
ANN ARBOR — Thanksgiving 
is one of the most anticipated 
days of the year for most, a day 
to return home and spend time 
with family after a year-long 
slate of hard work.

For Michigan linebacker 
Shawn Crable and the rest of 
the Wolverines who had to re-
turn home to Ohio the last three 
years after losing to the Buck-
eyes, though, the holidays must 
have been rough.

Crable, a native of Massil-
lon, made just one solo tackle 
in the 42-39 loss at Ohio State 
last year.

“You’re playing against guys 
you played against in high 
school,” senior safety Jamar 
Adams said of Crable. “Then 
you go home to that same at-
mosphere. I know he wants to 
win that game.

“You don’t want to lose to 
everybody and hear back about 
how you should have went to 
Ohio State.”

Adams, an outsider in the 
rivalry growing up in Charlotte, 
said even his family has had 
a diffi cult time the past three 
years with the Wolverines’ los-
ing streak to their rivals. 

“Any time you lose a ball 
game, sometimes your family 
doesn’t know how to deal with 
it,” Adams said. “They don’t 
know whether to talk about it or 
leave the issue alone. I’m more 
the guy that likes to leave the 
issue alone, so any family mem-
bers that want to talk about it, 
they have a hard time dealing 
with me.”

LONG vs. GHOLSTON: It’s not 
Ali vs. Frazier, but Ohio State 
defensive end Vernon Gholston 
going head to head with Michi-
gan left tackle Jake Long should 
be one of the marquee position 
battles this year in the rivalry.

Gholston is tied for third in 
the Big Ten with 10 sacks and 
leads Ohio State with 10.5 tack-
les for a loss.

Long was named the Big Ten 
offensive lineman of the year in 
2006 and this season is a fi nalist 
for the Rotary Lombardi Award, 
given to the nation’s best line-
man each year.

“Vernon Gholston is a great 
end, one of the best ends in the 
league, if not the best,” Long 
said. 

“He’s a strong, physical, and a 
fast guy.”

STOPPING BEANIE: Michi-
gan has seen its fair share of 
great Ohio State running backs 
recently, and this year will be no 
different.

Chris “Beanie” Wells is av-
eraging 112.8 yards per game 

this season and is third in the 
conference with 1,241 rushing 
yards.

“He’s a big, physical back,” se-
nior defensive tackle Will John-
son said. “He’s running behind 
a big line. He’s got great feet, 
great vision. He knows when to 
cut back.”

The Wolverines’ run defense 
has allowed an average of 211.5 
yards per game on the ground 
in the last two weeks, so stop-
ping Wells will be a point of 
emphasis.

“Any time you have a great 
running back like that, it’s up 
to everybody on the defense to 
stop him,” senior safety Bran-
dent Englemon said. “You have 
to get 11 guys to the ball, hitting 
him every play, every chance we 
get.”

“D” UP: If Michigan is forced 
to go without quarterback Chad 
Henne or running back Mike 
Hart for portions of today’s 
game, Adams said the defense 
said it is prepared to shoulder 
the burden of keeping the Wol-
verines in the game.

“Here at Michigan, we believe 
defense wins championships 
regardless of what the offensive 
situation is,” Adams said. 

“We always want to go out 
there and play a game that al-
lows Michigan to win the foot-
ball game. As long as we hold 
them to less points than we 
have a chance to win the game, 
and that’s the only thing we fo-
cus on.”  

— Zach Silka

By ZACH SILKA
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

ANN ARBOR — As it has been for 
years in the Michigan-Ohio State ri-
valry, the legacy of a player or coach 
is most often determined by his con-
tribution to the Border War.

Despite winning a national cham-
pionship in 1997, Michigan coach 
Lloyd Carr’s 1-5 record against Jim 
Tressel and the Buckeyes has tar-
nished his image to some degree and 
fueled speculation this will be his last 
season with the Wolverines.

In the same way, the senior trio 
of Chad Henne, Mike Hart, and Jake 
Long will be judged, fairly or unfairly, 
on their inability to beat the Buckeyes 
if they don’t get a victory today.

Hart and Long — now senior co-
captains — along with Henne made 
their presence felt at Michigan from 
the get-go.

All three started as freshmen, but 
their combined 0-6 record against 
Ohio State and in bowl games has 
left them with a bitter taste in their 
mouths.

