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g u a r d  J e s s i c a  M i n n fi e l d  ( 1 2
points) hit one of two with 13.2
to go.

Bowsher then sur vived four
missed free throws by backup
f o r w a rd  Mi c h e l l e  B e l l  a n d  a
missed front-end bonus tr y by
Ir ish center E llen Her man (12
points) with 4.7 seconds left.

Not until Minnfield drove the
cour t after Bell’s final miss and
failed to get off a shot before the
b u z z e r  s o u n d e d  c o u l d  t h e
Rebels celebrate.

“It was the third time playing
them and we’ve come so close
several times, so there was a
monkey off their backs,” Lake
said of her team. “ We realized
we stuck with them last time
and this time we had to get over
that hump.

“ O u r  r o l e  p l a y e r s  —  l i k e
Michelle Bell, Laura Coy and
Lamesha Johnson — are key to
our victor ies now. That and Jaz
settling in and realizing that
she’s got to get her teammates
involved.”

Bowsher had seven tur novers
before taking its first shot in the
game and, amazingly, sur vived
30 giveaways. Central was also
char itable (21 tur novers in the
game), and led just 5-0 before
the Rebels got untracked.

With Davis scor ing 13 points
in the first quar ter and 19 by
h a l f t i m e ,  B ow s h e r  l e d  1 4 - 1 3
after one per iod and 32-27 after

two.
In a game that had 19 lead

c h a n g e s ,  t h e  R e b e l s’  b i g g e s t
lead was 38-31 on a bucket from
f r e s h m a n  g u a r d  S t e p h a n y
Johnson (10 points) with 4:41
left in the third quar ter.

Central (16-7) — the winner
of eight straight City League
titles and three regionals over
that span — answered with a
10-2 r un to take a 41-40 lead on
Her man’s steal and layup with
1:53 left in the third quar ter.
The teams traded baskets and
the lead five more times before
that per iod ended with Bowsher
on top 46-45.

C e n t r a l ’s  l a s t  l e a d  ( 5 6 - 5 5 )
c a m e  o n  B r i t t a n y  M u r r e l l ’s
layup with 2:32 left. Johnson
put Bowsher up to stay with two
free throws four seconds later.

“It’s always difficult playing a
team a third time, said Central
c o a c h  S t e v e  P f a h l e r,  w h o s e
team topped Bowsher 62-49 on
Jan. 21 and 54-51 in the CL
championship a month later.

“ We’re evenly matched teams
and they’ve got a little bit more
exper ience, and they had kids
we just didn’t handle as well as
we did the first two games.

“I told our kids that we didn’t
get done, fundamentally, what
we needed to get done to win.
That was one heck of a basket-
ball game. We’ve won our share
of games like that. Tonight we
didn’t. Congratulations to them
and best of luck.”

Bowsher was 22-of-47 from
the field, 13-of-23 from the line,
and outrebounded Central 36-
29. 

Free throws key
in Perrysburg win
Markwo o d s cores 16 for Jackets

GIRLS DISTRICTSMcCOMB — Perr ysburg out-
s c o r e d  F i n d l a y  1 4 - 2  i n  t h e
second quar ter of their Division
I girls basketball distr ict semi-
final last night and went on to a
42-35 victor y.

Laura Markwood tallied 10 of
her game-high 16 points at the
f r e e  t h r o w  l i n e ,  w h e r e  t h e
Ye l l ow  Ja c k e t s  o u t s c o re d  t h e
Trojans 13-3. Allison Vallas and
Ti f f a n y  C a l e v r o  a d d e d  e i g h t
points apiece.

A l l i e  Ni e k a m p  l e d  F i n d l a y
with 14 points.

Perr ysburg advances to a dis-
tr ict final at 7 p.m. tomorrow at
the University of Findlay against
Ma n s fi e l d  Se n i o r,  w h i c h  b e a t
Mar ion Harding 55-37.

Division II
ELIDA 49, WAUSEON 39

FINDL AY — E lida hit 7 of 10
f r e e  t h r o w s  a n d  o u t s c o r e d
Wa u s e o n  1 3 - 6  i n  t h e  f o u r t h
quar ter at Liber ty-Benton.

