
numbers for May, at 1,165, 
were  down nearly 3,350 from 
the same time a year before.

Despite the signifi -
cant slowdown in court 
cases, Police Chief 
Mike Navarre said  his offi -
cers continue to get the job 
done.

“There are at least a dozen 
reasons that [court] num-
bers are down; you can’t 
point to one thing. The of-
fi cers are doing what they’re 
supposed to be doing. I’m 
proud that they are getting 
the priorities done,” he said. 

“I would argue with 
anyone who says there’s a 
slowdown; response times 
are not different,” he said. 
“The fact is that they don’t 
have the time and we don’t 
have the people to do those 
things that aren’t a priority.”

Dan Wagner, president 
of the Toledo Police Patrol-
man’s Association, isn’t sur-
prised by the numbers. He 
said anyone who frequents 
Municipal Court or even the 
booking area of the Lucas 
County jail would know that 
fewer offenders are coming 
through the doors.

Although the police 
unions and city have con-

tinued to meet periodically, 
contract negotiations have 
all but stalled. Both sides 
have presented their cases 
to a fact fi nder, whose report 
is due no later than Aug. 14.

Until then, offi cers con-
tinue to answer calls. How-
ever, Mr. Wagner said, fewer 
offi cers  have meant less 
proactive law enforcement 
and reduced follow-up in-
vestigations.  

“Our priority is respond-
ing to the calls for service,” 
he said. “Like the chief said 
at the time this was an-
nounced, there are going 
to be areas that suffer. The 
offi cers are responding to 
the calls, but the proactive 
work and investigative work 
will suffer.”

Most notable is  traffi c en-
forcement, the union chief 
said. 

Studies have shown that 
more proactive  enforce-
ment leads to safer streets, 
Mr. Wagner said. But writing 
tickets for speeding and run-
ning red lights has defi nitely 
taken a back seat, he said.

That concerns people 
such as Doug Scoles, ex-
ecutive director of the Ohio 
chapter of Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving. 

Mr. Scoles said  proac-
tive law enforcement is a 
key component in keep-
ing drunken drivers off the 

streets.  Fewer  offi cers will 
mean  fewer arrests and 
 more people will be likely 
 emboldened to  drive while 
intoxicated, he said.

“ If [police] aren’t out there, 
you know you’re not going to 
get stopped,” he said, adding 
that he understands offi cers 
 can do only so much.

Acknowledging that Co-
lumbus is bracing for a simi-
lar hit in the form of police 
layoffs, Mr. Scoles encour-
aged city leaders to not sim-
ply consider the numbers 
but the people as well.

“We’re going to hold our 
leaders accountable for 
this ,” he said. “If we see 
that the numbers increase 
because of money, we’ll hold 
them accountable.”

Local police leaders point 
to several reasons to explain 
the drop in arrests and tick-
ets. 

Wilma Brown, chairman 
of Toledo City Council’s  pub-
lic safety committee, said 
the drop in tickets would 
mean less cash for the city, 
but she is more concerned 
about crime soaring.

“The tickets are hurting 
the bottom line, yes, but the 
existing crime that is elevat-
ing is hurting our bottom 
line because when you have 
citizenry that thinks they are 
not going to be protected, 
they are not going to stay 
here,” Mrs. Brown said.

Chief Navarre said that 
in addition to dropping 
personnel numbers to the 
lowest in the past 50 or so 
years, the layoffs hit the 
youngest and arguably the 
most aggressive members of 
the force. 

Juggling assignments to 
cover road patrols has meant 
eliminating community ser-
vice offi cers, the downtown 
Mud Hens patrol, and the 
bike patrol and reducing the 
gang unit and traffi c divi-
sions, he said.

 “Because I’ve lost those 
offi cers, those that are re-
maining are carrying the 
load,” he said. 

“They’re being asked to do 
follow-up investigation, vice 
work, community service. 
That all comes down to one 
thing: They don’t have time 
to do this extra stuff.”

Resident Bob Cready felt 
the frustration of what fewer 
 offi cers on the streets can 
mean.

Over a week’s time in 
early June, he’d seen at 
least 10 cars on his block 

that had been broken into. 
And of those vehicles with 
smashed windows, several 
had belonged to tenants of 
his Adams Street apartment 
building.

He felt victimized by the 
vandals and ignored by the 
Toledo Police Department, 
which he said was unre-
sponsive when he initially 
tried to fi le reports. 

Those concerns, he add-
ed, subsided when  police 
leadership promised him 
that those on the night pa-
trol would keep an extra eye 
on his area.

“Every morning that I go 
out, I look at my car and am 
thankful that my window 
wasn’t broken. You shouldn’t 
have to go through that,” he 
said. 

“Quite frankly, I think 
there are a whole bunch of 
bad decisions being made in 
this city,” he added. 