Bitter enough in fact that all three 
decided to return to Michigan for 
their senior seasons, postponing a 
pay date of millions of dollars in the 
NFL.

“How can I go down as one of the 
best running backs in Michigan his-
tory if I haven’t beaten Ohio State?” 
Hart said at the Big Ten media day in 
August.

“You just can’t do that. You have 

to beat Ohio State. You have to win 
a bowl game. The whole offseason, 
that’s what we pushed for.”

Even with an 0-2 start to the sea-
son, Long said he has not had any 
regrets about returning for his senior 
year with the Wolverines.

Long was named the Big Ten of-
fensive lineman of the year in 2006, 
ahead of top-fi ve NFL draft picks Joe 
Thomas of Wisconsin and Levi Brown 
of Penn State, meaning he would have 
likely had the most to gain fi nancially 
by turning pro after last season.

“I don’t feel like I have to validate 
my decision for coming back,” Long 
said. “That was my decision, and I felt 
like I made the right one.

“I really don’t think of it that way. 
I’m sure I will once I’m done playing 
here, but right now I don’t care what 
happened in the past, and I don’t care 
what my record is against them. I just 
want to go out and focus on this game 
and win this game.”

The three losses the trio has en-
dured haven’t been from a lack of ef-
fort or solid play against their rivals to 

the south, however.
Henne performed superbly last 

season, completing 21 of 35 passes 
for 267 passing yards and two touch-
downs. In three contests against the 
Buckeyes, the senior quarterback has 
a 58.4 completion percentage and 
has thrown for fi ve touchdowns.

Hart matched a career-high with 
three rushing touchdowns against 
the No. 1-ranked Buckeyes last sea-
son in Columbus and ran for 142 
yards on 23 carries.

Illustrating how much this game 
means to him, Hart told Mitch Albom 
of the Detroit Free Press last week, 
“I’d rather lose to Appalachian State 
than lose to Ohio State.”

While the spotlight shines directly 
on the big three, everyone in the 
senior class would take it as a severe 
disappointment not beating Ohio 
State in their four years at Michigan.

Only the fi fth-year seniors in the 
class have been able to taste even a 
drip of success against their arch-
nemesis when they were merely 
redshirts on the squad that defeated 
Ohio State 35-21 at the Big House in 
2003.

“Like I said, any time you have a ri-
valry, and you haven’t won in a couple 
of years, you get tired of hearing, ‘Oh, 
they can’t beat Ohio State or they 
can’t win this game,’ ” senior safety 
Brandent Englemon said.

“It’s getting old.”
Contact Zach Silka at: 
zsilka@theblade.com.
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* Plus tax, title & license, 10,500 mi./yr., 20¢ excess mileage. Due at signing: $1998 Chrysler employee lessees & family members; $3998 for everyone. * Select one gift courtesy of Durocher TV & Appliance.* Select one gift courtesy of Durocher TV & Appliance.
www.monroedodge.com

15160 S. Monroe St. • Monroe, MI
1-800-542-4735

2008 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee 4wd Laredo

$$208208 36
mos.*

LEASE 
FOR

MSRP $31,086

NEW 2007 
Chrysler Pacifi ca

$$18,99818,998
EVERYONEEP-PLAN 

$17,997
EC-PLAN 
$18,197

MSRP $24,920

All New 2008 Chrysler 
Sebring Convertible

$$248248 36
mos.*

LEASE 
FOR

MSRP $26,740

NEW 2007 Dodge
Grand Caravan SXT

$$22,88622,886
EP-PLAN 
$20,973
EC-PLAN 
$21,173

Save up to 
$9,000

NEW 2008 Dodge 
Grand Caravan SE

$$19,99819,998
EVERYONEEP-PLAN 

$18,986
EC-PLAN 
$19,186

New 2007 Chrysler 
Crossfi re Coupe

Everyone Saves $11,000

MSRP $22,470

MSRP $31,368

New 2008 Jeep Wrangler 
4wd 4 Door Unlimited

EP-Plan
22,694

$$23,98623,986
EVERYONE

2008 Jeep
 Commander 4wd

$$228228 36
mos.*

LEASE 
FOR

MSRP $32,150

70
available

27 mo.
Lease*

MSRP $23,423

27 mo.
Lease*

MSRP $35,350

27 mo.
Lease*

MSRP $25,270

2008 Dodge Ram 
1500 4WD Quad Cab

2008 Jeep Liberty 4WD2008 Chrysler 300

$$199199$$199199$$228228
www.monroedodge.com

15160 S. Monroe St. • Monroe, MI
1-800-542-4735

No
  Charge
Gifts –   

Choose from 
a TV, DVD or 

Appliance 
w/purchase 
or lease of a 
new or used 

vehicle.*

  Quick Credit Approval  Quick Credit Approval
 Home of the  Home of the 30 second30 second  Credit ApprovalCredit Approval

