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Did you know?...

PBS KIDS Sprout: The only 24-hour preschool
channel featuring all the shows kids love and
parents trust such as Sesame Street,® and
Teletubbies.™ This is the place where parents
and kids can share everything from singing and
dancing to birthday wishes and bedtime stories.

Buckeye VOD offers hundreds of
FREE On Demand programs that will
never be available on satellite. Enjoy
FREE Kids On Demand shows like:
Dora the Explorer, Little Bear,
Spongebob, Bob the Builder and
MORE! Just tune to CHANNEL 1.

Channel 208

Today’s Code Number:  A71

Presented by:

Noted civil and human rights attorney Morris
Dees will speak in Toledo at the 10th annual
Access to Justice Awards Dinner. Dees is the
founder and chief trial counsel for the Southern
Poverty Law Center.

1 0 t h A N N I V E R S A R Y • 1 9 9 8 - 2 0 0 8

Honoring:
Community Advocacy Award
Nellie D. Edwards

Public Interest Law Award
Gabrielle Davis

Distinguished Service Award
The Honorable
David A. Katz

WEDNESDAY, April 9, 2008

Supported by:

Reception 6:30 p.m.
Dinner and Awards Ceremony 7 p.m.

The Pinnacle
1772 Indian Wood Circle • Maumee

Tickets for the Access to Justice
Awards Dinner are $75 each.
To purchase tickets,
call 419-930-2517.

Reservation deadline is April 1, 2008.

Access to Justice Awards are presented to those who have made
outstanding contributions toward promoting and providing
access to justice for the underprivileged and underserved.
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Here are the standings, through Friday, in the 
contest, with the team name, school, city, and 
portfolio value.
1. Dragon$, Erie Huron Ottawa Ed Service Center, Genoa, 

$50,229.58.
2. ATAMAW, Swanton Middle School, $47,764.17.
3. Big $, Luckey Elementary, $46,082.11.
4. TMMD8, Bowling Green Christian Academy, 

$45,648.99.
5. BULOGNA, PikeDelta York Middle, Delta, $45,136.96.
6. b@!!@$, Rossford Jr. High, $45,082.89.
7. Shapryz, Hicksville Middle, $44,776.81.
8. DHS7SXY, Defi ance High, $44,663.32.
9. pollyfx, Polly Fox Academy, Toledo, $44,278.19.
10. BigBlue, Stryker Elementary, $44,277.51.
11. STKNTRZ, St. John the Baptist, Toledo, $44,274.97.
12. DHS3SEN, Defi ance High, $44,137.65.
13. Smartys, Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld, To-

ledo, $43,924.52.
14. BG1, Bowling Green High, $43,924.01.
15. CI7, Bowling Green Christian Academy, $43,807.45.
16. WILSON, Green Spring Elementary, $43,631.50.
17. BluWave, Hicksville Elementary, $43,436.19.
18. McCray, Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld, To-

ledo, $43,302.12.
19. Capital, Glass City Academy, Toledo, $43,219.89.
20. Leapers, Fallen Timbers Middle, Whitehouse, 

$43,100.81.
21. HRZNS-M, Horizons Program TPS, Toledo, 

$43,014.51.
22. MALK, Green Spring Elementary, $42,837.91.
23. DHS6FJS, Defi ance High, $42,748.17.
24. Shadow, Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld, To-

ledo, $42,694.55.
25. BULLDOG, Park Elementary, Swanton, $42,314.80.
26. GCA 1, Glass City Academy, Toledo, $42,304.39.
27.  Skillz, Glass City Academy, Toledo, $42,277.90 
28. $Maker$, Luckey Elementary, $42,202.17.
29. DaBombz, Superior Middle, Montpelier, $42,153.68.
30. 7Purdue, Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld, To-

ledo, $42,142.17.
31. Certify, Glass City Academy, Toledo, $42,127.87.
32. TeamTec, Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld, To-

ledo, $42,111.20.
33. Sprngbk, Clay High, Oregon, $42,090.69.
34. M3, Fallen Timbers Middle, Whitehouse, $42,065.95.
35. StockRZ, Bowling Green High, $42,052.14.
36. HRZNS-W, Horizons Program TPS, Toledo, 

$41,884.77.
37. Mariner, Maritime Academy of Toledo, $41,859.79.
38. Jackal!, Sylvania Franciscan, $41,834.40.
39. BuyLow6, Arbor Hills Jr. High, Sylvania, $41,809.84.
40. DHS7SIO, Defi ance High, $41,582.27.
41. Team BG, Bowling Green High, $41,553.03.
42, MulCrew, Bowling Green High, $41,401.36.
43. 26onTop, Fairfi eld Elementary, Maumee, $41,118.43.
44. Funny $, Luckey Elementary, $41,109.82.
45. DHS5FSJ, Defi ance High, $40,851.71.
46. Eagles, Eastwood High, Pemberville, $40,835.69.
47. HRZNS-F, Horizons Program TPS, Toledo, $40,661.49.
48. BuyLow8, Arbor Hills Jr. High, Sylvania, $40,628.88.
49. DHS6ICP, Defi ance High, $40,590.19.
50. SJA8A, St. Joan of Arc, Toledo, $40,525.74.

