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The Ohio Department of Education has released its 2008-09 report cards, which include data The Ohio Department of Education has released its 2008-09 report cards, which include data 
on 280 charter schools statewide. The state assigns schools and districts ratings of excellent on 280 charter schools statewide. The state assigns schools and districts ratings of excellent 
with distinction, excellent, effective, continuous improvement, academic watch, and academic with distinction, excellent, effective, continuous improvement, academic watch, and academic 
emergency. Here is how charter schools in northwest Ohio performed:emergency. Here is how charter schools in northwest Ohio performed:

HOW LOCAL CHARTER SCHOOLS PERFORMED  HOW LOCAL CHARTER SCHOOLS PERFORMED  

Performance Performance 
Index Score Index Score 

2008-092008-09

Number of Number of 
standards standards 

possiblepossible

Number of Number of 
standards standards 

metmetDesignationDesignationCountyCountySchoolSchool

Auglaize County Special Needs School * Allen Not Rated 0 1 102.3Auglaize County Special Needs School * Allen Not Rated 0 1 102.3
West Central Learning Academy II Allen Effective 6 7 89.3West Central Learning Academy II Allen Effective 6 7 89.3
Heir Force Community School Allen Continuous Improvement 5 19 77.9Heir Force Community School Allen Continuous Improvement 5 19 77.9
Quest Academy Community Allen Continuous Improvement 2 12 80.4Quest Academy Community Allen Continuous Improvement 2 12 80.4
The Autism Academy Of Learning * Lucas Not Rated 0 1 107.3The Autism Academy Of Learning * Lucas Not Rated 0 1 107.3
Horizon Science Academy Toledo Lucas Excellent 12 12 99Horizon Science Academy Toledo Lucas Excellent 12 12 99
Toledo School For The Arts Lucas Excellent 20 21 103Toledo School For The Arts Lucas Excellent 20 21 103
M.O.D.E.L. Community School Lucas Excellent 9 10 108.5M.O.D.E.L. Community School Lucas Excellent 9 10 108.5
Glass City Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 0 6 Glass City Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 0 6 
Wildwood Environmental Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 5 12 86.1Wildwood Environmental Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 5 12 86.1
Winterfi eld Venture Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 6 19 84.1Winterfi eld Venture Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 6 19 84.1
Summit Academy Secondary School - ToledoSummit Academy Secondary School - Toledo Lucas Continuous Improvement 1 6 75.9 Lucas Continuous Improvement 1 6 75.9
Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld Lucas Continuous Improvement 3 17 80.8Horizon Science Academy-Springfi eld Lucas Continuous Improvement 3 17 80.8
Bennett Venture Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 6 19 83.4Bennett Venture Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 6 19 83.4
Great Lakes Environmental Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 2 8 87.4Great Lakes Environmental Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 2 8 87.4
Bridge Academy of Ohio Lucas Continuous Improvement 1 3 83Bridge Academy of Ohio Lucas Continuous Improvement 1 3 83
Central Academy of Ohio Lucas Continuous Improvement 2 13 69.9Central Academy of Ohio Lucas Continuous Improvement 2 13 69.9
Electronic Classroom Of Tomorrow Lucas Continuous Improvement 5 30 81.1Electronic Classroom Of Tomorrow Lucas Continuous Improvement 5 30 81.1
Ohio Virtual Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 15 30 86Ohio Virtual Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 15 30 86
Alternative Education Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 5 30 80.2Alternative Education Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 5 30 80.2
Toledo Preparatory Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 6 12 89.2Toledo Preparatory Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 6 12 89.2
Eagle Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 3 12 81.8Eagle Academy Lucas Continuous Improvement 3 12 81.8
Life Skills Center Of Toledo Lucas Continuous Improvement 1 12 78.3Life Skills Center Of Toledo Lucas Continuous Improvement 1 12 78.3
Imani Learning Academy Lucas Academic Watch 1 12 71.7Imani Learning Academy Lucas Academic Watch 1 12 71.7
Lake Erie Academy Lucas Academic Watch 2 19 76.4Lake Erie Academy Lucas Academic Watch 2 19 76.4
Polly Fox Academy Community School Lucas Academic Emergency 0 12 58.9Polly Fox Academy Community School Lucas Academic Emergency 0 12 58.9
Phoenix Academy Community School Lucas Academic Emergency 0 12 45.7Phoenix Academy Community School Lucas Academic Emergency 0 12 45.7
Victory Academy of Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 1 11 57Victory Academy of Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 1 11 57
George A. Phillips Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 0 7 57.8George A. Phillips Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 0 7 57.8
Summit Academy Community School-ToledoSummit Academy Community School-Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 60.7 Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 60.7
Maritime Academy of Toledo, The Lucas Academic Emergency 3 13 66.9Maritime Academy of Toledo, The Lucas Academic Emergency 3 13 66.9
Star Academy of Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 1 29 60.7Star Academy of Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 1 29 60.7
Clay Avenue Community School Lucas Academic Emergency 0 10 63.9Clay Avenue Community School Lucas Academic Emergency 0 10 63.9
Alliance Academy of Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 2 22 53.2Alliance Academy of Toledo Lucas Academic Emergency 2 22 53.2
Toledo Academy Of Learning Lucas Academic Emergency 0 19 54.1Toledo Academy Of Learning Lucas Academic Emergency 0 19 54.1
Aurora Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 69.5Aurora Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 69.5
Meadows Choice Community Lucas Academic Emergency 2 19 62.5Meadows Choice Community Lucas Academic Emergency 2 19 62.5
Academy Of Business & Tech Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 57.3Academy Of Business & Tech Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 57.3
Englewood Peace Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 63.7Englewood Peace Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 1 19 63.7
Paul Laurence Dunbar Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 1 15 60.5Paul Laurence Dunbar Academy Lucas Academic Emergency 1 15 60.5
Tiffi n City Digital Academy * Seneca Not Rated 0 1 76.8Tiffi n City Digital Academy * Seneca Not Rated 0 1 76.8
Bridges Community Academy Seneca Effective 11 18 96.3Bridges Community Academy Seneca Effective 11 18 96.3
* Schools have too few students to be given a designation * Schools have too few students to be given a designation 