• Plows • Dumps • Stakes 
• Sprinters • Tow Trucks

OWN 
FOR 

$20,368

LEASE FOR
$$299299 27

mos.*

For a sure
catch enjoy
Sonny Berry’s

419-698-8106419-698-8106

BAYSHORE
Supper Club

5307 Bayshore Rd.

Open for BREAKFAST
Lunch Specials

Complete Bar Service
Dinner Specials

Lake Erie Whole Pickerel
and Perch Dinners

Broiled Fish Available
STEAKS • SEAFOOD • SHRIMP
Famous

MON. THRU SAT. 8AM TO 10PM
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OHIO STATE BUCKEYES
Michigan leads series 57-40-6
Year: Winner, score, site
1897: UM 36-0 in Ann Arbor
1900: Tie 0-0 in Ann Arbor
1901: UM 21-0 in Columbus
1902: UM 86-0 in Columbus
1903: UM 36-0 in Ann Arbor
1904: UM 31-6 in Columbus
1905: UM 40-0 in Ann Arbor
1906: UM 6-0 in Columbus
1907: UM 22-0 in Ann Arbor
1908: UM 10-6 in Columbus
1909: UM 33-6 in Ann Arbor
1910: Tie 3-3 in Columbus
1911: UM 19-0 in Ann Arbor
1912: UM 14-0 in Columbus
1918: UM 14-0 in Columbus
1919: OSU 13-3 in Ann Arbor
1920: OSU 14-7 in Columbus
1921: OSU 14-0 in Ann Arbor
1922: UM 19-0 in Columbus
1923: UM 23-0 in Ann Arbor
1924: UM 16-6 in Columbus
1925: UM 10-0 in Ann Arbor
1926: UM 17-16 in Columbus
1927: UM 21-0 in Ann Arbor
1928: OSU 19-7 in Columbus
1929: OSU 7-0 in Ann Arbor
1930: UM 13-0 in Columbus
1931: OSU 20-7 in Ann Arbor
1932: UM 14-0 in Columbus
1933: UM 13-0 in Ann Arbor
1934: OSU 34-0 in Columbus
1935: OSU 38-0 in Ann Arbor
1936: OSU 21-0 in Columbus
1937: OSU 21-0 in Ann Arbor
1938: UM 18-0 in Columbus
1939: UM 21-14 in Ann Arbor
1940: UM 40-0 in Columbus
1941: Tie 20-20 in Ann Arbor
1942: OSU 21-7 in Columbus
1943: UM 45-7 in Ann Arbor
1944: OSU 18-14 in Columbus
1945: UM 7-3 in Ann Arbor
1946: UM 58-6 in Columbus
1947: UM 21-0 in Ann Arbor
1948: UM 13-3 in Columbus
1949: Tie 7-7 in Ann Arbor
1950: UM 9-3 in Columbus
1951: UM 7-0 in Ann Arbor
1952: OSU 27-7 in Columbus
1953: UM 20-0 in Ann Arbor
1954: OSU 21-7 in Columbus
1955: OSU 17-0 in Ann Arbor
1956: UM 19-0 in Columbus
1957: OSU 31-14 in Ann Arbor
1958: OSU 20-14 in Columbus
1959: UM 23-14 in Ann Arbor
1960: OSU 7-0 in Columbus
1961: OSU 50-20 in Ann Arbor
1962: OSU 28-0 in Columbus
1963: OSU 14-10 in Ann Arbor
1964: UM 10-0 in Columbus
1965: OSU 9-7 in Ann Arbor
1966: UM 17-3 in Columbus
1967: OSU 24-14 in Ann Arbor
1968: OSU 50-14 in Columbus
1969: UM 24-12 in Ann Arbor
1970: OSU 20-9 in Columbus
1971: UM 10-7 in Ann Arbor
1972: OSU 14-11 in Columbus
1973: Tie 10-10 in Ann Arbor
1974: OSU 12-10 in Columbus
1975: OSU 21-14 in Ann Arbor
1976: UM 22-0 in Columbus
1977: UM 14-6 in Ann Arbor
1978: UM 14-3 in Columbus
1979: OSU 18-15 in Ann Arbor
1980: UM 9-3 in Columbus
1981: OSU 14-9 in Ann Arbor
1982: OSU 24-14 in Columbus
1983: UM 24-21 in Ann Arbor
1984: OSU 21-6 in Columbus
1985: UM 27-17 in Ann Arbor
1986: UM 26-24 in Columbus
1987: OSU 23-20 in Ann Arbor
1988: UM 34-31 in Columbus
1989: UM 28-18 in Ann Arbor
1990: UM 16-13 in Columbus
1991: UM 31-3 in Ann Arbor
1992: Tie 13-13 in Columbus
1993: UM 28-0 in Ann Arbor
1994: OSU 22-6 in Columbus
1995: UM 31-23 in Ann Arbor
1996: UM 13-9 in Columbus
1997: UM 20-14 in Ann Arbor
1998: OSU 31-16 in Columbus
1999: UM 24-17 in Ann Arbor
2000: UM 38-26 in Columbus
2001: OSU 26-20 in Ann Arbor
2002: OSU 14-9 in Columbus
2003: UM 35-21 in Ann Arbor
2004: OSU 37-21 in Columbus
2005: OSU 25-21 in Ann Arbor
2006: OSU 42-39 in Columbus

