spot [429 wins]
he is. He set a very high stan-
dard in terms of quality of bas-
ketball. To even be in that ball-
park at all is humbling. He still
has a better percentage, and
that’s good.”

Heintschel’s coaching resume
includes nine City League
championships in 12 title-game
trips, eight district crowns and
three advancements to the state
semifinals. His Titans, during a
run of seven consecutive 20-win
seasons, finished as Division-I
state runners-up in 1993 and
'96, and fell in the semifinals
last season.

The careers of the men, easily
recognized on the local sports
scene as simply “Ben” and “Ed,”
overlapped for 19 competitive
seasons. Williams’ teams domi-
nated for most of the first 11
years (15-2), and Heintschel’s
squads held a 7-5 edge over the
final eight. Williams retired with
a 20-9 advantage.

Williams and Heintschel may
have begun their City League
rivalry as two coaches just
trying to win games, but ended
it sharing a mutual respect
because of their roles in a series
of hard-fought but clean battles
by their teams. Those games

Ben Williams at Scott

Ed Heintschel at St. John’s

Season Record Highlights Season Record Highlights

1974-75  20-2 CL title, district final 1979-80  4-15 '

1975-76  24-1 CL title, state semifinal 1980-81 17-4 CL title

1976-77  20-4 CL title, regional semifinal 1981-82  17-4

1977-78  23-2 CL title, state semifinal 1822-22 1‘71-2

1978-79  17-3 - -

1979-80 241 CL title, regional semifinal } gg‘s"gg 1 2-181

1980-81  14-8 - - . o

1981-82  20-6 CL title, state semifinal }ggg'gg 12; g'ft:ﬂnseﬂ'g"a'

1982-83  11-10 - - L runner-

1983-84  22-4 CL title, state semifinal } ggg'gg 123'2 g'ft”c" final distriot final

1984-85  24-2 CL title, regional final 199091 205 regirg:;esf;rﬁhn; ricttina

1322:2? 1213:‘71 CL title, regional semifinal 1991-92  21-5 CL runner-up, regional final
1992-93 23-5 CL title, state runner-up

lorse 17 199394 21-4  CLtitle, regional semifinal

198090 271  CLtitle,tatechampionship 1996-08 a4 GL file, otatesmmanun.

1990-91 13-7 CL runner-up 1996-97 14-7 ’

199192 13-9 CL title 1997-98  19-6 CL title, regional semifinal

1992-93  18-4 CL runner-up 1998-99  20-3 CL title, district semifinal

1993-94  18-4 CL runner-up 1999-00 12-10 district final

1994-95  16-6 2000-01 19-4 district final

1995-96  12-9 2001-02  25-1 CL title, regional final

1996-97  10-10 2002-03 21-5 CL title, state semifinal

1997-98 15-6 CL runner-up 2003-04 11-4

24 seasons: 429-120 (.781)

Titles: CL (11), district (9), regional (5), state (1).

25th season: 429-139 (.755)

Titles: CL (9),

district (8), regional (3), state (0).

collectively amounted to among
the most spirited series in CL
history.

And from Heintschel’s per-
spective, it was Williams and his
Bulldogs who taught him and
his Titans what it took to
approach the upper echelon of
prep basketball, first locally, and
later statewide.

The differences

Williams, 67, grew up in
North Toledo and played for Jim
Knierim at Woodward, then
under Harold Anderson at
Bowling Green State University,
where Williams earned a Bache-
lor’s degree in health and phys-
ical education and a Master’s in
education.

Throughout his career at
Scott, Williams concedes that
he tackled some substantial
environmental obstacles at the
central-city school, but ulti-
mately helped 23 Bulldog
players earn Division I college
scholarships.