Source: Ohio Department of EducationSource: Ohio Department of Education THE BLADETHE BLADE

“As we were fi ghting back and 
forth over the purse, I pushed 
her down,” she said. She said 
she  lifted the injured woman  and 
propped her in a chair before 
leaving.

Ms. Sobecki was hospitalized 
for a broken hip and broken 
wrist and died Feb. 8 as a result 
of complications of her injuries, 
 Assistant County Prosecutor 
Andy Lastra said.  Ms. Sobecki 
was found in her home by her 
daughter, who called for emer-
gency help. On the way to the 
hospital, she described her at-
tacker, he said.

Abdo stole about $700 in the 
robbery, he added. 

After hearing from both Mr. 
Lastra and Abdo what occurred, 
Judge Jennings questioned Abdo 
on whether she understood that 
an elderly woman died as a result 
of her actions.

“Yes,” she responded.
Initially charged with murder, 

Abdo pleaded to involuntary 
manslaughter, which is caus-

ing the death of another in the 
commission of a felony. Also as 
part of the plea agreement, an 
aggravated robbery charge was 
lowered to robbery.

Attorney Mark Berling said 
that the negotiated plea was a 
result of the belief  that it was not 
Abdo’s intention “to commit a 
homicide.” He said Abdo wanted 
to plead guilty to the charge 
because she wanted to accept 
responsibility for her actions.

A relative of Ms. Sobecki  in the 
courtroom yesterday declined to 
comment on the plea.

Ms. Sobecki’s death was among 
a series of attacks on elderly resi-
dents that resulted in several in-
juries and one other death. 

Edgar Howard, 47, of 222 
Austin St.  is charged with ag-
gravated murder, aggravated 
robbery, felonious assault, and 
attempted murder for the May 1 
beating death of Frances Fox, 88, 
and for the severe assault on her 
husband, Kenneth, 74, in their 
Mulberry Street home. A trial 
date has not  been set. He faces 
the death penalty if convicted.

Contact Erica Blake at:
eblake@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.

Attacker 
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knowledged that the mayor has 
not offered an alternative way to 
plug the $3.9 million hole and 
that Mr. Finkbeiner instead has 
continuously asked for tax and 
fee increases on Toledoans when 
council has refused to take that 
action.

“  Mayor Finkbeiner seems 
confused these days and has ap-
parently forgotten that the 2009 
budget plan we depend on to 
maintain police protection has 

always rested on voter approval 
of the Safety First plan,” Mr. Mc-
Namara said.