RIVALRY FACTS
t Since 1951 (Woody Hayes’ fi rst 
season), OSU leads series 28-26-2
t At Columbus: UM leads 27-22-2
t At Ann Arbor: UM leads 30-18-4
t OSU coach with most wins
vs. UM: Woody Hayes (16)
t UM coach with most wins
vs. OSU: Fielding Yost (16)

THE Game,

MICHIGAN WOLVERINES
 THE Series

A BUCKEYE NUT
Jim Shumaker, 75,  of Fostoria and his dog, Chico, are surrounded in his basement by Ohio State furniture, carpet and memorabilia.

THE BLADE/JEREMY WADSWORTH

Every part of Fostoria man’s basement dedicated to OSU
By MATT MARKEY
BLADE SPORTS WRITER

FOSTORIA — Chico thinks all of the world 
is covered in scarlet and gray. That’s all this
7-year-old Chihuahua has ever known.

As he bounces around on gray carpet, and 
jumps up on a scarlet sofa, Chico wears a 
fancy necklace made of real buckeyes, with 
scarlet and gray beads.

Chico’s owner, Jim Shumaker, is one Ohio 
State fan who is not ashamed to admit he is 
a little bit nutty when it comes to the Buck-
eyes.

“My dad was just a diehard Ohio State fan, 
so I guess I picked it up from him, and I’ve 
just always loved the Buckeyes,” the 75-year-
old retiree said. 

One entire fl oor of Shumaker’s home on 
a quiet, dead-end street near Fostoria Com-
munity Hospital is all Ohio State — walls, 
ceiling and fl oor — including every decora-
tion and detail. 

The white paneling is dotted with hun-
dreds of bright red Ohio State logos, each 
painstakingly cut out and glued onto the wall 
covering. There’s an 18-foot long scarlet foot-
ball throw rug, complete with laces, that lies 
in the middle of the main entertaining area. 
An eight-foot round scarlet basketball rug 
lies beneath the dining table and chairs. 

The ceiling bulkhead is cushioned with 
scarlet and gray carpet tiles, and two over-
stuffed recliners in the middle of the room 
are upholstered in Ohio State colors and wear 
large OSU logos. Tiny scarlet and gray lights 
are strung along the staircase and across the 
walls. A gray football helmet, complete with 
buckeye leaf stickers like those that dress the 
game helmets of the team, serves as a shade 
for the lamp hanging over the dining table.

“When I started to remodel a few years 
back, I wanted to give it a theme,” Shumaker 

said. “And with the whole family being Ohio 
State fans, what better theme could I come 
up with than Ohio State.”