“Those who have been in 
the public arena for a while 
are the ones who set up 
how things are done today. 
They are the ones who set 
up how the fi re department 
and the police department 
are paid.”

Blade staff writer Ignazio 
Messina contributed to this 
report.

Contact Erica Blake at:
eblake@theblade.com

or 419-213-2134.
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Bob Cready, outside the building on Adams Street that 
includes his residence, said police were unresponsive 
when he fi rst tried to fi le reports on nearby vandalism.

had no criminal record, 
and family and friends said 
the sophomore at Horizon 
Academy was  not a prob-
lem child.

The attack is another re-
minder that violence can 
erupt anywhere. 

Yet given the  neighbor-
hood’s central location and 
relative affl uence, Old West 
End residents said they are 
saddened and shocked by 
the assault,  but not sur-
prised.

They  long have been 
aware of a need for vigi-
lance, be it  keeping an eye 
on one another’s homes or 
chipping in for a private 
neighborhood security 
service. 

“We try to look out for 
each other and look out af-
ter one another’s property,” 
said Ed Hoffman, a resident 
for more than three decades 
and a sales agent  with Sul-
phur Springs Realty. 

“While we may not al-
ways agree with each other, 
we have one common bond: 
the love for and dedication 
to retaining the integrity of 
the neighborhood.”

Perception of danger
No police department 

crime fi gures for the neigh-
borhood were available last 
week. 

Still, individuals both in 
and outside  the neighbor-
hood acknowledged  the 
existence of a lingering per-
ception of the Old West End 
as  dangerous.

Once the home to Toledo’s 
wealthy, the neighborhood 
is now made up mostly of 
middle-class urban survi-
vors and historic preser-
vationists surrounded by 
some of the highest crime 
areas in the city. 

Greg Knott, a retired real 
estate agent who has lived 
in the Old West End since 
1967, said he feels safe 
enough to walk his dog each 
evening around 10 p.m. be-
fore bed. “But I’m also not 
stupid,” he said. 

“If I were to see three or 
four youths standing on a 
street corner or coming out 
of a side street, I think I’d go 
the other way.”

He continued: “One of 
the problems — if it is a 
problem — is the Old West 
End is somewhat of an is-
land of middle-class people 
surrounded by a different 
socioeconomic [demo-
graphic].”

Robert Rudolph, an elder 
and lay leader at the First 
Unitarian Church of Toledo, 
said safety concerns were 
a factor in the church’s de-
cision to move out of the 
neighborhood last year, go-
ing from its stately building 
 at Collingwood Boulevard 
and Bancroft Street to a 
 smaller home on Glendale 
Avenue in South Toledo.

He said the congregation’s 
members were shocked 
when an intruder assaulted 
a woman inside the church, 
knocking her to the fl oor 
and taking her purse. The 
church then hired an off-
duty sheriff’s deputy to 
stand watch during Sunday 
services.

Still, another intruder 
slipped into the  church and 
stole the director of religious 
education’s purse during a 
Sunday service. The deputy 
chased down the suspect, 
who ditched the purse in 
an abandoned garage and 

was not apprehended, Mr. 
Rudolph said.

“It’s a matter of percep-
tion — of the area being 
an area where you need to 
be wary,” he said, adding 
that other reasons for the 
congregation’s move were 
maintenance and utilities 
costs for the 1921 building 
and a shrinking congrega-
tion with fewer Old West 
End residents.

 A security presence
In 1981, the Old West End 

neighborhood was the fi rst 
in the city to hire a private 
security force. Residents’ 
monthly dues continue to 
support Old West End Se-
curity, a nonprofi t  that sub-
contracts patrols through 
Infi nite Security Solutions.

Resident Manager Jackie 
Danchisen  estimated that 
about 90 percent of crimes 
in the neighborhood are 
committed by youths from 
outside the neighborhood.

The patrolling security 
guards know, among other 
things, residents’ names, 
the vehicles they drive, and 
their regular visitors. They 

also notify homeowners if 
they leave their garage door 
open and check on houses 
when the owners are away.

Not  every resident  pays 
the $25 voluntary monthly 
membership fee, but the 
 guards cover the whole 
neighborhood, although 

they concentrate on areas 
where subscribers live. They 
may travel in marked or un-
marked vehicles, on foot, or 
on bikes.

Ms. Danchisen declined 
to discuss the number of 
subscribers, guards, or ar-
eas patrolled, citing safety 
 concerns.

Inevitable crime
Despite the security pres-

ence, many Old West End 
residents  have resigned 
themselves to the inevita-
bility of certain  crimes. 

Several residents pur-
posely leave their vehicles 
unlocked and devoid of 
anything valuable so would-
be vandals won’t break the 
glass.

