
parts of West Toledo, con-
struction jobs, and — in the 
longer term — replacement 
of single-lane, bottleneck 
ramps at I-75 with two-lane 
ramps.

“This is so important, to 
show some positive energy,” 
Mayor Mike Bell said. “It 
allows for more economic 
development inside our 
city. Projects like this take us 
to the forefront of where we 
need to be going.”

“Time is money, and 
access is important,” said 
state Rep.  Matt Szollosi (D., 
Oregon), adding that the in-
terchange project could be 
central to a jobs announce-
ment he expects soon. He 
did not elaborate.

Lucas County commis-
sioner Pete Gerken said  the 
rebuilding of the I-75/I-475 
junction had been on area 
drawing boards since  mid-
1990 .

“It’s been a long time 
coming. For 1,000 days, this 
is going to be a pain in the 
[rear] ,” Mr. Gerken said.

But the jobs and resulting 
highway improvement will 
be worth the inconvenience 
when it’s all done, he said.

Through  late 2013, E.S. 
Wagner and its subcontrac-
tors will  rebuild I-475 be-
tween Rushland, just west of 
Douglas Road, and I-75, in-
cluding a new fl yover ramp 
to northbound I-75 from 
eastbound I-475, a wider 
ramp from southbound I-
75 to westbound I-475, and 
the new ProMedica Parkway 
interchange to replace a 
hodgepodge of ramps at 
Central and Upton avenues 
and Jackman Road.

“This is going to be a 
tremendously improved 
access for us,” said Barbara 
Petee, the chief government 
relations offi cer for Pro-
Medica. “Especially for our 
Emergency Center, it’s very 
critical to have easy access.”

The biggest inconve-
nience will affect motorists 
 trying to enter eastbound 
I-475 east of Secor Road. 

For at least 10 months 
starting late this fall, and 
possibly more than a year, 
all eastbound entrances 
east of Secor will be closed 
for the construction.

Wagner crews were on 
parts of the site clearing 
trees for the future ProMed-
ica Parkway, an extension 
of the former Oatis Avenue 

that will arc from Central 
to Upton avenues through 
a vacated neighborhood 
south of the former DeVil-
biss High School.

Starting tomorrow  night, 
the contractor plans to close 
the left lane of westbound 
I-475 between I-75 and 
Douglas Road to pave over 
rumble strips in the shoul-
der and paint  lane stripes 
for a traffi c shift needed for 
construction.

Similar work will begin 
on the eastbound side af-
ter Monroe on Wednesday 
evening, which is why the 
Monroe entrance will close. 
The Monroe exit from west-
bound I-475 will not be af-
fected by the project.

Some nighttime lane 
closings are also likely on 
I-75 between Detroit and 
Berdan avenues during the 
project’s set-up.

Project offi cials said it 
will be two to three weeks 
before construction gets 
into full swing. When that 
happens, Sherbrooke Road 
will close at I-475, the east-
bound freeway entrance at 
Central/Upton will close, 
and the I-475 ramps in the 
Jeep-Willys interchange will 
close. At least two lanes of 
traffi c will be maintained 
each way on I-475 except 
between 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.

ODOT expects most ma-
jor work to be done by late 
2012, but the contractor has 
until 2013 to fi nish  up, in-
cluding fi nal paving, bridge 
painting, and landscaping.

The widened ramps link-
ing I-475 with I-75 north of 
the two freeways’ junction 
won’t be used to full capac-
ity, however, until ODOT 
widens I-75 through the 
area, a project for which 
funding remains to be as-
signed.

John Wagner, the vice 
president of E.S. Wagner, 
said two shifts will  work  on 
many days, and construc-
tion will be scheduled for 
Monday through Friday 
with Saturday as a make-up 
day for bad weather.

While scheduling Sunday 
work  could speed up the 
project, Mr. Wagner said, 
“it’s almost impossible to 
get materials delivered on 
Sundays.”

 Sean Wade, the compa-
ny’s project manager, said 
it’s “good for workers to 
have a day of rest,” because 
otherwise mistakes and ac-
cidents increase.