J e n n a  J a c k s o n  s c o r e d  1 7
points and Emily Warren had 10
for the Rams (16-7).

Sara Roth paced the Indians
(18-5) with 11.

ST. MARY ’S 60, DEFIANCE 30
F I N D L AY  —  K r i s s y  Ha i n e s

scored 15 points, Haley Fannon
had 14 and Kerr i Imwalle 12 for
22-1 St. Mar ys Memor ial.

Dee Dee Hillman led Defi-
ance (8-15) with eight.

St. Mar ys outscored the Bull-
dogs 17-1 at the foul line.

Division III
ARCHBOLD 72,

COLDWATER 62
DEFIANCE — Kara Buehrer

was a per fect 12-of-12 at the
foul line and scored 18 points to
lead Archbold.

Kendra Stahl added 15 points
and Sarah Gr ime had 13 for the
Blue Streaks (22-1), who made
30 of 35 free throw tr ies to
Coldwater’s 16-of-26.

Ashley G eier paced Coldwater
with 13.

Gr ime also pulled down 12
rebounds.

SWANTON 47, PAULDING 44
DEFIANCE — Tarah Domi-

n i q u e  s c o re d  1 4  p o i n t s  a n d
C h e l s e a  W h i t e  a d d e d  1 0  f o r
S w a n t o n  ( 1 3 - 1 0 ) ,  w h i c h
grabbed a 23-17 lead at the half
and never gave it up.

Ashley Stallkamp tallied 14
and Connie Wehrkamp and Jill
Koenn had 11 each for Paulding
(16-6).

PATRICK HENRY 55,
ELMWOOD 25

Jenna Inselman and Amanda
Coressel scored 11 points each
for Patr ick Henr y, which led 32-
14 at the half in a distr ict semi-

final at Perr ysburg.
Br ittany Berr y, Amber Mor-

g a r t  a n d  K r i s t e n  Ke y s  p a c e d
E l m w o o d  w i t h  f o u r  p o i n t s
apiece.

CARDINAL STRITCH 52,
ALLEN EAST 46

A p r y l  P o c s e  t h r e w  i n  2 2
points to pace the Cardinals,
who outscored Allen East 14-6
in the third quar ter at Perr ys-
burg.

Stefanie Conley tallied 13 and
Ashlie Winegardner had 10 for
Allen East.

Str itch posted an 11-2 advan-
tage at the foul line.

Division IV
NEW RIEGEL 53,

OT TAWA HILLS 30
F O S T O R I A  —  N e w  R i e g e l

connected on better than half
i t s  t w o - p o i n t  t r i e s  ( 1 8 - o f - 3 5 )
and jumped to a 28-13 lead at
the half.

L a u re n  S c h a l k  a n d  L e a n n e
Lucius scored 15 points apiece
f o r  t h e  B l u e  Ja c k e t s  ( 1 8 - 4 ) .
A n g i e  S c h a l k  a d d e d  1 2  a n d
eight rebounds.

Rachel Garber had 12 points
and 10 rebounds for the Green
Bears, who scored four at the
f re e  t h row  l i n e  c o m p a re d  t o
New Riegel’s 17. with 12 points.

FREMONT ST. JOSEPH 68,
TOLEDO CHRISTIAN 51

FOSTORIA — Becky Babione
poured in 30 points to lead
F r e m o n t  S t .  J o s e p h  C e n t r a l
Catholic over Toledo Chr istian.

K a t y  Ha s s e l b a c h  a d d e d  1 4
points and Jamie Bork had 10
for the Streaks, who outscored
the Eagles 25-16 in the four th
quar ter.

Alissa Toth scored 22 points
f o r  To l e d o  C h r i s t i a n ,  w h i c h
trailed 26-19 at the half.

STRYKER 49, EDON 44
ARCHBOLD — Str yker sank

16 of 21 shots at the foul line to
hold on to a win over Edon,
which made 8 of 14.

K a m i l l a  R u f f e r  s c o r e d  1 4
points and Dani Par tee added
12 for the Panthers (16-6).

Amber Faulhaber tallied 13
and Teresia Dulle tossed in 10
for the Bombers (11-11).

