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(ARA) - Thinking of remodeling but don’t know where 
to start? These days everyone turns to the Web to get 
inspired. In fact, a study conducted by Princeton Survey 
Research International found that 69 percent of Ameri-
cans use the Internet as a source of information when it 
comes to housing and investment decisions.

“Whether you’re an expert do-it-yourselfer or this is 
your first home improvement project, the Internet can be 
an excellent resource,” said Danny Lipford, host of the 
nationally syndicated television show, “Today’s Home-
owner with Danny Lipford,” and frequent contributor 
to “The Early Show” on CBS. “And the tools available 
on the Web just keep getting better and better — with 
educational videos, downloadable shopping lists, budget 
and return-on-investment calculators.”

Getting started: The ABC’s of ROI
With a project as daunting as remodeling a home, 

sometimes the most difficult part is just getting started. 
The key? Prioritizing. Start your renovation by concentrat-
ing on the rooms you use the most and offer the best re-
turn on investment (ROI): your kitchen and your bathroom.

According to Remodeling Magazine’s Cost vs. Value 
report, homeowners will recoup the greatest share of 
their costs by foregoing super-deluxe projects in favor 
of mid-range kitchen and bath remodels. A mid-range 
kitchen remodel brings an average 72.1 percent return 
on investment and a mid-range bathroom project has an 
average 71 percent cost recovery.

Budget-minded enhancements
A “mid-range” kitchen or bath remodel sounds great 

on paper, but what types of projects does that really 
entail? Realtor magazine offers a few budget-minded 
enhancements to consider when remodeling:

•   Add or replace tile. Purchase low-cost tiles to  
replace a dated backsplash or add a new one.

•  Install granite tile instead of a slab. While granite 
kitchen counters are extremely popular, they can be 
a $5,000 upgrade. Instead, put in 12-inch granite 
tiles for as little as $300 in materials. You’ll get the 
same impact for less.

•  Freshen up your bathroom. This is a room that can 
be refreshed with little effort: try simple updates like 
regrouting tile or reconditioning cabinets. These 
small upgrades can make a big impact. 

Planning on the World Wide Web
Now that you’ve decided on the projects you’d like to 

undertake, it’s time to begin the planning process. Begin 
by looking at everything from current trends and style 
options to the nuts and bolts of estimated budgets and 
time to completion.

“The best advice I can offer when tackling a remodel-
ing project is to relax and enjoy the ride,” added Lipford. 
“While it’s easy to become overwhelmed, trust your 
instincts and don’t be afraid to try new things. At times, it 
may seem easier to call in a professional, but you’ll have 
a great sense of pride in knowing that you did the job 
yourself.” Courtesy of ARAcontent

Remodel 411: 
Help For The 
Remodeling- 
Challenged

B U I L D  A  D R E A M

Traditional brick gives a stately appearance to this two-story home. 
Note the lovely sidelights around the entrance.

Classic Home with a Fresh Layout

n Bedrooms: 4

n Baths: 3

n Main Level: 2,019 sq. ft. 

n Upstairs Level: 468 sq. ft.

n Bonus Space: 286 sq. ft.

n Dimensions: 59'0" x 58'0"

n Exterior Wall Framing: 
 2x4

2,487 square feet

To build this home, you can order a complete set of construction documents by calling toll-free (866) 772-1013 or visiting www.ePlans.com/ 
HouseOfTheWeek. Enter the design number to locate the plan and view more images and details. At www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek, you 
can view previously featured plans, browse other specialty collections, or use our search filters to help you find exactly what you want from over 
28,000 home designs. Most plans can be customized to suit your lifestyle. See images of the plan online at www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek. 
Image Credit: *Image Credit: © www.ePlans.com. Printed with permission by Hanley-Wood, LLC. All rights reserved. 

This attractive home features a  

modern open layout with lots of  

flexibility. For example, the study on  

the first floor could be closed off to  

become an easily accessed fifth bed-

room (an optional door gives it access 

to the hall bath). The master suite also 

sits on this floor (convenient for aging 

in place) and invites you to relax in its 

spacious window-side tub and separate 

shower. Upstairs, you’ll find an optional 

game room, two more bedrooms, and 

a bath. A snack-bar island anchors the 

kitchen and easily serves the break-

fast nook and dining room. The rear 

screened porch makes outdoor meals  

a possibility.
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