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SUSPENDED ATTORNEYS

The attorneys in select counties
have had their license to practice
law in the state suspended until they
pay a fee and register with the Ohio
Supreme Court. They missed the
last-chance registration deadline.

HDefiance County
Dennis E. Beatty

Laurel Jean Rich-
ardson

M Erie County
Richard John EI-
lis, Jr.

Richard Roman
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Mary Louise Kad-
erbek

John William Lehrer
Mark Cable Sidner
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Butler

Peter Daniel
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John Oliver Bacon
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HLucas County
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Rita Fernandez-
Bigras

Philip Raeder Fink
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Gerald Francis
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Arthur Frederick
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Suzan Andrews
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Martin Joseph
Marinelli

Peter Lederer Mat-
tisson
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James Michael
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George T. Peters
Thomas Daniel
Pigott

David Andrew Reed
Michael David
Reed, Sr.

Terrie Jo Restivo-
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James lan Roth-
schild

George Francis
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Nadeem Sine
Salem

Joseph Michael
Salmon

John Michael
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Richard Edwin
Sexton

Kevin Xavier Smith
Mark John So-
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Wingate

Louis Melbin Zavac
HOttawa County
James Claude
Fisher

Michael Samuel
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Correen E. Wood
HSandusky
County

William David
Pearce

Richard Gregory
Stein

HSeneca County
Eric Lee Erickson
James John Terry,
Jr.

HVan Wert County
Michael William
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John Richard
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James Arthur Rupp
HWood County
Fred Michael Del-
lapa, Jr.
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Ronald Scott Ferrell
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Wilbur Christian
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Edwin Ernest Martin
Bruce David
McLaughlin
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Middleton

Ned Stevens New-
comer

Derek Charles
Schlageter

David Marshall
Schnorf

Janet Kay Small
David Hilton Wilson,
Jr.

James Robert
Winkler

Shawn William
Zablocki
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serving notice that they have
been suspended.

Among the local attorneys
who will receive suspension
notices are Ronnie Wingate,
a Toledo criminal defense at-
torney; retired Lucas County
Common Pleas Judge Robert
Franklin, and William Con-
nelly, Jr., an assistant prosecu-
tor in Wood County.

The lawyers will be reinstated
when they submit their paper-
work, $300 in registration fees,
and an additional $200 process-
ing fee, Mr. Dove said.

This is the first time the
court has taken such drastic
steps to enforce its registration
obligations. Mr. Dove said reg-
istration packages were sent in
July to the state’s nearly 54,000
licensed attorneys, with sub-
sequent notices being sent
to those who did not respond

after Sept. 1.

The $300 registration fee, a
9 percent increase over the last
biennium’s fee, provides money
for the court’s disciplinary sys-
tem and the Clients’ Security
Fund, which was created by the
court to compensate clients
who have been financially
harmed by dishonest attorneys.

Jonathan Cherry, counsel for
the Toledo Bar Association, said
he would be surprised if many
of the local attorneys who were
suspended were actually prac-
ticing. He said there about 1,900
attorneys in Lucas County.

“I think this is good for the
profession. I think that it en-
courages and requires lawyers
to do what they are supposed
to do in providing resources
4 for policing others,” he said.
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was out there specifically look-
ing for what she hoped would
be the burial site for Philip and
Sarah Gehring, and it turns out
she was correct.”

Mr. Strelzin arranged to fly to
Ohio to compare dental records
from the Gehring children with
those of the bodies found.

Hudson police Chief David
Robbins said officers had a
hunch the tip from the woman
about the plastic would be pro-
ductive because the area had
several items mentioned by the
father as the burial location: a
makeshift cross, bell-shaped
sewer connectors made of con-
crete, a fence, and a woodpile.

The children’s mother, Teri
Knight, told The Associated Press
that a woman called her from the
New Hampshire attorney gener-
al’s office and said the bodies had
duct tape crosses on them.

- = “I'm numb,” Teri
y Knight said from
her home in Hills-
boro, N.H., where
she was watch-
ing news reports.
“We've learned to
take things some-
times week-to-
week and month-
to-month, and
today it's minute-to-minute.”

Ms. Knight and her husband
said they searched within five
miles of Hudson earlier this fall.

Gehring, an unemployed ac-
countant, had been locked in a
custody dispute with his ex-wife,
who had remarried.

The children were last seen
arguing with their father at a July
Fourth fireworks display.

Gehring said he pulled off the
highway later that night and
shot the children, then drove
for hours with their bodies in his
van before he buried them.

He was arrested in California
a week after the children disap-
peared.

Extensive searches through-
out the Midwest along the Ohio
Turnpike, including northwest
Ohio, had turned up no evidence
of the graves, and some officials
despaired of ever finding the
bodies.

For several weeks in the fall
of 2003, local police officers and
state highway patrol investiga-
tors scoured rural roadways,
woody pockets, and farm fields
along the Ohio Turnpike after
Gehring told investigators in
California that he had killed the
children and buried them in the
Midwest.