“The mayor’s reckless opposi-
tion to Issue 1 jeopardizes the 
safety of our neighborhoods and 
our families by putting at risk the 
jobs of 200 Toledo police offi cers,” 
he said. “It is critical that Toledo-
ans understand what is at stake 
here and vote yes on Issue 1.”

Because layoffs require a 30-day 
notice, to recoup the loss of the 
$3.9 million from the public safety 
budget, the city would have to lay 
off 200 police offi cers beginning 
Oct. 16.

Issue 1 would change the way 

Toledo’s 0.75 percent renewable 
income tax is allocated. One-third 
of the tax now goes to capital im-
provements, one-third to the gen-
eral fund, and one-third to police 
and fi re.

If approved, for the remainder 
of 2009, all of the money would 
go toward the general fund and 
police and fi re operations. For 
2010, 2011, and 2012, the alloca-
tion would be half to police and 
fi re, one-third to the general fund, 
and one-sixth to capital improve-
ments.

In his letter to Mr. McNamara, 
the mayor said council could re-
duce the defi cit, which  stands at 

about $7.8 million, by voting on 
“40 pieces of legislation in com-
mittee.”

Among those are an increase 
to the monthly trash collection 
fee and slashing the 100 percent 
income tax credit given to Toledo-
ans who work and pay taxes in 
other locales.

After withdrawing his support 
of Issue 1, the mayor proposed 
legislation to place a question 
on the Nov. 3 ballot for voters to 
allow only a one-time transfer of 
$3.9 million from the capital 
improvements fund to the gen-
eral fund. A majority of council 
rejected the legislation.

Councilman George Sarantou, 
chairman of council’s fi nance 
committee, said the mayor’s 
memo yesterday was deceptive 
and misleading to voters.

“We need to do as councils be-
fore this mayor have done, and 
that is to get permission to use 
capital improvement money,” Mr. 
Sarantou said.

“The No. 1  responsibility of 
government is public safety, not 
paving streets, and this mayor has 
forgotten the number one respon-
sibility.”

Contact Ignazio Messina at:
imessina@theblade.com

or 419-724-6171.

Safety 
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All the candidates ticked off 
lists of American-made cars, as 
expected in a city where General 
Motors and Chrysler paychecks 
account for a big chunk of the 
economy, and the UAW packs big 
political clout.

Democrat Ben Konop, who 
is single, said he had a Mercury 
Mariner hybrid. Democrat Keith 
Wilkowski said he drives a 2004 
Chrysler Sebring while his wife, 
Barbara, drives a Buick LaCrosse. 
Mike Bell, who is also single, 
named the most vehicles — a 
2000 Ford Explorer, a 2005 Chrys-
ler Magnum, a 1989 Chevrolet 
Corvette, and a Harley-Davidson 
motorcyle.

Independent Mike Collins said 
he and his wife, Sandra Drabik, 
both drive Jeeps, and that they 
have a third Jeep, as well.

Mr. Moody said he drives a 
Ford F150 pickup truck, Mrs. 
Moody drives a “GM product,” 
and his daughter drives “the fam-
ily minivan.” He said yesterday 
the GM product is a Cadillac CTS 
while the minivan is an Oldsmo-
bile Silhouette.

He said he thought the ques-
tion was about cars that the can-
didate owned.

“I don’t think it’s politically un-
popular that my wife owns a clas-
sic 27-year-old car,” he said, add-
ing that it has fewer  than 100,000 
miles. He said they bought it 
seven or eight years ago.

Mr. Frederick said Mr. Moody 
knew what the question was and 
should have answered it com-
pletely.

“This is a very important job 
that he’s running for. Be up front 
and honest about it,” Mr. Fred-
erick said. “Classic car or not, I 
just feel he should have said that. 
People would have drawn their 
own conclusions.”

Mr. Frederick said foreign-car 
ownership of any kind won’t be 
well-received by UAW members 
who work at area car plants, 
where foreign cars are banished 
to the far end of the parking lot.

DaimlerChrysler AG of Ger-
many owned  Chrysler Corp., 
including Toledo’s Jeep Assem-
bly plant, from 1998 to 2007, the 
period during which Mr. Moody 
said he and his wife acquired her 
Mercedes-Benz.

Contact Tom Troy at:
tomtroy@theblade.com

or 419-724-6058.