Shumaker has a table lamp that plays 
“Carmen, Ohio” when the switch is turned 
on, and a neon light on the wall that is the 
outline of an Ohio State helmet. A large 
digital Ohio State scoreboard hangs near the 
fi replace, but instead of the score, it displays 
the time, temperature and the date.

An Ohio State fi replace screen protects the 
hearth, and a lamp near the end of the sofa 
has a detailed image of Ohio Stadium on its 
shade. There are pictures of Buckeyes players 
and coaches covering the walls, all wrapped 
in scarlet and gray frames that Shumaker 
painted to match the motif.

“I never intended [for it] to get this carried 
away, but things just kind of happen,” said 
Shumaker, the former manager of automa-
tion and design for a large manufacturing 
plant here that makes Autolite spark plugs. 
It was known as Allied-Signal Corporation at 
the time of Shumaker’s retirement in 1986.

A second scarlet and gray dinette set has 
Ohio State place mats at each setting, and an 
Ohio State napkin holder in the center of the 
table. That item is custom-made, like many 
of the smaller knickknacks and decorations.

“A good share of these trinkets people gave 
to me, and whatever I couldn’t fi nd in Ohio 
State colors, I just made,” Shumaker said. 
“Once people see the place, just about every-
body sends me something or picks up some-
thing Ohio State for me. Every Christmas, I 
get bombarded with Ohio State things.”

The signed picture of Ohio State’s two-time 
Heisman Trophy winner Archie Griffi n came 
from a woman who attends church with 
Shumaker. A football autographed by current 
Ohio State coach Jim Tressel was the gift from 
a friend who works at the barbershop where 

Tressel gets his hair cut. A massive slice of 
redwood adorned with a clock and a big Ohio 
State logo dominates one wall, and it came 
from a nephew in California.

“Just when you think there can’t possibly 
be anything more in Ohio State colors or lo-
gos, somebody sends me something, or just 
shows up here with a new item,” Shumaker 
said. “I’m starting to believe they make ev-
erything you need in an Ohio State pattern.”

One of Shumaker’s newest and most prized 
Ohio State items is hidden inside the jukebox 
next to the staircase. It is a rare 45 rpm vinyl 
recording of the Ohio State fi ght song, an 
oddity that Shumaker found on eBay for 
$2.95.

“And it came out of Michigan, of all plac-
es,” he said.

While on walks through nearby Fountain 
Cemetery, Shumaker collects the fruit of 
several buckeye trees. In his basement shop, 
he drills tiny holes through each buckeye, 
and fashions necklaces with scarlet and gray 
beads in between the buckeyes.

“I think I’ve made over 500 of them, and I 
gave them all away,” he said.

Shumaker has a 50-inch television for 
watching the Ohio State games, and each 
Saturday he makes a stout pot of chili for 
the main course, and homemade ice cream 
for dessert. He usually invites about eight 
friends and family over, and their scarlet and 
gray attire just adds to the theme.

“I don’t want any more people here than 
that, because I want to be able to watch the 
game,” Shumaker said.

And seated on Shumaker’s lap, with a 
custom-sized buckeye necklace of his own, 
Chico wants to watch the game, too.

Contact Matt Markey at:
mmarkey@theblade.com

or 419-724-6510.

ONE LAST TRY
Jake Long, left, Chad Henne, center, and Mike Hart each had a chance to leave for the NFL after their junior sea-
sons, but they are each missing one big item on their resumes — a victory against Ohio State.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Henne, Hart, Long look for first win in series

‘How can I go down as one 
of the best running backs 

in Michigan history, if I 
haven’t beaten Ohio State.’UM’s Mike Hart

 BUCKEYES BUCKEYES  WOLVERINES WOLVERINES

OSU faces hit
from pro draft
ASSOCIATED PRESS

COLUMBUS — After losing three players 
early to the NFL draft each of the last two 
years, Ohio State may be about to take another 
big hit.

Three juniors, all on defense, are currently 
listed by several draft experts as being fi rst-
round picks next spring.

Only one of the three didn’t waver this week 
during preparations for Michigan when asked 
if he were contemplating making himself avail-
able for the draft. Cornerback Malcolm Jenkins 
said he was defi nitely staying.

“I love Ohio State,” he said. “I’ll be here for 
a while.” 