51. Unknown, Park Elementary, Swanton, $40,514.63.
52. DHS55RS, Defi ance High, Defi ance, $40,514.57.
53. BoJingls, Hicksville Middle,  $40,448.60.
54. Cookiez, Swanton Middle School, Swanton, 

$40,418.03.
55. SPXPUMA, St. Pius X, Toledo, $40,241.05.
56. Risers, Glass City Academy, Toledo, $40,194.31.
57. HRZNS-T, Horizons Program TPS, Toledo, 

$40,159.63.
58. DHS76$9, Defi ance High, $40,078.32.
59. WOSSFUD, Rossford Jr. High,  $40,066.71.
60. DHS5BO8, Defi ance High, $40,064.98.
61. BG57, Bowling Green High, $39,948.16.
62. C.A.R.T, Swanton Middle School, $39,825.64.
63. DHS3ICE, Defi ance High, $39,817.92.
64. TBD, Swanton Middle School, $39,521.05.
65. BuyLow4, Arbor Hills Jr. High, Sylvania, $39,382.85.
66. BuyLow3, Arbor Hills Jr. High, Sylvania, $39,381.73.
67. WINNERS, Erie Huron Ottawa Ed Service Center, 

Genoa, $39,170.43.
68. GWBush, Bowling Green High, $39,141.94.
69. 3b+3g, Sylvania Franciscan,  $39,044.86.
70. $tock$, Christ the King, Toledo, $38,921.77.
71. Mini$Me, Luckey Elementary, $38,833.40.
72. BG77, Bowling Green High, $38,671.39.
73. CHZONIT, Christ the King, Toledo, $38,525.36.
74. TITANS, St. John’s Jesuit Academy, Toledo, 

$38,520.73.
75. Yellow, Bowling Green High, $38,348.65.
76. JAGUAR$, Luckey Elementary, $38,064.55.
77. MOOLAH!, Sylvania Franciscan, $37,864.33.
78. KulKatz, Stryker Elementary, $37,699.28.
79. Pay$Up^, Luckey Elementary, $37,564.41.
80. Monkeys, Swanton Middle School, $37,227.01.
81. HRZN-TH, Horizons Program TPS, Toledo, 

$37,085.36.
82. Stocked, St. John’s Jesuit Academy, Toledo, 

$36,937.49.
83. KookKiez, Bowling Green High, $36,405.09.
84. ASB.8.0, Erie Huron Ottawa Ed Service Center, Genoa, 

$36,368.79.
85. Penguin, Sylvania Franciscan, $36,326.65.
86. BGL7, Bowling Green High, $36,172.12.
87. ALC Inc, Alternative Learning & Career Center, To-

ledo, $36,101.80.
88. DHS3JRS, Defi ance High, $35,926.26.
89. DHSRSCR, Defi ance High, $35,924.24.
90. DHS6MCS, Defi ance High, $35,777.79.
91. SJJTTNS, St. John’s Jesuit High, Toledo, $35,682.62.
92. BGL5, Bowling Green High, $35,675.83.
93. NEMO, Bowling Green High, $35,648.09.
94. $Ca$hn$, Luckey Elementary, $35,258.15.
95. Big Buck$, Luckey Elementary, $34,996.36.
96. BluDvls, Springfi eld Middle, Holland, $34,756.27.
97. Goonies, Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld, To-

ledo, $34,742.82.
98. BIG$$$$, Swanton Middle School, $34,704.73.
99. MTHeads, Superior Middle, Montpelier, $34,469.25.
100. Stock:), Bowling Green High, $34,061.27.
101. Pirates, Maritime Academy of Toledo, $33,987.84.
102. 7$PACE$, Rossford Jr. High, $33,939.64.
103. DHS7XYZ, Defi ance High, $33,083.95.
104. Elite, Sylvania Franciscan, $32,785.55. 

Team standings, portfolio values

the ATAMAW team from Swan-
ton Middle School at $47,764, 
up 3 percent for the week.  Big $,
from Luckey Elementary, moved
into third place at $46,082, up 7.5 
percent for the week.

Fifth Third tabulates the 
contest’s weekly results and The 
Blade’s Newspaper in Education 
program also is a co-sponsor.