EDGERTON 36, HOLGATE 31
ARCHBOLD — Shar i Nihar t

s c o r e d  1 5  p o i n t s  t o  l e a d
Edger ton (8-15), which sank 15
of 23 free throw tr ies compared
to Holgate’s 6-of-11.

C a s s i e  G i e s i g e  t a l l i e d  1 2
points for the Tigers (7-16).

City League
Final, regular season

                                      League Overall
*-St. John’s Jesuit              10-1 16-4
Libbey                                 10-1 14-6
Scott                                     9-2 13-6
Whitmer                                8-3 11-8
St. Francis de Sales              7-4 12-6
Central Catholic                   6-5 12-6
Clay                                      5-6 10-9
Rogers                                  4-7 6-11
Waite                                    2-9 9-9
Woodward                            2-9 4-14
Start                                     2-9 3-15
Bowsher                             1-10 3-16
*-won CL playoff championship

SCORING LEADERS
                                              G PTS AVG
Vershawn Chears, Scott            19 365 19.2
Romeo Alexander, Scott           19 359 18.8
BJ Raymond, St. John’s            19 353 18.6
Brett McDougle, Clay                19 340 17.9
Todd Lindroth, Whitmer            19 332 17.5
Brian Roberts, St. John’s          20 349 17.5
Mike Lucas, Waite                     15 261 17.4
Marquis Glenn, Rogers             17 276 16.2
C.J. Johnson, St. Francis          18 269 14.9
Darrion Griffin, Waite                 17 246 14.5
Jerome Pierce, Libbey              20 289 14.5
Justin Morris, Start                    18 254 14.1
Dan Amato, Central                   18 250 13.9
Brent Jones, Rogers                 16 221 13.8
Zack Hartle, Central                  18 244 13.6
Er nie Reed, Libbey                    20 261 13.1
Jermaine Fletcher, Whitmer      19 236 12.4
King Wilson, Waite                    18 211 11.7
Andy Smith, Bowsher                18 194 10.8
Chris Wyse, Bowsher                19 214 10.7
Darryl Roberts, St. Francis        18 188 10.4
Devin Scarbrough, Clay            19 194 10.2
Robby Long, Start                     18 184 10.2
Quintin Mitchell, Libbey            20 203 10.2
Zach Hillesland, St. John’s        10 101 10.1
John Nelson, Clay                     19 191 10.1
Jarret Wyatt, Rogers                 17 165 9.7

REBOUNDING LEADERS
                                              G RBS AVG
Kevin Bingle, St. Francis           18 204 11.3
Quintin Mitchell, Libbey            20 219 10.9
Vershawn Chears, Scott            19 190 10.0
Darrion Griffin, Waite                 17 147 8.6
David Osby, Libbey                   15 128 8.5
Zach Hillesland, St. John’s        10 84 8.4
Brett McDougle, Clay                19 157 8.3
BJ Raymond, St. John’s            19 156 8.2
Stewart Armstrong, Rogers      16 117 7.3
King Wilson, Waite                    18 122 6.8
Jermaine Fletcher, Whitmer      19 126 6.6
Drew Donovan, St. Francis       18 119 6.6
Robby Long, Start                     18 126 7.0
Jarret Wyatt, Rogers                 17 105 6.2
Marquel Jefferson, Libbey        20 122 6.1
Devin Scarbrough, Clay            19 112 5.9
Er nie Reed, Libbey                    20 112 5.6
Grant Maxey, Start                    18 97 5.4
Marquis Glenn, Rogers             17 91 5.4
Brent Jones, Rogers                 16 83 5.2
Kenny Rivers, Bowsher             20 100 5.0

Not reporting: Woodward.

NLL
                                      League Overall
Southview                           12-2 17-3
Perrysburg                          10-4 14-6
Northview                           10-4 13-7
Bowling Green                      9-5 14-6
Anthony Wayne                     7-7 9-11
Maumee                             4-10 6-14
Rossford                             2-12 6-14
Springfield                          2-12 4-16