But even that was said in a dismissive way, 
batting away the question like he might a Chad 
Henne pass.

Neither of the other two says they’re even 
thinking about the decision yet. They say they 
are focusing all their energies on the seventh-
ranked Buckeyes’ game today against the No. 
23 Wolverines.

“It’s up in the air, really,” defensive end Ver-
non Gholston said. “This is my junior season. I 
have another season. I could come back next 
year, I could not. For the most part, it’s just fo-
cusing on this Michigan game right here.” 

All-American linebacker James Laurinaitis 
said earlier this season there was no ques-
tion that he would return for his fi nal year of 
eligibility. He stopped short of saying that on 
Monday.

“I haven’t thought about that at all,” he said. 
“That’s something that I’m not going to think 
about during the season. It’s just nothing but 
a distraction and all I can do is focus on what I 
can do against Michigan.” 

Should he come out, Laurinaitis is ranked 
among the top defenders in the draft, with 
most experts pegging him as the top line-
backer. Almost the same thing could be said 
for Jenkins and Gholston at their positions. 

The current Buckeyes are a relatively young 
team and will graduate only two senior start-
ers on offense (right tackle Kirk Barton and 
fullback Dionte Johnson) and one on defense 
(linebacker Larry Grant).

Few players ever announce their plans be-
fore the end of the regular season. Sometimes 
wins and losses infl uence their decision. 

Thanksgiving rough
for losers of big game

WOLVERINES NOTEBOOK

OFFENSE
LT 75 ALEX BOONE 6-8 313 Jr.
 73 Josh Kerr  6-5 276 Fr.
LG 71 STEVE REHRING 6-8 345 Jr.
 78 Dan Dye 6-3 277 Sr.
C 64 JIM CORDLE 6-4 302 So.
 66 Andrew Moses 6-3 272 So.
RG 63 BEN PERSON 6-4 321 Jr.
 77 Connor Smith 6-5 317 Fr.
RT 74 KIRK BARTON 6-6 300 Sr.
 70 Bryant Browning 6-4 311 Fr.
TE 88 RORY NICOL 6-5 250 Jr.
 86 JAKE BALLARD 6-7 255 So.
 87 Brandon Smith 6-3 240 Jr.
WR 80 BRIAN ROBISKIE 6-3 196 Jr.
 12 Dane Sanzenbacher 5-11 178 Fr.
QB 17 TODD BOECKMAN 6-5 243 Jr.
 11 Robby Schoenhoft 6-6 244 So.
TB 28 CHRIS WELLS 6-1 235 So.
 34 MAURICE WELLS 5-10 195 Jr.
 3 Brandon Saine 6-1 220 Fr.
FB 49 DIONTE JOHNSON 6-0 242 Sr.
 16 Trever Robinson 6-0 225 Sr.
 42 Tyler Whaley 6-1 265 Sr.
WR 9 BRIAN HARTLINE 6-3 180 So.
 4 Ray Small 6-0 182 So.

DEFENSE
DE 9 ROB ROSE 6-5 294 So.
 97 CAMERON HEYWARD 6-6 282 Fr.
DT 84 DOUG WORTHINGTON 6-7 271 So.
 93 NADER ABDALLAH 6-5 297 Jr.
DT 92 TODD DENLINGER 6-3 286 So.

72  DEXTER LARIMORE 6-3 304 Fr.
DE 50 VERNON GHOLSTON 6-4 264 Jr.
 78 Alex Barrow 6-5 275 Jr.
WLB 1 MARCUS FREEMAN 6-2 236 Jr.
 36 Brian Rolle 5-11 212 Fr.
MLB 33 JAMES LAURINAITIS 6-3 240 Jr.
 38 Austin Spitler 6-3 234 So.
SLB 6 LARRY GRANT 6-3 226 Sr.
 26 Tyler Moeller 6-1 203 Fr.
CB 2 MALCOLM JENKINS 6-1 208 Jr.
 32 Eugene Clifford 6-2 191 Fr.
 13 Andre Amos 6-1 179 So.
CB 20 DONALD WASHINGTON 6-1 188 So.
 5 Chimdi Chekwa 6-1 185 Fr.
SS 4 KURT COLEMAN 5-11 187 So.
 3 Jamario O’Neal 6-1 199 Jr.
FS 21 ANDERSON RUSSELL 6-0 205 So.
 8 Aaron Gant 6-0 201 So.