Contact David Patch at:
dpatch@theblade.com

or 419-724-6094.
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Thursday, August 12
Country music artist

Phil Vassar
$5

($7 at the Gate)

Saturday, August 14
“Bad to the Bone”

George
Thorogood

and the
Destroyers

$7
($10 at the Gate)

Friday, August 13
Grammy Award winner

Peter
Frampton

$7
($10 at the Gate)

Sagust 12

Save on General Admission Tickets When You 
Buy Them in Advance At Any Area Tireman!

August 12 - 15August 12 - 15
Lucas County Lucas County 
FairgroundsFairgrounds

August 12 - 15
Lucas County 
Fairgrounds

Central & King: 3159 King Road; 

Maumee: 532 Illinois Avenue; 

Perrysburg: 25998 N. Dixie Highway; 

Woodville: 3725 Williston Road; 

Sylvania: 5832 Monroe Street; 

Fremont: 1925 W. State Street; 

West Toledo: 2779 Central Avenue; 

North Towne: 222 W. Alexis; 

South Toledo: 750 S. Reynolds; 

Franklin Park: 5022 Monroe Street; 

Holland: 7171 Orchard Center; 

Bowling Green: 999 S. Main Street; 

Monroe, MI: 1986 N. Telegraph Road

PARTICIPATING TIREMAN LOCATIONS

THURSDAY, AUGUST 5

POINT PLACE
FRIENDSHIP PARK
SHOWTIMES: 4:30 & 7:30 P.M.

Save $$$$...Buy Save $$$$...Buy 
Advanced Tickets From Advanced Tickets From 

These LocationsThese Locations
Rudy’s Hot Dog • Vito’s Pizza 

• Friendship Park Community Center 
• Lee Williams Meats • Flag Shop 

• Ottawa River Yacht Club • Gracie’s Kitchen
(Tickets available at these locations prior to circus day only!)

TICKET PRICES
PRIOR TO CIRCUS DAY
ADULT  ..................$10
CHILD  ....................$6Under 12

ON CIRCUS DAY
ADULT  ..................$14
CHILD  ....................$7Under 12

KET PRIC
Y
0
6

A
C

THE CIRCUS THE CIRCUS 

IS COMING!IS COMING!

Sponsored by Ottawa River Yacht Club, Friendship Park Community 
Center, SMB Construction & Arnold’s Home Improvement

Friendship Park: 2930 131st St.  419-936-3079

WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

Homeowners in Toledo and the surrounding 
areas will be given the opportunity to have 
a permanent Erie Metal Roofing System 

installed on their home at a reasonable cost. 

1-877-650-6464

Ask how a Erie Metal Roof will keep your home 
cooler in the summer and warmer 

in the winter.

Qualified homeowners will receive attractive 
pricing and have access to our special low 

interest unsecured bank financing.

INQUIRE TODAY TO SEE IF YOUR HOME QUALIFIES!

email: roofing@eriemetalroofs.com

An Erie Metal Roofing System will provide 
your home with unsurpassed “Beauty and 

Lasting Protection”!

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

TM

    For Tickets or More Information
419 215-7425 • 419-297-1141

www.oryc100.org • www.sylvaniasunriselions.com

Advanced Tickets: $10 Adults • $6 Children

Showtimes

4:30 & 

7:30

Showtimes4:30 & 7:30

Thur., Aug. 5th

Friendship Park
2930 131st
Point Place

Fri., Aug. 6th

Corner of Brint & 
Centennial
Sylvania

GENERAL INFO
MAIN NUMBER: 419-724-6000  
FAX: 419-724-6529  
MAILING ADDRESS: 541 North Superior 
Street Toledo, Ohio 43660  
WEB: toledoblade.com
President/General Manager: 
419-724-6217  
Asst. to General Manager: 419-724-6216

CIRCULATION
TO SUBSCRIBE: 419-724-6300, 
FAX: 419-724-6356  
OUT OF AREA: 800-245-3317
For same day re-delivery please call 
419-724-6300 before 10 a.m. daily and 
by 11 a.m. Sunday.