SCORING LEADERS
                                              G PTS AVG
Joe McV icker, Anthony Wayne 19 470 24.7
Chris Poellnitz, Maumee           12 269 22.4
Mike Dhondt, Perrysburg          20 435 21.8
Steve Kyser, Southview            20 406 20.3
Ray Thomas, Southview           20 346 17.3
Kevin Keller, Rossford               20 310 15.5
Bryan Heidtman, Northview      20 282 14.2
Jamar Murchison, Southview   20 278 13.9
Michael Graffin, Bowling Green 20 274 13.7
Dee Alexander, Springfield       19 257 13.5
Tyler Winkleman, Perrysburg    20 261 13.1
Ryan Hoehner, Bowling Green  20 245 12.3
Cody Shoemaker, Northview    20 244 12.2
Jimmy Green, Bowling Green   20 227 11.4
Andrew Vroman, BG                  15 164 10.9
Fletcher Noble, Springfield       19 200 10.5
Andy Dybala, Maumee              20 186 9.4
Eric Bayus, Anthony Wayne      19 150 7.9

REBOUNDING LEADERS
                                              G RBS AVG
Ray Thomas, Southview           20 185 9.3
Joe McV icker, Anthony Wayne 19 164 8.6
Andy Dybala, Maumee              20 169 8.5
Steve Kyser, Southview            20 144 7.2
Cody Shoemaker, Northview    20 150 7.5
Tyler Winkleman, Perrysburg    20 131 6.6
Joe Caig, Perrysburg                20 124 6.2
Michael Graffin, Bowling Green 20 118 5.9
Kevin Keller, Rossford               20 117 5.9
Andrew Vroman, BG                  15 85 5.7
Ryan Hoehner, Bowling Green  20 108 5.4
Taylor Taube, Springfield          19 102 5.4
Tony Zacharias, AW                  19 90 4.7
Brian Kirby, Anthony Wayne     18 81 4.5

SLL
                                      League Overall
Woodmore                          13-1 17-3
Eastwood                           11-3 14-6
Otsego                                10-4 13-7
Elmwood                              7-7 11-9
Genoa                                   7-7 9-11
Gibsonburg                           6-8 8-12
Lake                                   2-12 5-15
Lakota                                0-12 2-18

SCORING LEADERS
                                              G PTS AVG
Tyler Rosenberger, Woodmore 20 374 18.7
Damien Montelongo, Otsego    20 373 18.7
Kevin Leady, Eastwood             20 337 16.9
Zach Diekman, Genoa              19 297 15.6
Wes Blank, Lake                        20 304 15.2
Jordan Murphy, Otsego            20 271 13.6
Adam Edens, Genoa                 20 257 12.9
Casey Donald, Otsego              20 254 12.7
Tyler Steedman, Lake                20 249 12.5
Brandon Snyder, Eastwood      20 248 12.4
Brian Perkins, Woodmore         20 243 12.2
Drew Williamson, Gibsonburg  19 219 11.5
Bryan Chaney, Lakota               19 197 10.4
Adam Blachuta, Elmwood        20 201 10.1
Kyle Rhoad, Elmwood               20 198 9.9
Marcus Ahle, Gibsonburg         19 186 9.8
Travis Farabee, Elmwood         20 198 9.4
Chad Zellin, Otsego                  20 183 9.2
David Bowen, Woodmore         19 170 8.9
Nathan Kirwen, Gibsonburg     19 169 8.9
Rocky Garcia, Lake                   20 177 8.9
Zach Alt, Genoa                         20 171 8.6

REBOUNDING LEADERS
                                              G RBS AVG
Zach Diekman, Genoa              19 205 10.8
Tyler Steedman, Lake                20 181 9.1
Jordan Murphy, Otsego            20 172 8.6
Brandon Snyder, Eastwood      20 134 6.7
Marcus Ahle, Gibsonburg         19 119 6.3
Adam Blachuta, Elmwood        20 124 6.2
Tyler Rosenberger, Woodmore 19 118 6.2
Andrew Hoffman, Lakota          19 116 6.1
Adam Edens, Genoa                 20 114 5.7
Andy Shaffer, Elmwood             20 101 5.6
Jake Speck, Eastwood             20 111 5.6
Kevin Leady, Eastwood             20 101 5.1
Dustin Reynolds, Elmwood       20 100 5.0
Derek Schlea, Woodmore         19 90 4.7
Brian Perkins, Woodmore         19 85 4.5
Brent Er nsthausen, Gib.            19 84 4.4
Nathan Kirwen, Gibsonburg     19 84 4.4