SPECIAL TEAMS
PK 85 Ryan Pretorius 5-9 175 Jr.
KO 15 A.J. Trapasso 6-1 224 Jr.
 20 Aaron Pettrey 6-1 193 So.
H 48 Jon Thoma 6-1 199 So.
LS 56 Dimitrios Makridis 6-1 208 Sr.
SS 61 Jackson Haas 6-3 228 Sr.
P 15 A.J. Trapasso 6-1 224 Jr.
 48 Jon Thoma 6-1 199 So.
PR 9 Brian Hartline 6-3 180 So.
 4 Ray Small 6-0 182 So.
KR 4 Ray Small 6-0 182 So.
 34 Maurice Wells 5-10 195 Jr.

OHIO STATE DEPTH CHART
OFFENSE

WR 86 MARIO MANNINGHAM 6-0 178 Jr.
 82 LaTerryal Savoy 6-2 210 Jr.
LT 77 JAKE LONG 6-7 315 Sr.
 79 Perry Dorrestein 6-7 299 So.
LG 65 JUSTIN BOREN 6-3 308 So.
 62 Tim McAvoy 6-5 290 Jr.
 74 Brett Gallimore 6-4 280 Sr.
C 57 ADAM KRAUS 6-6 295 Sr.
 60 David Moosman 6-4 290 Jr.
RG 70 JEREMY CIULLA 6-4 295 Sr.
 73 Alex Mitchell 6-5 324 Sr.
 75 Cory Zirbel 6-5 295 Jr.
RT 52 STEPHEN SCHILLING 6-5 298 So.
 71 Mark Ortmann 6-6 297 Jr.
 79 Perry Dorrestein 6-7 299 So.
TE 85 CARSON BUTLER 6-4 247 Jr.
 42 Chris McLaurin 6-3 232 Jr.
 88 Andre Criswell 6-1 257 Jr.
 80 Martell Webb 6-4 227 Fr.
WR 16 ADRIAN ARRINGTON 6-3 195 Sr.
 21 Junior Hemingway 6-1 202 Fr.
WR 13 GREG MATHEWS 6-3 207 So.
 17 Toney Clemons 6-2 192 Fr.
QB 7 CHAD HENNE 6-2 226 Sr.
 15 Ryan Mallett 6-7 252 Fr.
 12 David Cone 6-6 215 So.
RB 20 MIKE HART 5-9 202 Sr.
 4 Brandon Minor 6-0 212 So.
 23 Carlos Brown 6-0 209 So.
 35 Jim Potempa 5-6 171 Fr.
FB 44 MARK MOUNDROS 6-1 231 So.
 32 Vince Helmuth 6-1 248 Fr.

DEFENSE
DE 90 TIM JAMISON 6-3 266 Sr.
 99 Adam Patterson 6-2 256 So.
DT 67 TERRANCE TAYLOR 6-0 308 Jr.
 95 Renaldo Sagesse 6-4 303 Fr.
DT 97 WILL JOHNSON 6-5 290 Sr.
 94 John Ferrara 6-4 279 So.

DE 55 BRANDON GRAHAM 6-2 270 So.
 92 Greg Banks 6-4 262 So.
SLB 2 SHAWN CRABLE 6-5 243 Sr.
 51 Max Pollock 6-1 218 Sr.
 33 Marell Evans 6-3 224 Fr.
MLB 45 OBI EZEH 6-2 243 So.
 49 John Thompson 6-1 237 Sr.
 54 Austin Panter 6-3 232 Jr.
WLB 37 CHRIS GRAHAM 5-11 225 Sr.
 46 Brandon Logan 6-0 220 Jr.
 8 Jonas Mouton 6-2 235 So.
LCB 14 MORGAN TRENT 6-1 184 Sr.
 27 Brandon Harrison 5-8 193 Jr.
 29 Troy Woolfolk 6-0 174 Fr.
FS 31 BRANDENT ENGLEMON 5-11 206 Sr.
 3 Stevie Brown 6-0 205 So.
SS 22 JAMAR ADAMS 6-2 214 Sr.
 5 Charles Stewart 6-1 203 Sr.
RCB 6 DONOVAN WARREN 6-0 173 Fr.
 35 DougDutch  5-11 199 Sr.
 26 Zion Babb 6-1 180 Fr.

