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(ARA) - Summer is here, but a slew of home and gar-

den clean-up projects beg the question, “Are you ready 

to host all of those barbecues that are just around the 

corner?” 

Whether it’s a broken bird bath, a loose stone on a 

walkway, or a broken patio chair, there are some things 

you need to take care of before your guests arrive.

The best way to prepare for these upcoming house-

hold fixes is to assemble a first-aid repair kit for your 

house. Keeping some of the most common tools togeth-

er makes it easier and more efficient. Below is a list of 

items that are invaluable for common household repairs:

Simple Tools 

Why is it that you can never find a hammer, screw-

driver, utility knife, tape measure and pencil when you 

need one? Keep duplicates of these tools in your first 

aid repair kit, and you won’t have to run around your 

house or shop looking for them. Also, consider stocking 

a couple of tongue depressors or craft sticks. These are 

great for spreading glue and can be used to hold small 

nails instead of hammering your 

thumbs.

Sandpaper And A  

Two-Part, Epoxy-Based  

Wood Filler 

For outdoor wood repair  

needs, this is really the way to go. 

All exterior door and window trim 

work should be checked every 

spring because gaps and cracks 

not only reduce your home’s efficiency, but can also pro-

vide an entry location for unwanted insects and rodents. 

Most of these repairs can easily be taken care of and will 

prevent damage to the integrity of the wood.

Cordless Drill And Variety Of High Quality Screws

Due to expansion and contraction throughout the 

seasons, screws are likely to loosen. Tighten up exposed 

screws on things like your deck, wood railings, etc.,  

before they become a safety hazard. 

Touch-Up Paint And Foam Applicators

Avoid having to search the garage for a can of paint 

by putting a small amount of paint in a disposable airtight 

container and adding it to your kit.  As you make your 

outdoor repairs you will have the paint on hand for a 

quick fix. Foam applicators, which you can get inexpen-

sively from any craft and hobby store, are great for quick 

touch-ups, and are disposable.

With your first-aid repair kit assembled, you are ready 

to tackle all of your repair projects.

Prepare For Summer Festivities  
With These Simple Home And Garden 
Clean-Up Projects

B U I L D  A  D R E A M

Say hello to neighbors from the extra-wide porch, or invite them 
up for tea. There’s room for everyone!

Warm Country Welcome

■ Bedrooms: 2

■ Baths: 2.5

■  Square Footage: 
2,250 sq. ft.

■ Bonus Space: 442 sq. ft.

■ Dimensions: 70'2" x 67'0"

■ Exterior Wall Framing:
 2x4

■ Foundation Options:
 Crawlspace, Slab

2,256 square feet

To build this home, you can order a complete set of construction documents by calling toll-free (866) 772-1013 or visiting www.ePlans.com/
HouseOfTheWeek. Enter the design number to locate the plan and view more images and details. At www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek, you 
can view previously featured plans, browse other specialty collections, or use our search filters to help you find exactly what you want from over 
28,000 home designs. Most plans can be customized to suit your lifestyle. See images of the plan online at www.ePlans.com/HouseOfTheWeek. 
Image Credit: Photo by John Giovanni, Giovanni Photography. Printed with permission by Hanley-Wood, LLC. All rights reserved. 

This delightful country-style home 

is meant for a growing family, but is 

adaptable enough for all kinds of 

situations. The split-bedroom layout 

gives privacy to the master suite, while 

maintaining the convenience of first-

floor living. Bedroom four can easily 

double as a study, with optional doors 

that open to the foyer. The second-

level bonus room offers the potential 

for expansion later, especially with 

another full bath. The master suite 

includes a decorative ceiling, a jet tub, 

and two walk-in closets. Front and 

back porches (as well as a patio) invite 

outdoor relaxation. 
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