NWOAL
                                      League Overall
Archbold                               8-0 17-3
Wauseon                               7-1 18-2
Patrick Henry                        6-2 14-6
Liberty Center                      5-3 11-9
Bryan                                    4-4 10-9
Evergreen                             2-6 11-9
Delta                                     2-6 4-16
Montpelier                            2-6 4-16
Swanton                               0-8 0-20

SCORING LEADERS
                                              G PTS AVG
Chris Carpenter, Bryan              18 384 21.3
Dan Borcherdt, Archbold          20 359 18.0
Trent Meyer, Pat. Henry             20 350 17.5
Jake Reckner, Wauseon            19 275 17.1
Clint Russell, Delta                    20 316 15.8
Zach Weagley, Swanton           19 252 13.3
Matt Brown, Evergreen             20 252 12.6
Joel Ruffer, Archbold                 20 234 11.7
Brian Babcock, Lib. Center       19 214 11.3
Josh Williams, Delta                  20 223 11.2
Logan Haake, Pat. Henry          20 223 11.2

Nick Langenderfer, Evergreen  20 209 10.5
Kyle Storrer, Wauseon               20 204 10.2
Mike Pratt, Archbold                 20 201 10.1
DJ Selgo, Archbold                   15 150 10.0
Justin Bostelman, Pat. Henry   20 180 9.5
Brock Gibson, Wauseon           20 188 9.4
A.J. Hephner, Montpelier          20 187 9.4

REBOUNDING LEADERS
                                              G RBS AVG
AJ Hephner, Montpelier            20 210 10.5
Ben Gunn, Wauseon                 20 195 9.8
Chris Carpenter, Bryan              18 158 8.8
Joel Ruffer, Archbold                 20 166 8.3
Marcus Baun, Delta                   19 140 7.4
Ryan Buell, Bryan                      20 136 6.8
Brock Gibson, Wauseon           20 120 6.0
Clint Russell, Delta                    20 109 5.5
Matt Brown, Evergreen             20 110 5.5

TAAC
                                      League Overall
Ottawa Hills                        11-1 18-2
Danbury                              10-2 17-3
Cardinal Stritch                    8-4 13-7
Toledo Christian                   6-6 11-9
Maumee Valley                     3-9 8-12
Emmanuel Baptist                3-9 5-15
Northwood                          1-11 2-18

SCORING LEADERS
                                              G PTS AVG
Jake Fanning, Danbury             20 439 22.0
Craig Choka, Maumee Valley    19 416 21.9
Andrew Boggs, Tol. Christian   19 378 19.9
Chris Wilson, Ottawa Hills         20 394 19.7
Scott Nietz, Emmanuel Bap.     20 373 18.7
Delence Sheares, Maum. Val.   19 332 17.5
Matt Boggs, Tol. Christian        19 236 12.4
Steve Sparks, Emmanuel Bap. 10 123 12.3
A.J. LaCourse, Cardinal Stritch 18 218 12.1
Eric Ludrowsky, Danbury          20 235 11.8
Joe Eccelston, Cardinal Stritch 19 210 11.1
Ross Peters, Northwood           20 196 9.8
Brian Buckey, Ottawa Hills        20 185 9.3
Mike Adams, Northwood          13 120 9.2

REBOUNDING LEADERS
                                              G RBS AVG
Delence Sheares, Maum. Val.   19 238 12.5
Andrew Boggs, Tol. Christian   19 175 9.2
Brian Dunnett, Emmanuel Bap. 20 170 8.5
Chris Wilson, Ottawa Hills         20 169 8.5
Eric Ludrowsky, Danbury          20 154 7.7
Joe Eccelston, Cardinal Stritch 20 141 7.1
Jake Fanning, Danbury             20 138 6.9
Steve Sparks, Emmanuel Bap. 10 66 6.6
Craig Choka, Maumee Valley    19 111 5.8
Chad Rutkowski, Stritch           20 114 5.7
Jarret Ensign, Danbury             20 108 5.4
Ryan Redmann, Ottawa Hills    16 83 5.2
Garrett Petty, Cardinal Stritch   20 102 5.1
Mike Adams, Northwood          13 65 5.0