Moody 
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Mother is released 
early in abuse case
Boy, 3, injured fatally by her boyfriend 
By ERICA BLAKE
BLADE STAFF WRITER

After serving nearly half of a 
four-year prison term for failing 
to protect her toddler son from 
severe abuse, Antoinette Hair-
ston was released from prison 
yesterday but not from the ex-
pectation that she will continue 
to rehabilitate herself.

Hairston, 27, was sen-
tenced Nov. 6  in Lucas 
County Common Pleas 
Court on a charge of in-
voluntary manslaughter 
for the Dec. 26, 2007, 
death of her son. Because 
she was given credit for 
the time spent in custody 
before her plea, Hairston 
had completed nearly half that 
prison term before she was 
granted release yesterday and 
placed on probation.

Judge Gene Zmuda asked her 
what she had learned during her 
months in the women’s prison. 
Hairston responded, “Life skills.”

“I learned what it takes to have 
a healthy relationship with your 
children,” she said. “At the price 
of freedom, I learned you have to 
take charge of your own life.”

Hairston was charged in the 
death of her 23-month-old son, 
Tayvon Evans, who died as a 
result of long-term abuse by her 
then-boyfriend, Mitchell Moore, 
22. Moore entered an Alford 
plea Sept. 25  to one count each 
of involuntary manslaughter, fe-
lonious assault, and felony child 
endangering and was sentenced 
to 18 years in prison.

According to an autopsy report, 
the toddler died Dec. 26, 2007, as 
a combined result of dehydra-
tion, sepsis as a result of E-coli in 

his blood stream, and an internal 
infection cause by a laceration in 
his bowels. He also had cuts on 
his wrists, a signifi cant burn on 
his leg, and bruising, lacerations, 
and injuries on his head, chest, 
and back.

Judge Zmuda acknowledged 
Hairston didn’t infl ict the inju-

ries. But he reminded her 
that she failed to do any-
thing to protect him.

“You had the ability to 
stop it. You controlled the 
destiny of all three of your 
children, especially Tay-
von,” he said. “That’s why 
you went to prison.”

The judge said a re-
port of Hairston’s time 

in prison showed she took ad-
vantage of several programs and 
kept her “nose clean.”  He placed 
her on her on fi ve years’ proba-
tion, including six months in the 
Correctional Treatment Facility, 
and requested a mental health 
evaluation. 

Judge Zmuda said Hairston 
would return to prison if she vio-
lates conditions of her release. 

Attorney Myron Duhart said 
Hairston suffered from self-es-
teem issues that eventually led 
the loss of all three of her chil-
dren. One child is in the custody 
of the biological father while an-
other has been placed in foster 
care, he said.

He said that she will continue 
to suffer those losses and hopes 
that she will work to change her 
life out of prison.

“I don’t believe she ever in-
tended to cause any harm to her 
child,” the judge said. “She is re-
morseful and she will always live 
with this the rest of her life.”

Youngstown, which is also closing, 
said the schools made “quantum 
leaps” toward improvement.

“The changes that were made 
were just made too late,” she said.

She recommended students 
stay in their schools for this year 
to allow  more time to investigate 
the most appropriate school for 
them to attend next year.

Ashe Culture Center in Cleve-
land sponsors six of the 16 schools 
that will be forced to close, includ-
ing the Academy of Business and 
Technology in Toledo.

Kwa David Whitaker , co-chair-
man of the center’s community 
school sponsorship committee, 
said it’s unfortunate the schools 
will have to close, but they will 
uphold the law.

“I think it will absolutely be 
a loss because there aren’t a lot 
of schools that focus on entre-
preneurial programming,” Mr. 
Whitaker said of the Toledo school 
closing.

Mark Sholl , director of Engle-
wood Peace Academy, released a 
statement to students, parents, 
and staff yesterday letting them 
know the school would close in 
June and assured students and 
parents they will provide quality 
education this year.

“Our governing board has de-
cided to explore options to fi ght 
this closing, including challenging 
the law in court,” he wrote.

Mr. Sholl declined to comment 
beyond the statement.

Failing traditional public 
schools have alternatives to clo-
sure that are not open to charter 
schools, which some charter 
school leaders say is not equi-
table.