ADVERTISING
TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED AD: 
419-724-6500, 
ONLINE: toledoblade.com/classifi eds, 
FAX: 419-724-6438  
DISPLAY AD: 419-724-6350 
FAX: 419-724-6391 
OBITUARIES: 419-724-6433 
FAX: 419-724-6442

CUSTOMER CARE CENTER
OPEN: Monday thru Friday from 5:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m., Saturday and Sunday 
7:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. • 419-724-6300 
BILLING SPECIALISTS: Monday through 
Friday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.

NEWSROOM
MAIN NEWS: 419-724-6050 
FAX 419-724-6439  
City Editor 419-724-6070
Business Editor 419-724-6198
Features/Peach 419-724-6127  
Photography 419-724-6197  
Religion Editor 419-724-6154 
SPORTS: Sports Line 419-724-6112  
Sports Editor 419-724-6115  
SPORTS FAX: 419-724-6116 
Out of Area Sports 888-242-5233
BUREAUS: Columbus 614-221-0496  
NEIGHBORS: 419-724-6050
EDITORIAL PAGE/LETTERS 
419-724-6205 
OMBUDSMAN 888-746-8610,
e-mail OMBLADE@aol.com  
NEWS TIPS 419-724-6085

EXECUTIVE EDITOR 419-724-6163  
MANAGING EDITOR 419-724-6069
EDITOR (Pages of Opinion) 
419-724-6170
ASST. MANAGING EDITOR 
419-724-6127

EXTRAS
BACK ISSUES: 419-724-6268  
PHOTO REPRINTS: 419-724-6300
REPRINT PERMISSION: 419-724-6127

HOW TO REACH US

Steve Banks, Director Production
John Crisp, Director–Sales & Marketing
  & New Media
Malcolm Edge, Director–Information Technology
Dick Fuller, Director–Circulation
William C. Nolan, Director–Human Resources
  & Labor Relations
William A. Southern, Director–Finance

Allan Block
Chairman

Joseph H. Zerbey, IV
President -
   General Manager
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OHIO LOTTERY
(Day) Pick 3: 953
Pick 4: 9640
(Night) Pick 3: 857
Pick 4: 8382
Rolling Cash 5: 3, 13, 26, 
31, 39
Ten-Oh (day): 1, 9, 12, 19, 23, 
25, 28, 33, 35, 40, 42, 45, 48, 
54, 57, 63, 66, 71, 73, 79
Ten-Oh (night): 5, 7, 13, 23, 
32, 36, 44, 49, 50, 52, 55, 61, 
64, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 79
Mega Millions: 11, 30, 40, 
48, 52
Mega Ball: 42
Kicker: 6 7 0 1 4 0

MICHIGAN LOTTERY
Midday: 873
Midday 4: 0328
Daily Game: 046
Daily 4: 4196
Fantasy 5: 7, 8, 17, 22, 38
Keno: 3, 14, 15, 16, 22, 25, 31, 
32, 33, 34, 37, 41, 43, 45, 48, 
49, 60, 62, 63, 70, 71, 80

I-475 CONSTRUCTION HEADACHE

THE BLADESOURCE: Ohio Department of Transportation
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Ramp closed
Wednesday
until late 2012

Ramp closed late 2010, 
approximately 1 year Bridge closed 

mid-late 
August for
2 years

Ramp closed 
mid-late August 
until late 2011

Ramps closed 
mid-late August
until late 2012

ODOT 
Continued from Page 1

BP predicts wayward well
may be sealed off next week
U.S. House strengthens rules on offshore drilling
REUTERS

BILOXI, Miss. — BP of-
fi cials said yesterday that 
the company  could seal its 
damaged Gulf of Mexico oil 
well by next week as the U.S. 
House of Representatives 
voted to toughen regulation 
of offshore energy drilling.

Incoming BP Chief Ex-
ecutive Offi cer Bob Dudley 
said the British energy giant 
would attempt a “static kill” 
operation Tuesday to try to 
plug the blown-out deep-
sea well that has caused the 
worst offshore oil spill in 
U.S. history.