Sandusky Bay Conference
                                      League Overall
Margaretta                          13-1 17-3
Port Clinton                        12-2 16-4
Sandusky St. Mary                9-5 13-7
Oak Harbor                           7-7 10-10
Clyde                                    6-8 7-13
Sandusky Perkins                 5-9 8-12
Huron                                 3-11 6-14
Edison                                1-13 2-18

Midland Athletic League
                                      League Overall
Tiffin Calvert                         8-2 12-8
Hopewell-Loudon                 7-3 13-7
Fremont St. Joseph              7-3 11-9
North Baltimore                    7-3 11-9
Carey                                    6-4 10-10
Mohawk                                6-4 10-10
New Riegel                           5-5 9-11
Fostoria St. Wendelin           4-6 6-14
Old Fort                                4-6 5-15
Seneca East                          1-9 3-17
Bettsville                            0-10 0-20

Blanchard Valley Conf.
                                      League Overall
Arlington                              9-0 20-0
Liberty-Benton                     8-1 17-2
Van Buren                             6-3 16-4
Pandora-Gilboa                    6-3 8-12
Leipsic                                  5-4 8-12
Hardin Northern                    4-5 12-8
Cory-Rawson                        3-6 10-10
Vanlue                                  2-7 7-13
McComb                               2-7 6-14
Arcadia                                 0-9 1-19

SCORING LEADERS
                                              G PTS AVG
Damien Plaugher, H. Norther n  20 402 20.1
Marty Baird, Van Buren             20 399 19.9
Matt Alexander, Arlington         20 351 17.6
Daniel Dray, Cory Rawson        20 320 16.0
Dan Beach, Arlington                18 287 15.9

REBOUNDING LEADERS
                                              G RBS AVG
Damien Plaugher, H. Norther n  20 270 13.5
Shelton Miller, Vanlue                20 177 8.9
Joe McDaniel, Leipsic               18 150 8.3
Dan Beach, Arlington                18 147 8.2
Matt Alexander, Arlington         20 138 6.9

Green Meadows Conference
                                      League Overall
Antwerp                                6-1 16-4
Holgate                                 6-1 14-6
Wayne Trace                         6-1 10-10
Tinora                                   4-3 11-9
Hicksville                              3-4 10-10
Fairview                                2-5 7-13
Ayersville                              1-6 7-13
Edgerton                              0-7 4-16

Putnam County League
                                      League Overall
Fort Jennings                       6-1 16-4
Ottoville                                6-1 14-6
Continental                           4-3 13-7
Columbus Grove                   3-4 11-9
Kalida                                   3-4 9-11
Miller City                             3-4 9-11
Leipsic                                  3-4 8-12
Pandora-Gilboa                    0-7 8-12

Buckeye Border Conference
                                      League Overall
Pettisville                             9-1 17-3
Edon                                     7-3 13-7
Stryker                                  7-3 11-9
Fayette                                 3-7 7-13
Hilltop                                   3-7 6-14
North Central                        1-9 3-17

Other Northwest Ohio
                                                       Overall
Ottawa-Glandorf                                 19-1
Fostoria                                              17-3
Findlay                                                13-7
Monclova Christian                            12-8
Defiance                                           10-10
Tiffin Columbian                                8-12
Fremont Ross                                    6-14
Bellevue                                             2-18
Napoleon                                            2-18

Tri-County Conference
                                      League Overall
Whitmore Lake                   13-0 17-2
Summerfield                       11-2 14-5
Morenci                                9-4 12-7
Britton-Macon                      7-6 11-8
Whiteford                              4-9 6-13
Adrian Madison                    4-9 5-14
Sand Creek                         3-10 5-14
Deerfield                             1-12 1-18

Lenawee County
Athletic Association

                                      League Overall
Erie Mason                           9-3 14-5
Onsted                                  9-3 13-6
Dundee                                 8-3 13-5
Ida                                        5-6 9-7
Clinton                                  5-7 9-11
Blissfield                              5-7 6-12
Hudson                               0-12 1-19

Other Southeast Michigan
                                                       Overall
Lenawee Christian                             19-0
Bedford                                              15-4
Monroe St. Mary CC                         12-7
Monroe                                               9-10
Adrian                                                 7-12
Monroe Jefferson                              3-15
Tecumseh                                           3-16
Addison                                              0-19

3 repeat as Blade Poll champs
St. John’s, O-G, Archb ol d on top, als o Arlington
By STEVE JUNGA
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

Three teams have repeated as
d i v i s i o n a l  c h a m p i o n s  i n  t h e
final Blade boys basketball poll
for the 2003-04 season, with St.
Jo h n’s  Je s u i t ,  Ot t a w a - Gl a n d o r f
and Archbold again finishing on
top in divisions I, II and III,
respectively.