Those in northwest Ohio who
had worked on the emotionally
grueling case were relieved by
the news that the children’s bod-
ies might have been found.

Tips had continued to drift in
over the past two years, especial-
ly as hunting seasons changed
and someone stumbled upon
a site that roughly matched
Gehring’s description of the area

Gehring
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Police walk near the scene where two bodies were discovered Thursday in Hudson, Ohio. A dog
on a walk with its owner found the two graves near I-80, the Ohio Turnpike.
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where he'd buried the children.

“You always wonder, ‘Did we
miss something?’” Fulton Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Lt. Roy Miller said.

Soil samples taken from the
shovel and other implements
used by Gehring later suggested
the children’s bodies most likely
were buried east of Lucas Coun-
ty, Lucas County sheriff’s Lt. Don
Atkinson said.

Still, he said, deputies con-
tinued pursuing possible leads
— acting on one tip just more
than a month ago, he said.

In Hudson, after investigators
left yesterday afternoon, a fresh-
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Teri Knight, the -children’s
mother, waits for official word
at her home in Hillsboro, N.H.

ly dug area could be seen off the
road near a pile of sticks.

Lori Dyer, 37, often takes
walks nearby and says not many
people go into the wooded area.

“It’s very scary,” she said. “It’s
pretty desolate back in there.”

In 2004, the U.S. Geological
Survey did a pollen analysis on
soil found under Gehring’s mini-
van and near the shovel used to
bury the children.

It concluded that the soil most
likely came from northeastern
Ohio.

Ms. Knight has endured nu-
merous false reports of bodies

that might have been her chil-
dren.

But the call she got from the
woman in the attorney general’s
office has her optimistic that her
children have been found, she
said.

“The duct-tape crosses, when
she told me that, that’s what did
it,” she said.

“I'm waiting to hear of cloth-
ing. I'm waiting to hear that there
were braces on one of those bod-
ies and that they have confirmed
they were children and a male
and a female,” she said.

Ms. Knight had planned yes-
terday to be in the exact area
of Ohio where the bodies were
found.

She was going to meet a pri-
vate investigator and search the
area but said she did not go be-
cause of bad weather there.

“I'swear,” she said. “December
2nd was the day I was going to
meet her out there.”

She said she thought it was a
likely burial spot because of her
research, and because of a call
she received from someone who
used to work for an oil company
and knew of pumps and wells in
the area.

When Gehring confessed to
the murders, he told authorities
he buried the children some-
where off I-80, near some sort
of pumps.

The Hudson site also was
near other landmarks Gehring
described.

“I was getting more and more
convinced this is where it was,”
she said.
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“But they just were not very
high on their priority list. And
again it seems that the safety
of the American people is not
very high on Washington’s pri-
ority list,” Mr. Kean said.

A spokesman at the Home-
land Security Department
declined to comment until the
report is issued.

Rep. Pete King (R., N.Y),
chairman of the House Home-
land Security Committee,
admitted some areas remain
vulnerable but have not been
addressed because of dis-
agreements with the Senate.

Congress established the
commission in 2002 to inves-
tigate government missteps
that led to the Sept. 11 attacks.
It found that the United States
could not protect its citizens
from the attacks because it
underestimated al-Qaeda.
Since June, the former com-
missioners have held hear-
ings to examine what they
described as the government’s
unfinished agenda to secure
the country.

Among the main concerns
mentioned in the report:

@ The United States is not
doing enough to ensure that
foreign nations are upgrading
security measures to stop pro-
liferation of nuclear, biologi-
cal, and chemical materials.

@ Police, firefighters, med-
ics, and other first responders
still lack interconnected radio
systems to communicate with
each other in emergencies. Re-
sponders from different agen-
cies at the World Trade Center
were unable to coordinate res-
cues — or receive information
that could have saved their
own lives —on 9/11.

Congress last year approved
spending nearly $1 billion on
interoperable systems, but Mr.
King said the matter is “a very
difficult issue.”

@®Both the Bush Admin-
istration and Congress have
continued to distribute secu-
rity funding to states without
aiming most money at high-
risk communities.

The House and Senate have
been unable this year to agree
on a funding formula that dis-
tributes money based on risk,
threats, and vulnerability.

Mr. Kean said information-
sharing gaps among turf-
conscious federal intelligence
agencies continue to exist. He
also chastised the Transporta-
tion Security Administration
for failing to consolidate mul-
tiple databases of passenger
information into a single “ter-
ror watch list.”

Moreover, expanded gov-
ernmental powers to seek
out terror-related intelligence
have not been adequately bal-
anced by civil liberties protec-
tions or oversight, said former
Democratic commissioner

Richard Ben-Veniste.

McCloskey
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director who is defending the
city in a $10 million lawsuit over
the allegations, said it was the
victims’ responsibility to take
their complaint to police or
prosecutors.

“If they went to the police, the
police would have a detective
investigate it, but they didn’t do
that,” Ms. Herring said.