Mia Thomas, 34, of 
Scottwood Avenue said her 
car was broken into three 
or four times in four months 
while it was parked outside 
her house. She suspects that 
“young kids or crackheads” 
were responsible.

She said the car has not 
been broken into  since she 
unlocked its  doors and at-
tached a note to the car that 

said, “Get a [expletive] job.”
“When you live down 

here you have to realize 
that you’re taking on some 
risk,” said one middle-aged 
man who keeps four large 
barking dogs to ward off 
burglars.

A resident of the neigh-
borhood for 17 years, he 
asked to not be named for 
fear of retribution. 

 Homes on either side 
of his have been burglar-
ized multiple times, and he 
suspects that his dogs have 
kept his property safe. His 
house is  close to where Mr. 
Brundage was assaulted, 
just blocks from where 
some residents say they 
often see  groups of unruly 
youths.

“When you go back there, 
it’s just groups of kids,” said 
Brenda Coleman, 53, whose 
Victoria Place house is just 
outside the eastern Old 
West End boundary. “They 
don’t respect you and they 
talk crazy to you.”

An evolving area
The neighborhood of 

beautiful stone and wood 

mansions and smaller 
— but still large —  homes, 
 many  transformed into 
multiapartment dwell-
ings,  is roughly bordered 
by Collingwood Boulevard 
on the east, Detroit Avenue 
on the west, I-75 and Mon-
roe Street on the south, 
and Central Avenue on the 
north. 

Notwithstanding the re-
cent attack, Mr. Knott said 
he believes the Old West 
End is safer now than it 
was in the 1970s and early 
1980s.

The area  once was home 
to Toledo’s leaders of busi-
ness and industry, who built 
the Old West End into one of 
the largest and fi nest exam-
ples of late 19th and early 
20th-century architecture in 
the United States. But  most 
of those  storied families had 
left by the late 1960s.

Mr. Knott said the neigh-
borhood became “a haven” 
for artists, hippies, gays, 
and interracial couples   and 
that few residents from that 
period had children. Out-
siders often ask him why he 
chose to live there. “It wasn’t 
that bad, but other people 
would say, ‘Well, why do 
you live down there in that 
neighborhood? I wouldn’t 
live there — I’d be afraid to 
go out at night.’ ”

Several high-profi le 
crimes during the 1970s 
solidifi ed the Old West End’s 
reputation for danger.

In 1975, three young men 
entered the home of 95-
year-old Lyman Spitzer, Sr., 
the renowned industrialist 
and businessman, binding 
 his hands with electrical 
cord and raping his house-
keeper. Mr. Spitzer, who 
lived to age 99, was not 
injured in the attack, which 
netted  $90 .

Another incident, Mr. 
Knott said, happened in 
the late ’70s when a group 
of young toughs from out-
side the neighborhood in-
cited violence at an  outdoor 
 party at the home of Murray 
Wightman , a well-regarded 
real-estate agent  since de-
ceased.

 Coming together 
Crime declined into the 

1980s, and property values 
 rose. The Old West End his-
toric district was expanded 
to its current size in 1984.

Residents say that over 
the past two decades, the 
neighborhood has come 
alive again with young chil-
dren and families.

“It’s like living in a small 
town,” said Judy Stone, who 
has been a  neighborhood 
resident  25 years. “We know 
our neighbors; we know 
when they come and go … 
If I were going on vacation, 
neighbors on both sides of 
me know I’m gone, have 
keys to my house, know my 
alarm system.”

She doubts that she could 
fi nd such a tight-knight 
community anywhere else 
in northwest Ohio.

Ms. Stone noted how 
more than 100 friends and 
neighbors gathered at the 
Collingwood Arts Center 
on the evening following 
the attack on Mr. Brundage 
to share stories about him 
 and to send him “healing 
thoughts.” 

“The neighbors came 
together so quickly to help 
one another,” she said, 
holding back tears at the 
memory.

Contact JC Reindl at:
jreindl@theblade.com

or 419-724-6065. 
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VIOLENT CRIME MARS OLD WEST END’S STATELY HERITAGE
Over the past 25 years, there have been numerous assaults and murders in the Old West End, a stately Victo-
rian neighborhood that struggles to keep its more affl uent residents as crime and poverty encroach.

1  June 22: 
Robert Brund-
age, 66, a 
community 
activist and 
Old West End 
native, was 
attacked at 
Collingwood 

Boulevard and Victoria Place and 
robbed of his bicycle by 15-year-
old Dailahntae Jemison, accord-
ing to police. Mr. Brundage is in 
critical condition in St. Vincent 
Mercy Medical Center.
2  March 3, 2008:  Christopher 
Ross, 17, was shot twice in 
the back by William Braylock 
on Lawrence Avenue. Braylock 
claimed he was acting in self-de-
fense, but a jury found him guilty 
of voluntary manslaughter with a 
gun specifi cation. Witnesses said 
Braylock believed the teenager 
was involved at a break-in a few 
weeks earlier at his residence.