There are 104 teams from 26 
schools in the 14-week contest, 

which ends April 25. Each team 
picked four stocks — two each 
from the Nasdaq and New York 
Stock Exchange — selling for at 
least $5 a share. An imaginary 
$10,000 is spent on each stock, 
and the team whose portfolio in-
creases the most in value when 
the contest ends is the winner.

More than 1,325 students are 
participating in the contest. 
 The fi rst place fi nisher  receives 
 $500, to be divided between 
the team and its school, second 
place wins $250 for its school, 
and third place wins $100 for its 
school.

Mr. Faltys said stocks in the 

solar industry as a whole rose 
signifi cantly last week and ben-
efi tted nearly every team with a 
solar fi rm  in its  portfolio. 

“It was what I’d call a solar 
week,” he said.  

Akeena Solar Inc. and First 
Solar helped a team from Luckey 
Elementary, Mini$Me, go from 
103rd place two weeks ago to 
71st last week, Mr. Faltys said.

Overall, 60 out of 104 team 
had portfolios with positive 
values.

Contact Jon Chavez at:
jchavez@theblade.com

or 419-724-6128.

Contest 
Continued from Page 6

The tires have two air chambers, one for infl ation and one to deploy the studs.

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Retractable-stud tires offer
grip on snow at flip of switch
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

AUGUSTA, Maine  — Studded 
tires offer drivers sure traction 
 on snowy and icy roads across 
the nation’s snowbelt, but 
highway offi cials wince at the 
damage they cause when roads 
are dry. 

Promoters of a new type 
of winter tire believe they’ve 
solved the problem with  James 
Bond-style gadgetry.

Q Tires has devised tires with 
 studs that emerge when the 
driver fl icks a switch inside the 
car. 

When the snow and ice 
melt,  another fl ip of the switch 

pulls  the studs  back under the 
treads.  

The tires have two air cham-
bers, one to infl ate the tire and 
one to deploy the studs.

The company’s founder, 
Michael O’Brien,  developed a 
prototype about fi ve years ago. 
As of March 20, the  company 
had raised $8.8 million in  start-
up costs, much of it from  indi-
vidual wealthy investors, said 
Sean Chariker, the  marketing 
director.

The  name is a nod to  James 
Bond’s gadget master, Q, and 
the spiked tires that gave Bond’s 
Aston Martin extra traction in 

the 2002 fi lm Die Another Day. 
 The company plans to have 

its  tire, dubbed the Q Celsius, in 
test markets this summer, to be 
followed by a broader  rollout by 
the end of the year.

 Promoters have been visiting 
northern states like Maine to 
make sure their product does 
not run afoul of state rules and 
regulations.  

“As far as I know, there is 
no other company working 
on similar technology,” Kevin 
Rohlwing of the Tire Industry 
Association said in an e-mail 
when asked about the new 
product.  

MARKETWATCH

SAN FRANCISCO — Anyone who hasn’t 
 shopped for eggs lately should prepare for 
 sticker shock: A dozen eggs cost $2 or more 
in most U.S. cities, up about 45 percent in just 
eight months.

And prices are likely to stay high  for the fore-
seeable future, according to  industry experts.

Supplies are tight, demand remains strong, 
and wholesale prices are stubbornly high.

 Driving up egg prices are much-higher costs 
for corns and soybeans, feed grains that make 
up  more than 50 percent of the cost  to produce 
a raw egg. 

In the past year, feed costs have shot up 15 
cents to 20 cents per dozen eggs, said Chad 
Gregory, senior vice president at United Egg 
Producers, a national trade group.  

Now, the break-even cost for an egg pro-
ducer in the Midwest is 90 to 95 cents a  dozen, 
 up from 70 cents a year ago, he said.

 Another factor keeping egg prices high  is a 
decline in the number of chickens laying eggs.  

Egg prices increase,
are likely to stay high

Big cof fee roasters
cut cost to retailers
FROM THE BLADE’S NEWS SERVICES

NEW YORK — A global decline in coffee prices 
from a 10-year high has enabled Kraft Foods Inc.
to follow Procter & Gamble Co.’s lead in lowering 
prices to retailers.

Kraft  cut U.S. prices of Maxwell House and 
Yuban  by as much as 6.5 percent after bean costs 
dropped.The price for coffee in containers of 11 
ounces  to 13 ounces in size dropped 20 cents,  a 
Kraft spokesman said yesterday.  

 Procter & Gamble cut prices by similar amount 
last week on  Folgers, the top-selling U.S. brand. 

The manufacturers had increased prices in 
early March.  

Global coffee prices skyrocketed over the fi rst 
three months of this year, but dropped by about 
40 cents a pound over the past two weeks to close 
Friday at $1.30, according to futuresource.com, a 
Web site that tracks commodity prices.