N o r t h w e s t  O h i o ’ s  l o n e
unbeaten team enter ing boys
t o u r n a m e n t  p l a y  —  2 0 - 0
A r l i n g t o n  —  t o o k  t h e  B l a d e
trophy in Division IV.

St. John’s (16-4) got off to a
modest star t under 25th-year
coach Ed Heintschel, first losing
s t a n d o u t  6 - 7  j u n i o r  f o r w a r d
Zach Hillesland for 10 games to
a knee injur y, then dropping a
City League contest to Libbey
before losing three out-of-town
games.

But the Titans closed the reg-
ular season with eight straight
victor ies, including a 50-42 win
over Libbey in the CL cham-
pionship game, and took their
third straight Blade title a notch
ahead of the 14-6 Cowboys.

In Division II, veteran coach
Dave Sweet’s Ottawa-Glandor f
Titans (19-1) won a fifth straight
Wester n Buckeye League title
and also captured their four th
Blade Poll trophy in a row. O-G
also closed the regular seasons
of 2001 and 2002 at 19-1, and
ended 17-3 last year.

Ottawa-Glandor f was ranked
No. 3 in the final Associated
Press state D-II poll. Nor ther n
Ohio League champion Fostor ia
(17-3) finished No. 2. in the
Blade Poll and No. 10 in the
state poll.

A r c h b o l d  ( 1 7 - 3 )  w o n  i t s
second straight Nor thwest Ohio
Athletic League championship
u n d e r  2 0 t h - y e a r  c o a c h  D o u g
Krauss. Now, like St. John’s, the
Blue Streaks are hoping for a
second consecutive tr ip to the
state semifinals. O-G fell one
step shor t of the state’s final
four the past two years, losing
each time in the D-II regional
fi n a l  a t  S a v a g e  H a l l  a g a i n s t
LeBron James’ Akron St. V in-
cent-St. Mar y squad.

Archbold edged 2001 Blade
D - I I I  c h a m p  a n d  B l a n c h a r d
Va l l e y  C o n f e r e n c e  r u n n e r - u p
L i b e r t y- Be n t o n  ( 1 7 - 2 )  f o r  t h e
trophy, although L-B was rated
No. 7 in the state and Archbold
No. 12. Suburban Lakes League
c h a m p i o n  Wo o d m o r e  ( 1 7 - 3 ) ,
the 2002 Blade D-III winner,
ended No. 3 this year.

It was Arlington that nosed
out Liber ty-Benton for the BVC
title, thanks to a 37-33 home
win over the Eagles back on Jan.
16, and the Red Devils of sixth-
y e a r  c o a c h  Ja s o n  Ve r m i l l i o n
made it a clean sweep of poll
titles by also taking the AP’s
Di v i s i o n  I V  s t a t e  p o l l  c h a m -
pionship.

T h e  D e v i l s  f o l l ow  a n o t h e r
unbeaten, Tiffin Calver t (20-0
l a s t  s e a s o n ) ,  a s  t h e  B l a d e’s
s m a l l - s c h o o l  c h a m p.  R e p e a t
Toledo Area Athletic Conference
champion Ottawa Hills (18-2)
came in at No. 2 in the final
poll.

Star t defender Lisa
Hichman, left , tr ies
to put the clamps
on Nor thview ’s Er in
Wade. The W ildcats
put the game away
with a 13-0 spur t to
end the second
quar ter, outscor ing
the Spar tans 23-9
in the per iod.

THE BLADE/JETTA FRASER

Northview
Continued from Page 1

said. “ Thank goodness we had
that [13-0] spur t at the end of
the half because we needed that
spur t to pull away from them a
little bit.”