Heintschel, 53, was reared in
East Toledo, played high school
ball for Jim Kubacki at St.
Francis de Sales and spent two
academic years and one season
as a little-used walk-on at St.
Joseph’s (Ind.) College before
transferring to the University of
Toledo, where he earned his

degree.
Employed for three decades
at St. John’s, Heintschel

acknowledges that he has had
the luxury of working in a more
affluent and educationally-
driven environment than Wil-
liams. From a basketball per-
spective, perhaps his toughest
obstacle early on was the lack of
top-shelf athletic talent. Later
on, it was getting an improved
talent base to learn how to
compete at a high intensity
level.

“lI worked in a central-city
environment and Ed is in more
of a suburban environment,”
Williams said. “There are things
that are different and things
that are similar. There are prob-
ably more advantages in the
suburban environment.

“Either way, you try to estab-
lish an atmosphere where all
the kids can grow to their capa-

bility as a person and as a bas-
ketball player. Every kid’s capa-
bility is different. You can't
expect a kid to be an All-Amer-
ican player if he doesn't have
that ability.

“They have to understand
that theyre a student-athlete
first and that you have a
responsibility when you go out
into the community and
interact with people to show
quality behavior and show
respect, especially to older peo-
ple.”

The similarities

Ben and Ed each started as
assistants under a successful
head coach. Williams inherited
a program that predecessor
Bunk Adams took to a City
championship and the Class
AAA state semifinals in 1973-74.
Heintschel took over in 1979-80
for Tim Smith, who was 114-61
over nine years.

Where Williams flourished
from the start, Heintschel strug-
gled to a career-worst 4-15
opening season. That proved to
be an aberration a year later,
when he led St. John's to its first
CL title, in 1981.

What does Williams see in
Heintschel that reminds him of
himself?

“Caring for the kids,” Wil-
liams said, “and then the hard
work all year round with the
program, and the teaching of
basketball fundamentals.
Players make the plays, but if
you get a good player and put
him in a fundamental system of
hard work and top quality con-
ditioning, that brings about
exceptional teams and excep-
tional seasons. These are things
that were similar with Ed and 1.”

The pinnacle

It wasn't until after Scott’s
state-championship season of
’89-90 that Heintschel’s pro-
gram really took off, thanks, he
says, to a lesson he and his
players learned from three
losses to the Bulldogs that sea-
son.

WILLIAMS: “The year we
won the state, he had a team
good enough to win it. We just
happened to be in the same

area. We beat them three times.
We beat them soundly in the
regular season and then in the
City championship.

“In the district final it went
down to the wire. We were in
trouble. Three of our starters
were in foul trouble and we had
to hold the ball up at the end.
That’s when John White hit a
shot from the corner. That’s
how close it was as far as them
continuing and us not contin-
uing in the tournament.”

HEINTSCHEL: “We really
learned a lot from playing them
that year. We played them early
on and they kicked our butts by
about 20 points. We got better
as the season went on and we
played them again in the City
championship game.

“I thought we had made
some progress and I was anx-
ious to see how far we had
come. Then we played. I called
a timeout and I think we were
down 15-0. I don’t ever
remember seeing a team come
out with the energy and the
focus that Scott had that night.”

A coach’s player

WILLIAMS: “I always say
Truman Claytor. That was the
first year I coached. I coached
him on the JV team and then he
was a senior on the varsity
when I took over. That year
there were a lot of good players
in the league with Terry Crosby
and Farley Bell at DeVilbiss, and
Kelvin Ransey and those guys at
Macomber, and Rogers always
had good players. Who would
pick us to win the City cham-
pionship? With Truman
Claytor’s leadership we did it.
He was the best.”

HEINTSCHEL: “I like highly
competitive guys. I'm an old
Eastsider, and that was the envi-
ronment I was raised in. We've
had some guys like that —
[Shane] Komives and [Jay] Lar-
ranaga and [John] Floyd and
others. Komives was as tough a
nut as I've ever coached. Great
players and great teams impose
their will and overcome what-
ever comes up. I think Shane
was awesome at that. Not to
shortchange anyone else, but he
was a tough hombre.”