“We want to absolutely 
kill this well. The static kill 
will be attempted on Tues-
day. The relief well by the 
end of the month [August,” 
Mr. Dudley said.

He will replace Tony Hay-
ward as chief executive on 
Oct. 1.

The “static kill” will 
involve pumping drilling 
mud and cement into the 
well from the top, while the 
relief well is expected to be 
a permanent solution.

The U.S. offi cial oversee-
ing the spill response, re-
tired Coast Guard Admiral 
Thad Allen, had said Thurs-
day he hoped the static kill 
could be performed this 
weekend.

But Admiral Allen said 
yesterday the procedure 
would be delayed until 
Tuesday to clean out debris 
and sediment found in the 
relief well, which has bored 
deep into the earth and is 
intended to plug the leak 
from the bottom.

Once cleaned out, BP 
can fi nish cementing the 
pipe into the relief well and 
move forward with a static 
kill, he said.

The ruptured BP well has 
been temporarily sealed 
for two weeks, and U.S. 
offi cials are cautiously 
optimistic the spilled oil is 
dissipating.

As BP moved ahead with 
 plans, scientists said South 
Florida, the Florida Keys, 
and the U.S. East Coast 
likely will be spared from 
 the spill’s pollution.  

Scientists had issued dire 
warnings that the oil from 
the spill could fl oat into the 
loop current in the Gulf of 
Mexico and ride the pow-
erful Gulf Stream current 
around the fragile islands at 
the southern tip of Florida 
and up the Atlantic Coast as 
far as North Carolina.

But the U.S. National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration said that 
was now unlikely.

No  oil has leaked from 
the well in 15 days and the 
oil that remains in the Gulf 
is hundreds of miles from 
the loop current. That oil is 
in the process of breaking 
down and will not travel 
far, NOAA said.

 In Washington, the 
House voted 209-193 to 
reform  offshore drilling 
practices in response to 
the  spill.

The legislation would 
end President Obama’s 
moratorium on deepwater 

drilling for oil companies 
that meet new federal safety 
requirements. The current 
moratorium runs through 
the end of November.

The measure has a long 
way to go before becoming 
law, and the Senate has not 
yet acted on its version of 
the legislation.

The legislation passed by 
the House would eliminate 
the current $75 million 
liability cap for offshore 
operations. 

It  would ban  oil fi rms 
 with poor safety records 
from bidding for new off-
shore drilling leases, effec-
tively barring BP from  new 
U.S. offshore operations.

The measure would im-
pose tighter requirements 
for well design and  cement-
ing for offshore projects 
and on equipment known 
as blowout preventers 
intended to prevent well 
ruptures like the one that 
occurred at BP’s well .

The Senate is considering 
a similar bill, but senators 
are unlikely to pass it before 
their summer recess next 
Friday.   

  Millions of gallons of oil 
have poured into the Gulf 
since April, when a rig ex-
ploded and sank, killing 11 
workers and triggering the 
leak from the BP-owned 
well.  

 ASSOCIATED PRESS

PORTLAND, Ore. — For-
mer Vice President Al Gore 
was cleared yesterday  of 
allegations he groped and 
assaulted a masseuse in a 
luxury Portland hotel room 
in 2006 .

After a four-week in-
vestigation that included 
interviews with Mr. Gore, 
masseuse Molly Hagerty, 
her acquaintances, and 
hotel staff, as well as test-
ing a pair of stained pants 

belonging to Ms. Hagerty, 
Multnomah County District 
Attorney Michael Schrunk 
said  there was no basis for 
prosecution.

In a memo to Mr. Schrunk 
released with the decision, 
Senior Deputy District 
Attorney Don Rees cited 
“contradictory evidence, 
confl icting witness state-
ments, credibility issues, 
lack of forensic evidence, 
and denials by Mr. Gore.” 

Mr. Rees said Ms. Hagerty 
and her attorneys were un-
cooperative and witnesses 
could not remember any-
thing unusual.

Ms. Hagerty failed a poly-
graph examination and she 
would not say whether she 
was paid by a tabloid news-
paper for her story.    

Gore cleared of allegations
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