Mr. McCloskey’s demand for
payment was not known public-
ly until Mr. Speckin of Okemos,
Mich., filed suit on May 21, 2004,
in U.S. District Court in Toledo.

The lawsuit accuses Mr. Mc-
Closkey of seeking an “extraction
payment” of $100,000 to ben-
efit retirees of Pilkington North
America, as a condition of his
support for rezoning 15 acres in
East Toledo for a charter school.

According to the lawsuit, Mr.
McCloskey threatened to block
the rezoning if Pilkington or Mr.
Speckin did not come through
with the money he was demand-
ing.

He allegedly told one Pilking-
ton representative, “That’s how
business works in the city if you

want to get something done.”

The rezoning was voted down
by city council Aug. 27, 2002.

Mr. McCloskey has denied
wrongdoing.

Both his attorney and the
city’s attorney have argued in
legal briefs that Mr. McCloskey
and city council had valid land
use reasons for opposing the
rezoning.

Ms. Herring said there would
be no point in her launching a
criminal investigation now that
the allegations are part of a civil
lawsuit.

“Until the court takes some ac-
tion to determine whether those
allegations are true, they're just
allegations,” she said.

The details that have come
out in sworn depositions since
the case was filed in May, 2004,
have not changed her opinion,
Ms. Herring said.

Details that have emerged
include three transcripts of tele-
phone voice mails allegedly left
by Mr. McCloskey. In one, Mr.
McCloskey is claimed to have
said: “This is Bob McCloskey. I
have not heard anything back
from you. I am still looking to re-
ceive a check for $100,000 to the
East Toledo Family Center.”

The family center has denied

any role in the matter.

Lucas County Prosecutor
Julia Bates requested copies of
transcripts of civil depositions
to determine whether to initiate
a criminal bribery investigation
after The Blade published a de-
tailed story about the allegations
on Nov. 20, even though some of
the details had been reported as
far back as May, 2004.

In fact, the city has taken steps
to make sure that Mr. McCloskey
has his own legal representation
in case a conflict arises. The city
has retained attorney Jay Feld-
stein to represent Mr. McClo-
skey and has so far authorized
$90,000 for that job.

“We can see that down the
road perhaps there can be a
conflict [between the city and
Mr. McCloskeyl,” Ms. Herring
said. “If at such time a finding
is made, our interests may di-
verge.”

The lawsuit alleges that city
officials were made aware before
the vote on Aug. 27, 2002, that
Mr. McCloskey had requested
money in connection with his
vote for the rezoning applica-
tion, but did nothing with the
information.

David Schulz, who ran unsuc-
cessfully against Mr. McCloskey

OHIO ELECTIONS

U.S. judge declines to dismiss lawsuit

BLADE COLUMBUS BUREAU

A federal judge vyesterday
refused to dismiss most of a
lawsuit filed by the League of
Women Voters of Ohio and 15
voters who accuse Gov. Bob Taft
and Secretary of State Ken Black-
well of presiding over a broken
election system in 2004.

The suit does not challenge
the election results, which gave
President Bush Ohio and ulti-
mately the White House. But it
claims the election was marred
by inconsistent and sometimes
incorrect decisions by poorly
trained poll workers from coun-
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ty to county when it came to di-
recting voters to their precincts,
distributing absentee ballots,
counting provisional ballots,
and properly allocating voter
machines to avoid long lines.

The only portion of the lawsuit
dismissed by U.S. District Judge
James Carr involved allegations
that Ohio’s voter registration
system doesn’'t comply with the
federal Help America Vote Act of
2002, the law passed in the wake
of problems experienced in the
2000 election in Florida.

That reprieve could be tempo-
rary. The section was dismissed

only because the federal law
does not mandate compliance
until Jan. 1, 2006, now less than
a month away.

Without ruling on the merits
of the case, Judge Carr is al-
lowing the league to pursue its
allegations that the state failed
to maintain a uniform elections
system.

“Put simply, LWV contends
that defendants’ election system
provides different voting rights
to different citizens based solely
on where those citizens happen
to reside and vote,” wrote Judge
Carr.

@

for an at-large city council seatin
the Now. 8 city council elections,
said Mr. McCloskey’s colleagues
and city officials should have
blown the whistle if they heard
about an improper request.

“I think someone should have
questioned it and tried to miti-
gate the city’s exposure to it,” he
said. “Nobody [in city govern-
ment] had the courage to stand
up to him.”

Jon Cherry, staff attorney with
the Toledo Bar Association, said
the fact that Ms. Herring rep-
resents the city as a whole, as
well as Mr. McCloskey as a city
councilman, may suggest she
had a duty to inform her client
— the city — that a crime may
have been committed.

“I can see how the citizenry
might feel that way, and I can
see how the public officials may

have a duty to report such a
thing based on their positions as
public officials, but I don’t think
there is a duty imposed by the
legal code of ethics to do that,”
he said.

Contact Tom Troy at:
tomtroy@theblade.com
or 419-724-6058.
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