Smith produced a game-high
19 points — including eight in
t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  a s
Nor thview outscored Star t 23-9
to take a 36-22 halftime lead.

More significantly, Smith gen-
e r a l l y  t o o k  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e
offense by either creating her
own scor ing oppor tunities or by
setting up others. Her most sig-

nificant play of the game took
place dur ing the final 10 sec-
onds of the half.

Smith rebounded a Star t miss
a n d  d r i b b l e d  u p  t h e  c o u r t
before flipping a pass to Julia
Dempster, who scored and was
fouled as the buzzer sounded.
Dempster made the foul shot to
g i ve  t h e  Wi l d c a t s  a  1 4 - p o i n t
halftime cushion.

The Wildcats held a double-
digit lead the rest of the game.

“ I  t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  a  t o t a l
momentum change for us,” said
Smith, referr ing to the final play
of the first half. “ We gained
confidence and our crowd got
into it. Ever yone was on their
feet.

“ T h a t  w a s  a  h u g e  t u r n i n g
point in the ballgame.”

And Smith, who is headed to
Indiana University in the fall,
was huge most of the night for
Nor thview.

“ T h e  l a s t  c o u p l e  o f  we e k s
she’s really come on strong for
us,” said Sigler of Smith, one of
six seniors on the Nor thview
roster. “She’s really playing well
and stepping up.”

A m s t u t z  fi n i s h e d  w i t h  1 6
p o i n t s ,  i n c l u d i n g  1 0  i n  t h e
second half, while Niki McCoy
added 15 points for Nor thview.

G u a r d  D o m i n i q u e  E r v i n
p a c e d  t h e  S p a r t a n s  w i t h  a
t e a m - h i g h  1 5  p o i n t s  w h i l e
Dominique Hibbler added 13

and V icki Brown finished with
nine.

S t a r t  c o a c h  L o r i e  P i e t r a s z
wasn’t pleased about the defeat,
but she was proud of how the
S p a r t a n s  ( 1 5 - 5 )  d i d n’t  b a c k
d o w n :  “ T h e y  f a r  e x c e e d e d
e v e r y b o d y ’s  e x p e c t a t i o n s  t h i s
ye a r  a n d  I ’m  v e r y  p ro u d  o f
them,” Pietrasz said.

S m i t h  c r e d i t e d  S t a r t  f o r
making the Wildcats work to
win.

“ Their athleticism forced us
t o  p l a y  a  h a l f - c o u r t  g a m e
instead of our usual up-and-
down game,” she said. “I think
this game really helped us to
prepare for down the road.”
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Boys basketball

THE BLADE/ANDY MORRISON

Bowsher’s Jazlyn Davis, dr iving against Central’s Lisa Scott ,
scored 33 points and grabbed nine rebounds. She also scored
what proved to be the game-winning points.

Blade boys
basketball poll

DIVISION I
1. St. John’s (1) ......................... 16-4
2. Libbey (2) ............................... 14-6
3. Southview (3) ......................... 17-3
4. Scott (4) ................................. 13-6
5. Perrysburg (5) ........................ 14-6

DIVISION II
1. Ottawa-Glandorf (1) .............. 19-1
2. Fostoria (2) ............................. 17-3
3. Wauseon (4) ........................... 18-2
4. Port Clinton (3) ...................... 16-4
5. Eastwood (5) .......................... 14-6

DIVISION III
1. Archbold (1) ........................... 17-3
2. Liberty-Benton (2) ................. 17-2
3. Woodmore (3) ........................ 17-3
4. Patrick Henry (4) ................... 14-6
5. Otsego (5) .............................. 13-7

DIVISION IV
1. Arlington (1) ........................... 20-0
2. Ottawa Hills (3) ..................... 18-2
3. Pettisville (2) .......................... 17-3
4. Van Buren (4) ........................ 16-4
5. Danbury (5) ............................ 17-3

Last week’s ranking in paren-
theses. The poll ranks the top
teams in an 11-county circula-
tion area: Defiance, Fulton, Han-
cock,  Henry,  Lucas,  Ottawa,
Putnam, Sandusky, Seneca, Wil-
liams and Wood. Also included
are Hardin Northern from Hardin
County and Carey and Mohawk
from Wyandot County.