SPECIAL TEAMS
K 84 K.C. Lopata 6-2 226 Sr.
 34 Jason Gingell 5-9 190 Sr.
 43 Bryan Wright 6-1 218 So.
KO 43 Bryan Wright 6-1 218 So.
 84 K.C. Lopata 6-2 226 Sr.
LS 59 Sean Griffi n 6-2 238 Sr.
 63 Brendan Lopez 6-0 244 Fr.
HLD 41 Zoltan Mesko 6-4 242 Jr.
 8 Nick Sheridan 6-1 201 So.
P 41 Zoltan Mesko 6-4 242 Jr.
 39 Ankit Kachhal 6-1 192 Sr.
PR 13 Greg Mathews 6-3 207 So.
 6 Donovan Warren 6-0 173 Fr.
KR 27 Brandon Harrison 5-8 193 Jr.
 21 Junior Hemingway 6-1 202 Fr.
 4 Brandon Minor 6-0 212 So.
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to injuries, but from Ohio State’s perspective, 
the availability of the two four-year starters was 
never in question.

“That goes to the competitors that they 
are,” Ohio State junior defensive end Vernon 
Gholston said. “With their senior leaders, that 
weighs in a lot, as far as how they responded. 
For the most part, the season didn’t go the way 
they wanted it to, but the Ohio State game is left 
for them and that’ll be big.”

When they get down to specifi cs, players from 
both sides pile on. They can’t say enough good 
things about the other side.

“They’re a great team, bottom line,” Michigan 
senior center Adam Kraus said. “They’re fast, 
they can run, and they’re physical. So we’re go-
ing to have to bring our best.”

Ohio State’s Gholston said Hart, Henne and 
wide receiver Mario Manningham give Michi-
gan plenty of options.

“They’ve got big-time players,” Gholston said. 
“That’s what makes their offense go — guys 
making plays.”

But even discussions about particular players 
and possible strategies always seem destined to 
take on some historical reference. Ohio State 
defensive back Malcolm Jenkins said losing to 
Illinois last weekend sends the Buckeyes here 
with a renewed sense of humility.

“We’re not invincible,” Jenkins said. “But I’m 
pretty sure everybody will be locked and loaded, 
and we’ll be ready. Our whole season rides on 
this game.”

Michigan coach Lloyd Carr said he has im-
pressed on his team how far they have come, 
and what today represents in that journey.

“They’ve done a lot of things that, as a player 
and as a coach, they could be proud of,” Carr 
said. “And they’ve put themselves into a po-
sition where they’re not only playing in the 
greatest rivalry in sport, they’re playing for a 
championship, and they’re playing for the Rose 
Bowl. I think it’s about opportunity. I think it’s 
about appreciating that opportunity to repre-
sent Michigan.”

Ohio State coach Jim Tressel said the hype 
still does not match the experience for his team, 
which he thinks will have to rule the line of 
scrimmage to emerge victorious.

“It’s all about the trenches,” Tressel said. “It’s 
going to be a tremendous battle. Playing on the 
road is hard enough, and then playing up in the 
Big House makes it even tougher. It’s such a sto-
ried rivalry.”

The next chapter in that story is written to-
day.

(10-1, 6-1 Big Ten)
Youngstown State W, 38-6
Akron W, 20-2
at Washington W, 33-14
Northwestern W, 58-7
at Minnesota W, 30-7
at Purdue W, 23-7
Kent State W, 48-3
Michigan State W, 24-17
at Penn State W, 37-17
Wisconsin W, 38-17
Illinois L, 28-21
at Michigan Today
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Michigan linebacker Shawn 
Crable made only one tackle in 
last season’s loss to Ohio State.
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2007 RESULTS 2007 RESULTS2007 RESULTS
(8-3, 6-1 Big Ten)

Appalachian State L, 34-32
Oregon L, 39-7
Notre Dame W, 38-0
Penn State W, 14-9
at Northwestern W, 28-16
Eastern Michigan W, 33-22
Purdue W, 48-21
at Illinois W, 27-17
Minnesota W, 34-10
at Michigan State W, 28-24
at Wisconsin L, 37-21
Ohio State Today
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