3  Aug 17, 
2006: Lori 
Rivera, 37, was 
fatally beaten 
in Toledo Spain 
Park, near the 
Executive Tow-
ers apartment 
complex at 

1920 Collingwood Blvd., where 
she lived. The man responsible, 
Darryl Richardson, 44, who was 
dating Ms. Rivera at the time, 
was found guilty of aggravated 
murder.
4  May 19, 2004: Lamonte Hop-
ings, 28, shot and killed Robert 
Badgett, 24, outside a duplex 
at 3102 Parkwood Ave. where 
Mr. Badgett lived. Hopings was 
sentenced to life in prison for the 
killing.

5  Jan. 3, 
1997: Samar 
El-Okdi, 21, 
a resident of 
the Old West 
End, was shot 
in the face 
and killed. 
Her body was 

found in an alley near the Toledo 
Museum of Art. Douglas Coley 
was sentenced to death in the 
slaying. Joseph Green, 19, a co-
conspirator, was sentenced to life 
in prison without parole.

6  Dec. 23, 1996: David Moore 
was abducted from behind his 
home in the 2100 block of
Scottwood Avenue, driven to 
a secluded section of Greene 
Street, robbed, and shot fi ve 
times by Coley and Green. He 
survived.
7  March 30, 1996: Jerry 
Kenney, 22, was fatally shot in 
the chest at about 10 p.m. in 
an apparent carjacking while 
in the driver’s seat of a car 
parked at Rockwood Place and 
Nesslewood. The crime remains 
unsolved.

8  Sept. 21, 
1993: Tamara 
Williams, 
32, was 
found shot 
to death just 
a few blocks 
away from 
her mother’s 

house at Delaware and Lawrence 
avenues. 
9  Feb. 18, 1992: Norman 
Chatman, 28, was found lying 
in the 2300 block of Lawrence 
Avenue. He was shot twice in 
the abdomen and died later that 
day in St. Vincent Mercy Medical 

Center. Raymond King, 23, was 
convicted in the killing.

10  Oct. 11, 
1991: Todd L. 
Barnhill, 30, 
was found 
slain in an 
alley near the 
intersection of 
Nesslewood 
and Detroit 

avenues. He had been shot three 
times in the head, once in the 
abdomen, and once in the leg.

11  Sept. 30, 
1991: Anthony 
Gordon, a 
16-year-old 
student at 
the Jefferson 
Center for 
Vocational 
Rehabilitation, 

was stabbed to death in what 
authorities believed to be a gang-
related fi ght on Collingwood 
Boulevard between Machen 
Street and Delaware Avenue, 
in which he was not involved. 
Demetrius L. Simpson, 16, was 
found guilty of delinquency in 
connection with the death.
12  Dec. 21, 1990: Paul Nelson, 
38, was fatally shot at the 
parking garage of the Regency 
Apartments, 2115 Collingwood 
Blvd., where he lived. He was 
shot through the heart while 
leaning out of his car window to 
activate the garage door. Minnie 
Thomas, 51, was found guilty of 
involuntary manslaughter.
13  Sept. 3, 1988: Dennis 
Brown, a 40-year-old father
of three, was shot and died at 
his home on the corner of 
Scottwood and Nesslewood 
avenues. No one was ever 
convicted in the killing.
14  Oct. 31, 1985: Armie J. 
Cole, 58, was fatally beaten and 
stabbed at the boarding house 
he operated at 2108 Glenwood 
Ave. Police said they believed an 
iron skillet that was found near 
the body was the lethal weapon.
15  Oct. 21, 1984: Anthony 
Carter, 20, was fatally stabbed in 
the course of a domestic dispute 
at a Parkwood Avenue residence. 
According to the police, after 
entering the home and starting 
an argument, Carter fi red a gun 
and was then stabbed.
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BRUNDAGE VIGIL
Mayor Carty Finkbeiner 

has announced a prayer 
vigil for 6 p.m. tomorrow 
for Robert Brundage, the 
Toledo activist who is in 
critical condition after be-
ing attacked and robbed at 
Collingwood Boulevard and 
Victoria Place on June 22. 

The vigil will be on the 
grounds of St. Vincent 
Mercy Medical Center, 
where Mr. Brundage is in 
a coma.  It is being held 
in conjunction with the 
mayor, the hospital, Central 
Catholic High School, and 
the Brundage family. Par-
ticipants are asked to park 
outside the Central Catholic 
football stadium from 5 to 
5:30 p.m. The vigil will last 
30 minutes.
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