“We don’t believe the closure 
rules are a bad thing. If schools 
can’t perform, they ought to 
close,” said Martin Porter , director 
of the Toledo School for the Arts. 
“I fi nd it ironic it’s only charter 
schools that have to close.”

He said charter schools have 
different missions and target spe-
cifi c groups of students.

Toledo School for the Arts, 
which teaches grades six through 

12, has been a successful charter 
school example in the state and 
recognized on the national level 
for its achievement.

“Arts-based learning is a good 
vehicle to reach creative kids,” Mr. 
Porter said. “Our teachers work 
very hard to bring the arts into the 
classroom.”

The director of Horizon Science 
Academy, Engin Blackstone , said 
he is pleased to rank in the excel-
lent category .

He said the school was  able to 
move up two categories from con-
tinuous improvement by provid-
ing individual attention to its stu-
dents in grades nine through 12 to 
make sure they were prepared for 
the Ohio Graduation Test.

“It doesn’t happen just in one 
year. We have a strong system and 
each year we improve,” he said. 
“Now our job is more diffi cult 
because we need to keep it up 
there. Now all eyes are on us and 
we need to do better even. Excel-
lent doesn’t mean there’s nothing 
else to do.”

Contact Meghan Gilbert at:
mgilbert@theblade.com

or 419-724-6134.

Tax plan 
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lap bag there in the water, he said.
Although weighted down, the 

body raised up a little bit when 
it started to decompose, he said, 
and as a result, the two men and 
a woman who were on jet skis no-
ticed the back of the body sticking 
out of the water, Mr. Lamberjack 
said. They were returning to the 
ramp to take their jet skis out of 
the water when they saw the body .

Law enforcement offi cials were 
on the scene until about 9:15 p.m. 
Tuesday. Some offi cials returned 
to the marina yesterday, he said.

“I have no idea how she got 
there or who put her there,” said 
Mr. Lamberjack, but he has some 
ideas. He speculates that “who-
ever killed her, took her out on the 
dock and rolled her off of it.” He 
thinks the killer drove to the dock 
or came there on foot, and the 
body was weighted down while 
on the dock. But,  he said, maybe 
the killer came in  on a boat and 
pushed her off the boat.

 Crime occurs from time to time 
in the area, he said. Sometimes 
people report items missing from 
their boats, and one time “a guy 
was beaten and robbed out on 
the street,” but “nothing like this” 

has happened , he said. “We have 
brought in bodies drowned out in 
the lake, but this is the fi rst crime 
scene as I would call it, I guess.” 

The marina is  at Turtle Creek 
and Lake Erie, two miles west of 
the Davis-Besse nuclear plant.

The killer, he said, could be 
anyone from anywhere. “We get 
people all over the country in our 
marina at various times,” he said. 

Anyone with information about 
the victim’s identity is asked to call 
the Ottawa County Sheriff’s Offi ce.
Chief Deputy Riedmaier said the 
last time something of this nature 
occurred in the county was about 
10 years ago.

On Dec. 31, 1999, a white 
woman’s headless torso was found 
wrapped in layers of plastic on pri-

vate property north of Clay Center.
An autopsy showed the torso 

matched the limbs of Tracy Jane 
Islam, 35, formerly of Plymouth, 
Mich., whose severed arms and 
legs were found Dec. 22 in a bag 
in a Dearborn, Mich., Dumpster. 
Azizul Islam of Plymouth was 
convicted in the 1999 murder and 
dismembering of his estranged 
wife.

Toledo detectives went to the 
marina Tuesday night to investi-
gate whether the body was that of 
Cindy Sumner, but it did not ap-
pear to be her, offi cials said.

Ms. Sumner, 21, who has mus-
cular dystrophy, multiple sclero-
sis, and learning disabilities, was 
reported missing three weeks ago 
today  after she failed to meet her 
mother at their North Erie Street 
home in Toledo. Ms. Sumner’s 
family has offered $1,000 for in-
formation about her location.

 Ms. Sumner has since become 
the focus of an extensive search 
by law enforcement. As of yester-
day, her whereabouts were still 
unknown.

Anyone with information is 
asked to call Crime Stopper at 
419-255-1111.

Staff writer Erica Blake contrib-
uted to this report.

Contact Janet Romaker at:
jromaker@theblade.com

or 419-724-6006.

This tattoo was found on the 
shoulder of the dead woman.

Body 
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