The price fl uctuations are fueled by higher de-
mand, tight supplies, overall uncertainty about 
the economy, and increased investment activity 
from hedge funds and Wall Street investors.  

them less expensive to grow 
than corn.

The U.S. will be the largest 
producer and exporter of corn 
and soybeans in the marketing 
year that ends Aug. 31, the de-
partment said on March 11. The 
forecasts were based on a sur-
vey of 86,000 farmers who were 
asked in the fi rst two weeks of 
March about their spring plant-
ing intentions.

The department also pre-
dicted yesterday that spring-
wheat planting will jump 7.8 
percent from last year to 14.3 
million acres. The price of the 
grain more than doubled on 
exchanges in Chicago, Minne-

apolis and Kansas City, Mo. 
Gregg Doud, an economist 

for the National Cattlemen’s 
Beef Association, said consum-
ers should brace for severe price 
increases for eggs and more 
costly dairy products and for 
poultry, pork, and beef.

And Scott Faber, vice presi-
dent of the Grocery Manufac-
turers Association, said a drop 
in corn production combined 
with federal mandates backing 
ethanol production will result 
in “massive increases” in food 
prices.

But a decrease in corn pro-
duction could the ethanol 
industry also.  Higher prices for 
the crop could be passed on to 
those fi lling their cars up with 
the renewable fuel.

The number of ethanol plants 
has increased from 50 in 1999 to 

134 now with more being built, 
according to the Renewable Fu-
els Association. An average, 100 
million gallon-per-year ethanol 
plant consumes about 33 mil-
lion bushels of corn.

 Terry Francl, a senior econo-
mist for the American Farm 
Bureau Federation, predicted 
yesterday that corn prices will 
continue to rise — possibly to 
$6 a bushel, around three times 
the price in 2005 — but said 
consumers shouldn’t panic just 
yet.

He said many farmers will 
take a look at the report and 
decide to plant corn instead 
of other crops. In addition, he 
said, and weather conditions 
could  change farmers’ plans.   

“We’re going to have to wait 
until we go through the spring 
planting season,” he said.  

Corn 
Continued from Page 6

another airline, there will be 
a $25 handling charge. Award 
tickets booked online are still 
free.

 Betsy Talton, a Delta spokes-
man,  said the  additional fees 
are largely in response to fuel 
prices and said  the most re-
cent attempts by Delta to raise 
fares “have not been successful 
because there’s also a need for 
Delta to be competitive.” 

 It was not clear if Delta’s part-
ner carriers will impose a “han-
dling charge” on their frequent 
fl iers booking award tickets on 
Delta. 

A spokesman for  Northwest 
Airlines Corp. declined to com-
ment on the issue. A spokes-
man for  Continental Airlines 
Inc. said that airline  does not 
have such a fee but wouldn’t 
 comment on any potential “fu-
ture pricing actions.” 

Delta and Northwest, which 
are in talks to merge, said last 

week that they would follow 
UAL Corp.’s United and US 
Airways Group Inc. in charging 
most passengers $25 to check a 
second bag. Certain elite fl iers 
are exempt from that fee. 

United said the fee would 
generate $100 million in sav-
ings and new revenue. 

Delta didn’t give an estimate.
  Northwest  also raised its fee 

for a third bag from $80 to $100 
and  doubled its $25 fee for bags 
over 50 pounds. 

Near-record fuel costs have 
supplanted labor as the biggest 
expense at many airlines.  In 
early March, Delta said it plans 
to cut 2,000 jobs and reduce do-
mestic capacity by 10 percent in 
response to rising fuel costs.

Airlines have tried to 
boost fares or surcharges 10 
times this year, said Rick Se-
aney of ticket research fi rm 
FareCompare.com. Six at-
tempts have stuck. Carriers 
typically drop increases not 
matched by competitors.

The average domestic fuel 
surcharge remains $50 round 
trip, he said. 

Delta 
Continued from Page 6

Rule proposed
to boost safety
of rail tank cars
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON  — Reacting 
to  a string of train accidents in 
recent years, the Transportation 
Department yesterday proposed 
a rule that tank cars used for 
toxic chemicals such as chlo-
rine and anhydrous ammonia 
be able to withstand impacts at 
speeds more than double those 
under previous standards.

 The rule seeks puncture-resis-
tance protection  at speeds of 25 
miles per hour for side impacts 
and 30 mph for head-on colli-
sions for cars carrying materi-
als that are poison inhalation 
hazards.   

The proposed rule also sets a 
maximum speed limit of 50 mph 
for any train transporting a  tank 
car carrying the materials. 

The department’s Federal 
Railroad Administration esti-
mated the cost of the change at 
$350 million over 30 years.  
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